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Drodzy Czytelnicy, 

 

z radością przedstawiamy kolejny numer Kwartalnika Boyma. W obliczu 

zbliżającej się drugiej rocznicy zamieszek w Kazachstanie, chcieliśmy podzielić 

się z Państwem refleksjami na temat tych ważnych wydarzeń. Dramatyczne 

sceny uliczne tamtejszych miast wstrząsnęły nie tylko krajem, ale także 

międzynarodową opinią publiczną, wywołując zaniepokojenie co do 

bezpieczeństwa inwestycji w regionie. Kazachstan, będący liderem 

gospodarczym, skutecznie przezwyciężył kryzys, co zaowocowało reformami 

politycznymi i zmianami w elitach władzy. O tych istotnych procesach pisze 

Jerzy Olędzki w artykule „Procesy w najwyższych kręgach władzy w 

Kazachstanie”. 

 

Pierwszy kwartał 2022 roku pozostanie zapisany w historii jako czas wybuchu 

pełnoskalowej wojny na Ukrainie. Z tego tragicznego konfliktu wielu analityków 

próbuje wyciągnąć wnioski na przyszłość. Paweł Behrendt dokonuje 

kompleksowej analizy wydarzeń na Ukrainie w kontekście potencjalnego 

konfliktu chińsko-tajwańskiego w artykule „Lessons for China and Taiwan from 

the war in Ukraine”. To ważne opracowanie, szczególnie dla strategów 

politycznych, wojskowych i osób związanych z zarządzaniem kryzysowym. 

 

Wojna na Ukrainie rzuca również nowe światło na korzyści płynące z 

członkostwa w organizacjach międzynarodowych. Z tego powodu Nicolas Levi 

analizuje potencjał relacji koreańsko-albańskich w artykule „Will 2023 be the 

year of improving relations between Albania and South Korea?”. Przygląda się 

korzyściom wynikającym z akcesji Albanii do NATO, wskazując jednocześnie 

czynniki sprzyjające poprawie stosunków oraz te, które mogą je ograniczać. 
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Konflikt rosyjsko-ukraiński skłonił wiele państw do ponownego rozważenia 

kwestii bezpieczeństwa energetycznego. Wysokie koszty energii przyczyniają się 

do wzrostu inflacji oraz osłabienia konkurencyjności przedsiębiorstw. W tym 

kontekście kluczowe stają się inicjatywy mające na celu rozwój odnawialnych 

źródeł energii. O potencjale związanym z rozwojem branży biogazowej mieliśmy 

przyjemność rozmawiać z wybitnym ekspertem, Panem Profesorem Aleksandrem 

Lisowskim. Tezy przedstawione w wywiadzie pt. „Kryzys nawozowy i gazowy – 

unikalna szansa na rozwój biogazowni w Polsce” są nadal aktualne i zasługują 

na uwagę, zwłaszcza w kontekście zmiany władzy w Polsce. 

 

Z tego samego powodu gorąco polecamy także wywiad z Panem Piotrem 

Guzowskim, Prezesem Polsko-Kazachstańskiej Izby Przemysłowo-Handlowej, 

poświęcony praktycznym aspektom współpracy z Kazachstanem. Okres refleksji 

nad polską polityką zagraniczną to doskonały moment, aby wysłuchać 

praktycznych wniosków z doświadczeń międzynarodowej współpracy. Pan 

Prezes, będący jedną z najbardziej zasłużonych postaci dla rozwoju relacji z 

Kazachstanem w Polsce, podzielił się z nami swoimi refleksjami. Jego 

przemyślenia mogą zainteresować zarówno przedstawicieli biznesu, jak i 

administrację. 

 

W Instytucie Boyma wierzymy, że dobre relacje międzynarodowe wymagają 

współpracy różnorodnych, często oddalonych środowisk. Dzięki uprzejmości 

Polsko-Kazachstańskiej Izby Przemysłowo-Handlowej mieliśmy okazję wyrazić 

to przekonanie na łamach informatora gospodarczego Izby, za co serdecznie 

dziękujemy. 

 

Przyjemnej lektury! 
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Służby niebezpieczeństwa 

C  ć pre   e   T    e     e    ł      ść    r   p re    ść     ł ń,    jednak wszystkie 

            e r  pr          ł                     drzwiami. Jednym z pierwszych 

p            f          re             ł          p łpr        N. N   r   e   -   ł  

pre  er                    r  r      pr e       ą   K    e   Be p e  eń     

N r    eg  K r   M      ,    re   p            r      r   . Wr   z Masimowem w 

         rże    p           eż  eg       p        r        ł      D   e    erg ż   . 

 f       e p               r    pr      ł  eg  pr e       ł    . N  pr  e     e   e  eż 

 r e                 p             f  er   KNB. 

Problemy Masimowa dot   ą    że   r p   .   e      KNB       ł , że  pr    ą      ą 

f         ef KNB  gr      ł    ą e    r              r  .   e      p                   

p     ł ś  ,                       ,   ż  er          e    peł          er   ń      

    r   ,    re   ł   ł    ś  ą M       . D  r   e   e    ł  p  r        f          

           r       . 

N    p  e  e  r eś      p  ł   r   7          e          łeg       p    e re  r   KBN, 

M r                  . W     pr  p          r       r      łą   ł  eż   r      

szpiego    . Wr              r  11                  r    Le               eg ,   łeg  

  ef  Ce  r             r  eg       ,      że   eg  Z    ,   łeg  pr               eg  

Ce  r           P                r  eg   W         . Te            r    ł   r      

szpiego    . N e            e           pr  p        r e    ł ż     reg  p ń         ł    

    rże  . 

T   ł ś  e      ł      ż       r         K    e   Be p e  eń     N r    eg  (KBN)   

e         r  r        ł   ł pre   e    T    e       e         ł  rg         U ł      

Be p e  eń    e Z   r    , p   ł  ą         p   ą          rż           ąż 

  e             ł     e    r     . C  ć pr  e      ąż  r   ą,    ł   e   e pr e      ł  

       ą  ż              ,      e    pre   e    r       er   , że  e e      ł ń 

zorgan      e  gr p   err r       e    ł  p r    e oraz p      e  e g   r    . 
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Ex-prezydent pozbawiony władzy i wpływów 

Na szczycie piramidy biznesowo-p        e    p   e      e     r  r       ł      e  

  e   e  pr    ą      ł     nie kto inny lecz N. N   r   e .  eg   e       e       ą 

 e p śre       r ż  e p    p      . Pre   e   T    e       e             ć p          

     re        e    eg  p pr e     , p      e  e  g      ł  eł     (       r   )  r   

          p ń        . 

R       ą    p        – re      ą ź     r ż    – u ł   K.Ż. T    e         ł     ą 

 ł         r  e   peł  ł     e       ą    e    e    r   ,    re  gł   ł     r     r      

pr         pr gr    N    K         .       re      ń   er  ł                 

p   ą   e     ł   pre   e  e ,    r     r    e        27- e      r ą        r  ł   eć 

p   ą  ń ś          e     p       . 

Pr        e       eg  p   ą    r  r     , pre   e   T    e  p   ął    e      eg  

p pr e         e   r         e     ł    ,    re      ł  g      eń   p       ł     nnego 

 pł         eg     r eń. N e f       e     ł         re          N. N   r   e  ,      że 

 eg     e   e    gr     . W       e,    p   reś  ł   r     r e        łeg  pre   e   ,       

    e  r     e  eg ,      pre   e    p                ł           e. Te         r      

  e      ł  p    e           ś   p       e ,  gr                 g       eg      er  e   , 

że        ł    e      e p e  eń     p ń    . 

Br   p r         r   eg ,      r       ł         ą r     ą               N. N   r   e , 

skutkuje ujawnianiem kolejnych afer w ramach procesu „ e   g p        ”          e   fer  

    e   e .  e       pr e               ł ń   ł          e  e        ,    re   e e   e   

  e   f             p   e        pr e  p ń                e eg   e      ł    ś   

    e   e   r            e   r               . 

Jedn         r  er           e        r e           e              e   e   B ł   

N   r   e ,  r     łeg  pre   e   . N   ł    pr            r  e    r     B r    V, 

(  eś     e   r       e    pr e  ż    pr         p ż       )    r      r  ść 2     

U D,    ć    e     ł     p      e 10     U D.    r  p ń       r   ł          e  

 r           . 8     U D. W   e eg   ą     ł    ść         że     g ż       r       , 

   r   p  p           e     pr e  ż       e    p ń  wa. 
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  ż     r   B. N   r   e       ł     rż        p                  ,    re r e     

       ł    gr że  e      e p e  eń     e         eg  p ń    ,  e   g        

g g       e   ż   e e erg  . Od   r       e         ąp     p     ,         rż    

natychmiast po ich postawieniu    r      e           ł        ł    ść. N e    ł     , p    

  ,         ć  eg      g ż           r     pr e    pr          C   ,       

  e   r    e   r      . D         pr  e      e  e    e     ł                  ,     e  

w styczniu B. N   r   e     e ł    r        e   e  eg  p      p       e   e       e. 

Dr gą     ą   r       ex-pre   e   ,    r              ł   r      r   ,   ł   eg  

    ł        r        . Pr      ł         r           e                r       ,    r  

praktycznie zmonop       ł ,        ą   ł   e     ż  e           pr epr       e 

         e,      p         r   ł     r  p ń              e   r   . T ż p               

    r e      pre   e   T    e        ł pr e    e  e  f r     pr   r e  e           

p   ą        . N   r   e e     ł      . 

N  r   e            e    r            ł  D   r  – śre       r     łeg  pre   e    – i jej 

 ąż T   r K      e ,          pr e    r e          g        K             ą   e  

              3,9     U D.       per        e   e   że   ć       e  nielegalnych 

praktyk na styku polityki i biznesu. 

T ż p      ń  e  e r  r           ł  re         p     r   e      ł ń pr e      

 e p e  eń     p ń      r    e    łeg  pre   e   , ge er ł-    r     ł    ef KBN - Kairat 

         . Z    ł       r           r      ł      , g   pr     ł      ć        p  ł   

          e ą eg     D     . Pr e   ą e       ł     rż       gr   e  efr      e    

  e  r  ść p ń     eg  g g      e e            eg  K      e e   . 

P  e r e       eg              ł   r  r       p       ą   e    ś    e                   e 

     , że     e p       ą. B ć   że,     p  e r e   Pr  e   Zgł        Pr e   p   ś   

Z rg        e    K r p    ( CCRP),       pr  p         ł       ł   ,      r    ge     

      r p      p      ł           e           r       r p    e,   e   er  ą   pr       

     eg  pr  e           pr   e p  e                 pr e   p   ,               

   ż    ł       e   ł   e          e pr e     że    efr           500     U D. W 

areszcie jednak       pr e     ż             eg ,      r,       re    ążą   r       

wymuszenia oraz porwanie. 
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C  ć p       e   r eś                   ł            6          e      10-letni zakaz 

peł  e    f       p          ,    ś e         e    eg     ąż  r  . N         e    e 

          eg                       granicznych, szacowanych na co najmniej 900 mln 

U D. B    e  ą  eż p   ą               eg               e  e       p         ,    r   

  g     ć     g ż            ł    ść           p ń    .  ł      p  e r            

wypadku jest Samat Abisz, bratanek N. Naz r   e  . T   pr     e     ść   e     ,     e  

p                    ś      ,    ć    r    e          eg   r      peł  ł      ą f         

KBN. P   ą      r    eż    e    eg  p     ł    r            ł   pr   e   e eg   eg  

pr e       ł    . 

 

Zamach na życie prezydenta 

Najbardziej medialnym wydarzeniem      ł      e         ń      28  r eś    pr  e  

    rż  eg    pr              pre   e    T    e  .     eg ł  ś e     ,           pr e  eg 

pr  e        ł          e.      rż   ,   reś      f       e            e   ,      ł         

   17          e   . 

D p er  p                ą eg    r             , że                   g  e  , 

   e     r  , pr           łeg   e re  r   pr    eg   e  e     ge     r ą      . Z    ł    

uznany winnym zdrady, szmuglowania broni, udział      e eg   e  pr           er  ł   

               p        e   p      e    ż     pre   e   . 

   g  e       ł    r            e     pr e  f        r      KNB p     r   e  g     ś   

                        ż   e pre   e    pr     p ł      e   gr           ł ż  

             . W   e         re       eg     e p e      p       g          ż     

  r         per     r         ą    ść     r  . P   e  ż   e           p        e,    re 

p ń       gł    ć    p r   re         , p     ł        e f      e     e      e   wane 

„pr e  e  ”, że źr  ł   p       że         ć        Kre   . Tr     p   e   eć,     

   ł       p     ć     g   e    r  eg   R       reg    e. 
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Amnestia, ale nie dla wszystkich 

W  r    e r  r           ł     r            re             e e             . W      ść   

                     ,    e  re             ł że ,                ł  pr  e    rg         

 r   ą     pr     ł   e  .      e    e   r            ł    r       r  r       postawiono 

p     1500       . N  p   ą     r eś     ą         e   e     ł   r          ą e       

      e  3           e         r e                             ł     e eg                

    r ą        e     r      . T    pr      ł       ł  e     fr            e       

              ł          r          ł    p r ą       . 

Pre   e   T    e          r      ł, że   r          ą e         ,    re  r ł       ł   

 e     r      ,   e   e   p ś  ł             pr e   p     ,   gą      er  e    g  ć 

    r  e  p łe   e. R    ą    e     e    p  ć  p łe                e      ć      er      

pr e            p r   e      e    ,    r             r             p peł        p       

     ł     e     r       4-7 stycznia. 

Z  re        ,    re   e    e    e    ,  e     ść   er   .           e    r   eń   

  r   eń pr   ,    re   e  ą   gr ż  e  e   g          r         e   ,   e       ą 

   r  e. N           r         pr      p   ż  e       pr e   p          ą  re       e 

   r       r e,      p   ż  e       –   p ł   .    e   ą   e    ą      e             e 

 .  .     err r   ,   r   ,   r p        r  r . T         , że   49    r          f  er   

 ł ż   e p e  eń    ,     p   ł      p   pr   r   r  ge er   eg ,        e e         e 

         . P           e   gą      ć     ł g   e  e   r . N     e       e   gą  eż      ć 

  p           eś  e               r p      ł      e „      N   r   e  ”. 

 

Długookresowa strategia czy przedwyborcze show? 

P    p  ą   pr  e  r            e ef   e     p pr e   e   ł      r        

  p   e             e                      r  r          r           ą    ł        eg  

pre   e   . Z   er            e           ł ń      ć pr    p      e    er     e 

 p łe   eg  g  ewu na osoby kojarzone z prezydentem Nazarbajewem. 

R    eż    e                ś      e         e     r      e   p        e   p łe    e 

p  r e    . K               pr e e                ąć      eg     g  e             

 p łe   e ,   pre   e   p  r e   e  p łe   eg     f    . Pr   e e  p       e,     gł      
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  e     ł      e   e  e r eć            e ą e   ef r    e   ł        e    -polityczne o 

charakterze korupcyjnym i czy nie poprzestanie tylko na tych najbardziej medialnych 

pr  p      . W r    eż     ć p     e     pr   p e  e  e pr   ś e       oraz  ą   ,      że 

   żą e       r    skierowane wobec           r           p   ż         e  e      e 

  ł   p    e     e  r        p         r  e    e  eg  pre   e   . W   ń        p    

      ł                 e  e   e e     . N e    ł pr           r            gą eg  

  gr   ć  eg            . 

     ą  pr  ą  e      ąż   e    ś        e       gr           pł     na rozruchy. Na co 

de facto p   ł   ł     pre   e   T    e        ą   UBZ.       p       ,  ą   ż 

pierwsze   r            ,    r   p            r      p eg     ,   46            rż      

         r       e            ł     rg                ł        err r          . W        

        ger   ć, że     e                  r eń f        e p     ł       ł ż      eg  

kr          gr      e  rg       e  err r       e. Pr   e       , że  eg    p  pr  e     ł  

pr epr       e                 r      ,    p     p       e  w ramach udzielenia oficjalnej 

  f r      p                ś      e   e f       stawianych zarzutach i wyso  ś   

wyroku. 

T   e     ł       e  p    ą       pre   e   ą    e             ś     pr e r     ś   pr  e   , 

  r   e  r   ą  ą p    ś            r g    ś                r       r   r e e   ś   

   er  ł         eg    samego pr  e  . T       e    że pr      ć do niewygodnych dla 

pre   e    p  e r eń   pr                 f        e  e p       eg  p   ł             r . 

4  UBZ     gr że     e    r    ,     e    e   ą p      ą       er e    . 

K        e   ś           er    r      e   ą, że     ł      ł       r e   r          ł     

  r p           ą            e. P er    p         e e  pre   e    p         ć 

  pe   e  e pr e r     ś   reg ł     e      ,   ł        er  , g   ś     p grąż ł       

 r     e e erge       . K              ął pr e  p   ż           e ,     m jest 

pr e   e      e   e        ł       p   ą  ń  e    r     ,                  ć 

p śre   e  eg     e                U r    e  r     pe   ć     e r      g  p   r      

   e            .      e      e     ł       ł      e   e,     e   e  e   p  pr ą    e 

wł   eg  p    r  ,         e   g  łe      p  e          p r  er  , że rep       

 e          e    r ł   r g  pr e  r eg                   pr e    e  e reg ł. 
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If Vladimir Putin told Xi Jinping anything about his invasion plans, he probably promised a 

quick and easy victory. It seems many earlier presumptions of Russian leadership as well as 

these of the Chinese Communist Party must be revised. The resistance of the Ukrainians and 

the unity and resolve of the West so far have surprised everyone. 

The war is not just about Russia and Ukraine. Putin has made it clear that he wants to 

reshuffle the entire European and even global security system, or rather to turn the clock back 

to 1991. If accepted, the Russian security guarantees proposition from December 2021 would 

mean a reduction of the US military presence in Europe and Asia. As a result, Washington 

would enjoy some freedom of action only in the Western hemisphere
1
. 

Another important fact from the point of view of our deliberations is that the war has not 

begun on 24 February 2022, but already in 2014 with the takeover of Crimea, and perhaps 

even earlier. Even in Europe, many had, and still have, problems accepting this fact and 

understanding all its consequences. 

 

1. China 

1.1 China-Russia relations are rock solid. But what rock? 

China is an eager collaborator in the project of overthrowing American hegemony. However, 

there were not many delusions about cooperation with Russia. Yun Sun (2022) from Stimson 

Center researched how Chinese analysts assessed Russian potential and capabilities. From the 

outset, the Chinese assessment of the Russian economy and political efficiency was devoid of 

illusions. Instead, the efficiency of the Russian military and diplomacy, its ability to conduct 

hybrid actions and combine these three factors were rated very highly. It made Moscow an 

   r    ve      f r Be    g.            , C   e e           e  r  e  R           ‘‘ e  r    ve 

’p  er’, ver    ep          g      ,  e      ising the situation and taking advantage of it. 

C   e    ve  ,              ere   e  er      ve      p  er    C    ’     e      r       e    

for own purposes. 

                                                           
1
 More on this topic: Budzisz M. (2021), “Rosyjska rozgrywka. Początek,” Układ Sił Numer 32 

(8/2021), 8-15. 
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Here we come to the more critical and pessimistic part of the Chinese assessment. Russia is 

perceived as a valuable source of raw materials and technology, but the latter only in the 

military domain. Moreover, the Russian market is assessed as less receptive to Chinese goods 

in comparisons to the Western markets, and the investment risk is assessed as very high. 

In addition, there is a persistent lack of trust in bilateral relations. The Chinese supposedly 

           fe r  ’R     ’   e r             ge  f        e . C      ee     e f      p  er      

wants to return to its rightful place in the international system, call it a revisionist power, but 

does not seek to destroy the existing order. The aim is to replace the United States as the 

world hegemon and to secure the power of the Chinese Communist Party. On the other hand, 

Russia is seen as a revisionist power seeking to destroy the existing order. 

The very first days of the war have turned some of the previous Chinese assessments upside 

down. The Russian military, despite some early successes, was ridiculed, the intelligence 

services failed, and diplomacy was not very successful either. Furthermore, the Russian 

network of influence built in Europe with much financial effort and time was decimated. 

C   r r     ’P    ’  pre        ,   e R       e           pr ve  re    ve   v   er   e    

massive sanctions. China, in turn, has proved incapable and unwilling to replace the West as a 

source of money and technology. It is partly a result of fears that China would become a 

target for secondary sanctions, as well as the weakness of the Russian market compared to 

markets of the EU and the US. One also has to ask whether Beijing had any real will and 

capacity to do so. 

In the following months, the Russian Ministry of Economy, thanks to enormous creativity and 

determination, has stopped the economic freefall. Nevertheless, it is unclear how long this 

will last. Russian-C   e e re          ve  ee                   f ’M     ’                   r 

partner. China is buying Russian oil and gas at promotional prices, so bilateral trade has 

increased, and nice statistics ca   e   e  f r pr p g    . H  ever, ’Be    g’         e 

towards greater economic engagement has remained steady. 

 

1.2 Ideological bias 

        p           e,  e  re      e  e     pre      f,       e  f   e r     f   e f     f ’P    ’  

regime, China would decide to throw a lifeline. 
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There are following arguments that they could. The close Sino-Russian relations are a 

personal project of Xi Jinping. The Chinese leader comes from a generation and a social 

milieu raised in the cult of Russian culture and a fascination with the Soviet Union. Xi is also 

said to admire Putin as a strong leader with whom the world reckons, even when Russia is 

weak. Furthermore, both politicians consider the fall of the Soviet Union a disaster 

(Nakazawa 2022). 

There is also an ideological bias. The CCP leadership, in general, detest the West, especially 

the US, and believes it is doomed to fail, freeing up the place for socialist China. So tell the 

“M rx      g    f      r ”       e r e   f W  g H    g,          g   ,   r e   e  er  f the 

CCP Politburo Standing Committee,          r  f   p p   r      “America Against 

  er   ”, heralding the inevitable and imminent fall of the US (Chang 2022). 

Contrary to popular opinion, the Chinese leadership is not a group of only pragmatic realists. 

The ideology still plays an important role, and since Xi Jinping took power in 2012, we have 

observed its constantly growing importance. The fear that capitalist countries are hostile to the 

’CCP’  r  e         p re     ver  r          eep   r   e .     s not only a heritage from the 

Mao era but also a result of shock caused by the 1989 pro-democracy protests, the collapse of 

the Soviet block and finally, the fall of the Soviet Union. Even though most analyses assess a 

risk of foreign invasion or a major conflict undermining the communist regime as minimal, 

anxiety has remained (Goldstein 2003: 67, Cabestan 2013: 55-58). 

D r  g   e ‘’90 ,         ee         e         e gre  e     re        e ’CCP’  p  er    e 

from the ideological sphere, making kinetic actions useless (Mattis, 2018). Consequently, 

Beijing began to look for methods to maintain a favourable international situation and shape 

opinions regarding the PRC abroad, especially in the US. Military and political theorists were 

faced with the challenge of creating an effective strategy to safeguard the interests of the state 

and the party, or rather to put it better, the party-state. Due to its military weakness at the 

time, Beijing relied on non-kinetic methods. The result is a significant emphasis on influence 

operations and hybrid operations concept known as three warfares (3W, sānzhǒng zhàn fǎ, 
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三種戰法), containing public opinion warfare (media warfare), psychological warfare and 

legal warfare
2
. 

In short, propaganda and disinformation campaigns combined with psychological operations 

and information warfare are aimed to create favourable conditions for the PRC to pursue its 

goals. In the case of Taiwan, these goals are international isolation of the Island, imposing the 

belief that any resistance is futile, dissuading the US from intervening in case of invasion. In 

broader terms of undermining American hegemony, the goal is to drive wedges between 

Washington and its allies, predominantly Europe, South Korea, Australia and Japan. 

China carefully observed Russian influence and hybrid operations and took many lessons 

fr   ’M     ’  p       . C   e    per               e  e           e       r  gr    . T e 

PLA has not seen real combat since the 1979 invasion of Vietnam and, following it, border 

skirmishes in the next decade. In both these conflicts, the Chinese military performed 

relatively poorly. Therefore, the joint exercises with the Russians were an opportunity to gain 

the necessary experience. 

There is one more important but often omitted issue. In Russia and China, the leadership sees 

their state in imperial terms. This rhetoric strongly resonates among societies. Hence the 

desire to create spheres of influence and grassroots support for such a policy. This is why 

Putin persists in trying to rebuild the Russian empire, probably not paying attention to the fact 

that it has collapsed twice in the last century. Similarly, Xi wants to go down in history as the 

renovator of the Chinese empire, which strongly stimulates his desire to annex Taiwan. 

In conclusion, we can point out a few lessons and dilemmas that could seem important to 

China: 

1. ’R     ’                ve    eg   ve   p          , eve   f      re     e . C   e e 

companies do not want to become victims of secondary sanctions if they seize the 

opportunities on the Russian market. Nevertheless, China is hit by growing 

commodities prices. Furthermore, close ties with Moscow bring a risk of reputational 

damage, 

                                                           
2
 More on this topic: Charon, P. and Jeangène Vilmer J-B. (2021), Chinese Influence Operations. A 

Machiavellian Moment. IRSEM; Behrendt P. (2022), San zhong zhanfa or Three Warfares. Chinese 
hybrid warfare. Boym Institute. 
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2. B      g   ““        -pr  f”” e            g       e    r        r .     r         

high price. Furthermore, the crippled Russian economy is not an attractive partner for 

business; nevertheless, it gives Beijing potential leverage in bilateral relations, 

3. Despite seemingly considerable combat experience, the Russian army has huge 

problems fighting theoretically weaker but NATO-trained Ukrainian military. Critical 

factors in the modern battlefield prove to be not only technologically advanced 

equipment but also the ability to use it effectively and the overall morale of troops and 

society, 

4. It is impossible to hide preparations for invasion, and modern war causes destruction 

and casualties on a massive scale. Therefore, it seems right to presume that any 

military confrontation between peer or near-peer opponents would lead to a stalemate 

and prolonged, high-cost war of attrition. 

5. The fragility of influence network and importance of media warfare. Russia was 

considered very skilful and effective in such operations. However, since the very early 

hours of the war, Ukraine has established unchallenged domination in the media, at 

least in the West, and Russia was broadly condemned as an aggressor. As already 

mentioned, the Russian influence network in Europe was much weakened. It raises 

questions about the effectiveness of Chinese influences and propaganda in case of an 

invasion of Taiwan. Right now, China actively supports and multiplies Russian 

propaganda; however, in the case of both countries, these efforts are aimed primarily 

at the domestic audience, but resonate in the Global South 

6. Here comes another important lesson – the need for tight control over the information 

space. In the case of China, a visible sign of efforts in this field is growing censorship. 

In the PRC, censors were ordered to delete any texts and posts supporting Ukraine and 

the West, and already in early March 2022, provincial governments mandated 

primary, middle and h g          e   er        e   “ e   re    rre    g ’  e’  

thoughts on Russian-Ukrainian situation”,   ere    e  ee   re      R             r  

action is legitimate, and           N T /U /’U r   e’  f    .      e f e    f 

propaganda, Beijing clearly supports Moscow with all force. 

7. West is not in decline; the Russian invasion has given it a boost in unity not seen in 

decades. The US is consolidating its leadership within the Free World, not only 

through NATO but through new projects, including energy security and coherence of 

the financial sector. It is still too early to assess whether this process will be 

sustainable; however, European allies signal a willingness to deepen transatlantic 
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cooperation and EU integration; they also gradually change their perspective on 

Russia and China, 

8. The processes mentioned above signal a heightened risk of a more rapid division of 

the world into two rival blocs. The PRC may be the second-largest economy in the 

world but is dwarfed by the combined economies of G7, EU and Australia. Potential 

allies to China in Cold War 2.0, except Russia, might be Iran, Myanmar, North Korea, 

Venezuela, all pariah states with impoverished economies. It is highly doubtful if 

China has the capacity or the will to give them all a lifeline. In the case of the situation 

when China itself becomes a target of sanctions, the economic isolation and weakness 

of these potential allies make sanctions evasion harder. 

9. Even if the government controls the media and the war has broad support in society – 

as in the case of Russia – it does not mean people are ready to make sacrifices, 

especially when casualties are much bigger than expected. 

 

1.3 Constants and reshuffles 

Despite vocal voices in the early weeks of war calling China to abandon Russia
3
, there are no 

signs of radical revaluation and change of course. On the contrary, the Taiwan Crisis of 

August 2022 probably even strengthened supporters of close relations with Moscow. 

However, it does not mean there were no reshuffles. In June 2022, Le Yucheng, deputy 

foreign minister and chief architect and implementer of Russian policy, was dismissed. Given 

his role and position, he was an ideal scapegoat to take the blame away from Xi. 

In the same month, Xi and Putin held a telephone conversation during which they agreed to 

“work together against the international order dominated by the United States and democratic 

European states”. T e g     f       e  er         re  e     re” “f  r and just”   r    r er. 

                                                           
3
 The most attention gained analysis by Hu Wei, deputy director of the Public Policy Research Centre 

at the Counselor’s Office of the State Council published on March 5. According to Hu Putin has 
ceased to be an asset for China and has become a burden. In view of the consolidation of the West 
under the leadership of the USA, the most sensible solution is to cut ties with Russia as soon as 
possible. He argued further that Beijing should actively engage in mediation, not to help Putin but to 
gain a political capital in the West. However, the scholar strongly underlined that the window of 
opportunity to do this is limited to a maximum of two weeks. Hu Wei (2022), Possible Outcomes of 
the Russo-Ukrainian War and China’s Choice, U.S.-China Perception Monitor: 
https://uscnpm.org/2022/03/12/hu-wei-russia-ukraine-war-china-choice/ [access:25.12.2023] 
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This choice of words makes clear the intentions of both partners. The Chinese leadership 

   re    e ’Kre    ’    per      r  v e            er           g R             e   

accepting the primacy of the United States. In turn, this means resignation from 

“re   f       ”      T     . 

Nevertheless, Beijing has begun to reassess the situation in the context of eventual conflict 

over the Island. According to the Taiwanese daily Taipei Times, already in March, Chinese 

analysts have been tasked with exploring the option of unification with Taiwan, also by force. 

The newspaper cites an anonymous Chinese official who said the CCP has begun work on an 

“overall strategy for resolving the Taiwan issue in the new era”. P      re    f        pe  eful 

 e     ,           r           re     ex    e . He  e   e     e        g  f ’R     ’          

   U r   e,   e ’We  ’  re p   e           er       f   e p  e      effe     f              

China (Chen and Madjar 2022). 

Of course, Beijing will try to choose the least costly solution and seek to create favourable 

conditions for the annexation of Taiwan. However, as already mentioned, the calculations and 

assumptions made before the war proved to be faulty. Therefore, much depends on how the 

war in Ukraine develops. 

 

1.4 Three possible outcomes of Ukraine war and their consequences for the Taiwan 

According to a Taipei Times source, China is considering three scenarios. In the first one, 

Vladimir Putin succeeds in achieving all his goals. Such a development would be nothing but 

an invitation for Xi Jinping to invade. 

The second scenario assumes a prolonged conflict, causing ’R     ’  e             p e. 

Nevertheless, Putin is not expected to abandon the war for fear of losing power. In turn, the 

countries of Europe and the US, plagued by the refugee crisis, inflation and high energy 

prices, are to turn to China for help, and the price of this help will, of course, be Taiwan. This 

scenario clearly suggests that the CCP will try to do anything to break the solidarity of the 

West and sow discontent among societies using economic and refugee problems. It confirms 

that in the eyes of Xi and his entourage, the West is doomed to fall, and China is somehow 

supposed to be invulnerable to inflation, the economic troubles of its major trade partners and 

own domestic and economic problems. The ideological bias is visible here. 
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The final scenario is a victory for Ukraine and the removal of Putin from power. It is not an 

 p           e  r      ’Be    g’  e e ,           e    r ge T          e   re    epe  e  e 

                e    f r  er   re g  e    e T     e e ’pe p e’          f g  . X    y then 

order an attack in an attempt to claim victory before the Island completes its defence 

preparations. The anonymous official suggests that a possible war could be an attempt to 

cover up domestic problems. In doing so, he points out that each option is subject to 

numerous variables and could be subject to far-reaching modifications. 

T e        e  r    r  g     er p  e        re    fr     e    e  f C    . ’P    ’      f        

only deepen the paranoia of the CCP leadership. The result could be further isolation of China 

from the outside world and an even more hostile stance towards the Free World. Jude 

Blanchette (2022) from the CSIS argues that Beijing would then engage in the conflict, trying 

to help Putin stay in power or at least assure that the new leader of Russia would remain an 

ally. Such a turn of events would give Taiwan more time. However, Xi Jinping has made it 

his personal goal to annex Taiwan, and there is no indication that he intends to abandon it
4
. 

There is also the issue of the economy. China is definitely more resistant to sanctions than 

Russia; however, this is only part of the picture. The Chinese economy is much more 

integrated into global markets than the Russian one and, therefore, more sensitive to 

turbulence. As the example of Huawei proves, sanctions against Chinese companies and 

entities can be very effective if carefully tailored and consequently implemented. Setting such 

a regime against the PRC would be challenging but not impossible. Experiences from Ukraine 

tell us that the easiest target would be Chinese financial reserves
5
. 

However, the situation may change, even during this decade. We observe a slowly growing 

sanction imposed on China by the US and the EU due to the genocide of Uighurs. Further, the 

growing control of the CCP over the economy and the consequences of three years of the 

““ er -C V D”” p      e    r ge   gr    g     er  f      e  e     re     e       e C    . 

Finally, there is the issue of China decoupling itself from the global economy. Xi Jinping 

openly admi    e                 e      g                             ’C    ’   epe  e  e 

                                                           
4
 One more thing should be noted at the margin. Launching invasion of Ukraine Putin clearly 

miscalculated, most probably due to information bubble and positive loop – delivering the leader 
only information his entourage thinks would please him. The question is to what extend it applies to 
Xi Jinping and the answer is rather gloomy. According to various sources Xi is no more surrounded by 
advisors but sycophants. This significantly increases the risk of miscalculation. 
5 For more on economic statecraft see: Blackwill, R. D., Harris J. (2016), War by Other Means: 
Geoeconomics and Statecraft, Harvard. 
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on imports (the dual-circulation economy). Irrespective of all the negative consequences of 

any attempt to build an autarkic economy, it creates conditions under which the Chinese 

economy would be more resistant to sanctions, but at the same time, a political decision to 

sanction the PRC would be easier
6
. 

T e f   re  f P        pr          r      f    r. ’R     ’   efe           e   re e e  p  er 

struggle within the CCP. As of now, Xi Jinping holds a virtually unchallenged position, and 

his anti-US, pro-Russian bias has the strong support of both left- and right-wing of the party. 

However, all the shortcomings and limitations of the one-man leadership that Xi is 

successively building up, replacing the earlier system based on collective decision-making by 

the Politburo Standing Committee or the Central Committee, are more and more visible. 

N  e  e e  ,   e  pp        pr ve      e      e          ’X ’        g    p  er f r   e    r  

term during the 20
th

 CCP Congress or limit his power. Furthermore, Xi may start a war to 

cover domestic problems or if he feels threatened. 

Russian failures and the Taiwan Crisis have not discouraged Beijing. The Taiwan White 

Paper published on 10 August goes closely to lines signalled by the source of Taipei Times. 

The document sets guidelines for the PRC policy towards Taiwan. Previous White Papers 

published in 1993 and 2002 emphasised the need for peaceful reunification, treating a military 

solution as a last resort. Taiwan was prom  e   r                er   e “  e      r  – two 

systems”    e ,         g,    er     ,      e    g           ff       and PLA troops to the 

Island. 

There are major changes in the new document, above all in the language used. Peaceful 

reunification is still the desired option, but the suggestions for the possible use of force are 

very clear. Provisions for a transition period have been watered down. Apart from vague 

       e e     f           g   e ’      ’  “  rre              e ”, pr    e          e   

officials and troops have disappeared. 

There are other signals. According to CIA Deputy Director David Cohen, Xi Jinping has told 

the PLA leadership that he wants to have the capability to take control of Taiwan by force by 

2027. That does not mean, as Cohen underlined, that any final and binding decision has been 

                                                           
6 In recent years, let’s mention only cases of Australia and Lithuania, China showed it’s more than 
eager to wage economic warfare even if it causes more harm to itself than to opponent. Such an 
approach suggests that most probably Beijing would be the first to shoot in an eventual trade war 
against the EU. 
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made in Beijing. However, in the report to the 20
th

 CCP Congress in October 2022, Xi, for the 

f r      e,  e   re       C     “      ever pr    e    re     e   e   e  f f r e”  g      

Taiwan. 

 

1.5 Ready or not? 

As was expected during the party congress, Xi placed in the Central Military Commission 

(CMC) officers who are loyal to him and support the use of force against Taiwan or are 

f      r        e         e  re  f  per      . T e CMC’   e     v  e-chairman has become 

general He Weidong, former commander of the PLA Eastern Theatre Command, which area 

of responsibility covers Taiwan and the East China Sea. Furthermore, general He joined the 

CMC Joint Command Centre, the top command and control body of the Chinese armed forces 

    e        e   e    e  er  f   e CCP P      r .      er CMC  e  er        “T      

backgrou  ”        r   M    H  .         e He, M     erve       e 31
st
 Group Army based in 

Fujian province, where he was a political officer. Later, in the years 2014-17, Miao was 

PLAN political commissar (Hadano 2022b, Lang and Wang 2022). 

This approach may suggest that not all PLA leadership supports the idea of military action 

against Taiwan or shares the view that such an operation can be prepared by 2027. As 

mentioned above the Chinese military lacks fresh combat experience, and exercises with the 

Russian Army were considered the best way to check and evaluate own training and 

operational concepts. The poor performance of Russian troops in Ukraine might question the 

value of military exchange with Russia. Furthermore, as Desai and Kevalarmani (2022) argue, 

despite much progress, the results of military reforms initiated by Xi are still far from 

intended, and it is doubtful they will be achieved by 2027. 

Here we come to a crucial question: how does the PLA assess lessons from the war in 

Ukraine? Sadly, all available western analyses, irrespective of their quality, are speculations. 

There are nearly no official comments or statements from the Chinese military and discussion 

among the Chinese military and security experts community gains pace slowly since the 

February 2023. Nevertheless, we can surely assume that the conflict is closely observed, and 

R     ’        r  perf r    e  e    expe                     rpr  e    C    . Never  e e  , 

the war is still far from the end. Thus the PLA may wait until some turning point to get a more 

detailed picture. 
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Quite a popular opinion says that the first lesson for Beijing from Russian failures is the need 

to bolster own nuclear deterrence (Hadano 2022a, Finkelstein 2022). The argument goes that 

the Russian nuclear arsenal and risk of escalation stopped any potential direct intervention by 

NATO and slowed down the assistance for Kiev. Therefore, another argument strengthening 

this opinion has to be signalised recently bolstering of the Chinese nuclear arsenal. 

However, there are some doubts if the Chinese nuclear built-up is related to Ukrainian war at 

all. First raises the question if a direct NATO intervention was ever an option, even without 

the Russian nuclear arsenal. Given the poor preparation of European allies for a full-scale land 

conflict, it is doubtful. The deterrence argument can be reversed. Maybe it was NATO nuclear 

arsenal that stopped Putin from taking open military actions against the Baltic states or 

retaliating against Sweden and Finland when they decided to join NATO. Finally, since the 

1960 ,   e PRC     p r  e    “ re    e  e erre  e”.  r       e    ve          Defense 

White Papers emerges a picture of an insufficient nuclear triad. Right now, China may be 

f         p   e            “ re    e  e erre  e”.  gain, deterrence is a two-way road. We have 

to assess how the US nuclear arsenal impacts the Chinese risk assessment. 

Wuthnow (2022, 2) speculates that war in Ukraine as a land-centred conflict may be less 

interesting to the PLA. A Taiwan contingency, both a full-scale invasion or a blockade, would 

be predominantly an air-sea operation. It was clearly visible during the military exercises 

launched after Speaker Pelosi visited Taiwan. The most active parts of the PLA were the 

navy, air force and rocket force. The location of seven Exercise Zones covered areas crucial 

for any attempt to put a blockade on Island and prevent the US intervention from Japan, 

Guam or the Philippines (Lin et al. 2022). 

Furthermore, Whutnow is right to point out that upon the last 40 years, the most analysed 

conflict in China and Japan was the Falkland War of 1982. Both British expedition to the 

South Atlantic and Argentinian attempts to defend the captured archipelago provides 

extensive food for thought for anyone who plans operations during an air-sea centred conflict. 

However, the Russo-Ukrainian war may give some important lessons to the PLA. First is the 

Russian inability to dominate the skies above Ukraine. It is especially surprising given the 

quantitative and qualitative superiority of the Russian air force and the huge investment in 

A2/AD systems. Nevertheless, the Ukrainian air force still actively operates, and according to 
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gen. James Hecker, commander of US Air Forces in Europe and Africa, about 80% of its 

power survived strikes in the first days of war (Parsons 2022). 

Even more striking are the limited results of naval operations in the Black Sea. Again, despite 

the huge disproportion of forces, it has been Ukrainians, not Russians, who effectively used 

an A2/AD zone, preventing any attempt to land by Odesa and sinking the cruiser Moskva, the 

flagship of the Black Sea Fleet. Another issue is the Russian failure to fortify and keep Snake 

Island. Russian power projection was refused, and the theoretically weaker side achieved 

success in the creation of an A2/AD zone. On the other hand, the case of the Black Sea shows 

how complicated modern naval operations are (Tavsan 2022). 

Here comes the main difference between Russian and Chinese war plans. From what is 

known, the PLA plans to start the military part of an operation with massive missiles and 

airstrikes against the Taiwanese critical infrastructure. The goal is to eliminate the air force, 

stockpiles, military and civilian command and control centres, power and water supply of 

defenders in one fell swoop. It is exactly what Russia had not done in the first days of the 

invasion. On the other hand, China takes this issue very seriously and gathered across the 

Taiwan Strait an impressive, at least on paper, number of assets like ballistic and cruise 

missiles and multiple rocket launcher systems with range covering the whole Island. 

Given the sheer numbers, it should be enough to suppress the defence and create conditions 

for a virtually unopposed landing before the US could come to help. However, as Russian 

experiences from Ukraine show, even massive artillery fire does not guarantee success. 

Furthermore, given the high level of urbanisation, it would be impossible to avoid heavy 

casualties among civilians and the destruction of physical infrastructure, which might later 

negatively affect the advance of landing forces. 

A critical issue is the size of Chinese munition stockpiles and the ability of logistics to ensure 

swift and uninterrupted deliveries. Another important issue is preparation to resist Taiwanese 

counterbattery fire. During the last decade, Taiwan has invested many resources in 

capabilities enabling retaliatory strikes against targets deep into the mainland. 

The initial long-range fires play a crucial role in PLA invasion plans. From what is known, 

the whole concept assumes that massive precision strikes pave the way to a successful 

landing, after which nearly all resistance crumbles. This assumption is based on additional 

      er      :   e  pe      per      f r e  (   )  re    e    “ e  p    e”   e T     e e 
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leadership, as well as PLA is able to block any attempts to come to help by the US and, 

eventually, its allies. These may prove to be weak points of the whole doctrine, especially if 

defenders are warned in advance and on alert, just like in the case of Ukraine. 

Furthermore, how well the PLA is prepared for post-landing operations like prolonged 

guerrilla combat in the urban environment and occupation tasks is unclear. The latter would 

 e       e e g ge e    f   e p r       r  Pe p e’   r e  P    e (P P) (W       2022, 

9). The question is if the PAP would provide only relevant training or send troops, what 

would put additional strain on command and control (C2), and logistics systems. 

Nevertheless, Beijing has to have prepare occupation plans. Based on what was seen in Hong 

Kong, Xinjiang, Tibet, Inner Mongolia and even China proper, the perspectives for Taiwanese 

under the occupation regime look grim. 

In the land dimension of military preparations, there may be also one another important lesson 

for China. During the reforms initiated by Xi in 2015, the PLA emulated the Russian concept 

of battalion tactical groups (BTG), where the smallest unit of combined arms is a battalion. It 

is even reflected in the Chinese terminology, where combined arms battalions replaced most 

of the previous tank, infantry etc. battalions (Whutnow 2022, 8). BTGs were considered an 

effective solution, successfully tested in the years 2014-2015 against Ukraine in Donbas. 

However, what was effective during a low-intensity conflict, failed in the full-scale war. 

Battalion proved to be a too small level for combined arms troops, putting too much burden 

on commanders. 

Many of the Russian setbacks are rooted in insufficient command and control (C2) systems 

and a lack in jointness. It should be noted that Chinese exercises around Taiwan put much 

emphasis exactly on these issues (Lin et al. 2022). 

Is this a prove the PLA takes lessons from the war in Ukraine? Not necessarily. Building C2 

and jointness that can rival the US military has been one of the top priorities since the reforms 

       e       e ’90   f er   e   r      f W r. Due to confidence in their own efforts and 

achievements, the Chinese civilian and military leadership may ignore Russian failures and 

build a false sense of own superiority (Whutnow 2022, 2). The degree of overconfidence 

depends on the extent the Chinese establishment, especially Xi himself, believes their own 

propaganda and – just like Putin – underestimates opponents. 
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1.6 Confirmed assumptions 

However, the course of the war in Ukraine may confirm earlier PLA assumptions in some 

instances. It applies mainly to the large-scale use of various UAVs and UCAVs. Drones, both 

military and commercial, have become an indispensable tool for the modern military. In the 

last two decades, China has invested much effort in creating a thriving drone industry, able to 

deliver systems to own military and export users, as well as producing software enhancing 

capabilities of commercial systems. 

There are other possibilities. The PLA may carefully analyse the conflict and learn many 

valuable lessons, there  is always a huge gap between proper assessment and subsequent 

implementation of a new solution (Whutnow 2022, 3). The inertia typical for all big 

institutions – the military included –  may play against the efficacy of the PLA. Eventually, 

implementing lessons from the war may endanger the interests of influential groups or go 

against the political lines. There is a number of options between those two extremums. 

Another issue in the case of both Russia and China is rigid and extensively hierarchical 

military cultures. The career path has a clearly defined pace in which outstanding officers who 

could introduce ground-breaking changes have to wait for their turn for promotion. Thus 

shifts in approach often have a generational character. Nevertheless, it is not a problem of 

Russia and China only. To various extent, it applies to any military, the US and Taiwan 

included (Desai 2023). 

 

2. Taiwan 

2.1 American support 

Since the Clinton administration, the US started to limit military support to Taiwan in the 

name of better relations with China. Nevertheless, this never meant abandonment. On the 

contrary, Washington pursued policy of ensuring Taiwan has basic capability to defend itself. 

However, what this basic capability is has never been precisely defined. The Bush 

administration accepted sell of four decommissioned Kidd class destroyers (Kee Lung class) 

and FGM-148 Javelin anti-tank missiles, while the Obama administration gave the green light 

to sell AH-64E Apache attack helicopters and modernisation of Republic of China Air Force 

(RoCAF) F-16A/B jet fighters to F-16V version. 
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However, it was the Trump administration that once again changed the course. Military 

support to Taiwan grew significantly in terms of quantity. Among numerous contracts were: 

M1A2T Abrams tanks, Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, MQ-9 Reaper unmanned aerial vehicles, 

M142 HIMARS rocket system with GMLRS missiles and ATACMS ballistic missiles, AGM-

84H SLAM-ER anti-   p  r   e       e . T e e “ e     e ”  e p     re   pp e e  e     

less flashy but not less important deliveries of munition, radars, electronic warfare (EW) and 

reconnaissance equipment. Last but not least, American companies are engaged in the 

Taiwanese Indigenous Defense Submarine (IDS) project. The Trump administration also 

launched a program of enhanced economic cooperation. 

All these projects are continued by the Biden administration. It also initiated new ones like the 

technology- r e  e   UKU         e  r   e  re       f “C    -free”   pp              r      

technologies like semiconductors, medical technologies or electric vehicles as well as 

  pp r   g “C    +1”     e   pr     e        er  e   r . M re ver,   e         f  e   r    

in December 2021 showed that Washington is strongly interested in cooperating with Taiwan 

in new multilateral formats. 

Recently US intelligence showed its capabilities and regained prestige sharply undermined 

two decades ago in the run-up to the invasion of Iraq. It gives hope that intelligence 

information on China would also be correct and precise. Due to its covert nature, it is very 

hard to evaluate the degree of data sharing and information exchange between the US and 

Taiwan. However, due to the decades-long cooperation, it may be even much stronger and 

deeper than in the case of Ukraine. 2.2 Pitfalls of intelligence cooperation 

On the other hand, intelligence sharing demands solid counterintelligence protection. In the 

case of Taiwan, there is considerable degree of risk in this issue. For decades the Islands were 

targeted by large-scale espionage operations of Chinese intelligence services, which brought 

numerous successes. In late 2021, it was revealed that the security detail of President Tsai 

Ing-wen had been compromised (Lee, Lague 2021). In the last months of 2022, media reports 

disclosed that the infiltration of the Taiwanese military and administration by Chinese 

intelligence rapidly expanded. It raises serious concerns about the security of not only shared 

data but the defence plans as well. Maybe the most valuable lessons Taiwan can learn from 

Ukraine are not from the battlefields but from counterintelligence protecting the political and 

military operations and military planning. 
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Intelligence will be crucial to assess if China is really preparing for an invasion. War in 

Ukraine gives here several valuable lessons. First, Russian preparations could not be hidden; 

they lasted nearly a year, and some 190,000 troops were assembled. Given the scale of the 

naval invasion, preparations in China will have to be carried out with even greater vigour and 

will be even more difficult to conceal. 

 

2.2 Can the invasion be successful? 

Contrary to popular belief, even among analysts, the invasion of Taiwan would be nothing 

like Normandy 1944. As Ian Eaton (2021) from Project 2049 Institute points out, a vision of a 

large-scale operation led by a huge fleet and combining an air and sea landing undoubtedly 

appeals to the imagination, but it is fundamentally false. Normandy in 1944 was a rural, 

sparsely populated area with beaches suitable for landing. Taiwan is a mountainous, heavily 

urbanised island with only limited number of landing sites along its entire coastline. However, 

direct assaults at ports cannot be excluded. Given the conditions, an airborne/heliborne assault 

may be preferable for the PLA. The attackers and defenders, therefore, face very different 

conditions. 

Interestingly enough, other world war two operations that combined air and sea landing are 

rarely brought into consideration, at least in the western public discourse. The German 

invasion of Crete in 1941 (operation Merkur) and the allied landing on Sicily in 1943 

(operation Husky) were attacks on mountainous islands. Despite final successes, both 

operations proved to be complicated and hard-won, with airborne troops paying a high price 

in blood. 

Eaton estimates the forces needed for the invasion of Taiwan between 300 000 and 400 000. 

However, this refers only to troops directly involved and a best-case scenario in which 

T     ’                                 e    re p r    e ,       e  e    f     e    

kidnapped or killed. In worse scenarios, the war could involve between 1.35 million and even 

2.25 million men from the regular forces and paramilitary formations supporting them. It 

opens up a whole list of questions about the extent to which Chinese C2 systems can cope 

with directing such a mass of men and equipment. Further questions relate to the ability of 

Chinese logistics to supply the invasion force, which will consume vast quantities of fuel, 

ammunition, food and medicaments. In addition, the invasion will require massive 
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mobilisation among merchant ships and civil aviation, adversely affecting the economy if the 

conflict is prolonged. 

However, Jeffrey Hornung (2022) of the RAND Corporation describes several factors that 

indicate that the PRC is preparing for an invasion, not large-scale exercises. It will be inferred 

from the build-up of larger stocks of ammunition, food and fuel in the area of operations and 

the setting up of numerous field hospitals. Thus, constant observation, satellite 

reconnaissance, surveillance and intelligence gathering are crucial. A key factor will be 

extensive cooperation and information sharing not only between the United States and Taiwan 

but also by drawing in other allies and partners such as Japan and Australia. 

Eaton also draws attention to another often overlooked aspect of the theoretical consideration 

of invasion. Contrary to the war in Ukraine, conflict around Taiwan would be the first battle 

fought by modern armed forces with capabilities to operate not only in traditional battlefield 

domains but also in cyberspace, the electromagnetic spectrum and to a limited extent in space. 

It leads to a huge number of variables that, in many cases, have probably not yet surfaced, and 

military planners on both sides are unaware. 

Given the 3W doctrine
7
, any military action would be preceded by a series of cognitive 

actions aimed to present the operation as legal and in line with international law, isolate 

Taiwan internationally, break its will to fight and sow chaos, as well, as well as boost morale 

in China. However, in practice, it would mean a colossal propaganda and disinformation 

campaign and psychological operations combined with increased Chinese activity in 

international organisations. 

Given the experiences of recent conflicts and the PLA strategy, the first stage of the military 

operation will combine massive missile and airstrikes, cyber-attacks and special forces 

operations aimed to disrupt Taiwanese military and civilian command and control chains, 

suppress air and coastal defence, kill or capture the top leadership. The war in Ukraine 

showed the importance of active political leadership to maintain morale and lead the 

resistance. Already in 2015, Chinese special forces trained an attack on a facility very similar 

     e Pre   e  ’   ff  e    T  pe . 

                                                           
7
 Behrendt Paweł, San Zhong Zhanfa or Three Warfares. Chinese Hybrid Warfare,  Instytut Boyma, 2022, 

https://instytutboyma.org/en/san-zhong-zhanfa-or-three-warfares-chinese-hybrid-warfare/ 
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2.3 Why Ukrainian example matters for Taiwan? 

The successes of the Ukrainians against the invasion are proving very important for Taiwan. 

In short: they give Taiwanese people the will to fight and the hope of victory. Global Views 

Monthly, known for its politically neutral views, regularly con        rve    f      e  ’ 

readiness to defend the country. In a survey at the end of December 2021, only 40.3% of 

respondents reported a willingness to fight. By early March 2022, this group had grown to 

70.2%. Similarly, the number of respondents refusing to fight decreased from 51.3% to 

20.8%. 

It is a very significant development, posing a serious problem for Beijing. Years of cognitive 

and agent activities in Taiwan may come into question. Also important is the domestic front, 

where China resembles Russia in some respects. Years of turbo-nationalist propaganda 

verging on fascism have led the majority of the population to support the annexation of the 

“re e       pr v   e”      e     er    ,       e pr  pe    f   r     f g    g  g      pe p e 

perceived to be Chinese raises some doubts. 

As preparations for an invasion can be easily identified, the preparations for defence or at 

least minimalise effects of attacks on key military and civilian infrastructure may be started in 

advance. The same applies to the security of the most important VIPs, especially the 

president. Special forces have first to get to the Island. Even if they get there undercover 

before the war, there are still plenty of opportunities that something may go wrong, especially 

when intelligence and counterintelligence work properly and the population remains vigilant. 

The crucial issue is resilience against expected massive missile and airstrikes. Previous 

Taiwanese defence plans were based on the assumption of fighting under a contested air and 

naval environment, which was giving an advantage to defenders. However, during the recent 

decade, the balance shifted in favour of the PLA. In case the RoCAF proves unable to contest 

the airspace over the Island and its direct surrounding, chances to repel invasion rapidly 

diminish. 

 

2.4 Capabilities needed for successful defence 

     re    , f  r     e   e   e   pr  r    f r T     ’   efe  er .   r             -layered air 

and missile defence system able to limit the activities of the PLAAF and intercept at least part 
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of incoming ballistic and cruise missiles. Second, a valuable option, taken into account by the 

Taiwanese military, is the deployment of CRAM (counter rocket, artillery, mortar) systems 

for the defence of crucial infrastructure. Third, Ericson and Collins (2022) point out also for 

electronic warfare systems able to jam the Chinese satellite guidance system, as well as 

numerous UAVs and UCAVs. 

The second crucial and probably most critical issue is the creation of a dispersed logistics 

system. Numerous small storages, fuel and ammunition depots increase the chances to limit 

damages caused by missile and air attacks. 

However, this is just the tip of the iceberg. Even if storage facilities in secure locations like 

mountains survive strikes, the supplies must be transported to the troops. In the case of 

PLAAF winning control over the airspace over the Island, it would quickly become a nearly 

impossible task. So, dispersed logistics must not be limited to storages but include an elastic, 

resilient and sustainable transportation system. 

Facing a sure perspective of naval and air blockade and an eventuality that conflict can be 

limited to such operations, Taiwan needs to prepare sufficient reserve of everything from fuel 

   f   ,  e     e           er. T     ’  M     r   f E         ff  r  e      e     2020 

that the local food and key goods stocks as sufficient for 1-3 months. However, these are very 

general numbers that do not enable correct planning for military and civil defence, as well as 

withstanding a prolonged blockade. 

      r     ff   e    re f e  re erve . T     ’  g vernment is obligated to store petroleum 

stocks equivalent to 30 days of consumption from the previous year. Ericson and Collins 

(2022) suggest 60 days of liquid fuel in hardened and dispersed locations. Again fuel storage 

is just an element of a broader problem. Given the high urbanisation and population density 

level, the Chinese strikes would greatly affect civilians. 

The most effective way to increase resilience in this field seems to be decentralising the 

energy and water systems. Power generators and wells at the community level would maintain 

electricity and fresh water at a minimum necessary level. Here also opens a field for broader 

use of renewables, especially solar panels, used at the level of individual households. 

Furthermore, the former Chief of Staff admiral Lee His-min sees a military use for renewable 

facilities. For example, offshore wind farms can be used to impede a seaborne landing (Lee 

and Lee, 2020). 
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Finally, an issue worthy of attention for Taipei is building of hardened air raid shelters for 

civilians. During the Cold War, Taiwan built a vast network of various shelters. However, 

since the 90s, many of them went out of the use or were turned into commercial facilities like 

restaurants. Moreover, there is a lack of information about the current number of available air 

raid shelters and their status in open sources. It may suggest that Taiwanese residents are 

unaware of them as well. 

Preparing a well-functioning system of shelters would not be an easy issue. Just reopening old 

facilities definitely would not be enough. An important matter is the provision of these 

facilities. In addition to access to water, energy and medical supplies, there are issues of 

adapting shelters to the needs of the elderly, disabled and children. A partial solution is the 

adaptation of subway stations and permission to construct private shelters. 

 

2.5 Can Taiwan strike back? 

Successful defense would require the ability to execute retaliatory strikes. Since 2018 the top 

Taiwanese leadership has paid more attention to deterrence. Thus, programmes already 

initiated years earlier gained more political support. The first effects are already visible in the 

forms of indigenous cruise missiles: air-launched Wan Chien (200 km range) and ground-

launched Hsiung Feng IIE (HF-2E, 600-650 km range). It gave Taiwan the capability to strike 

all relevant facilities on the coast between Hong Kong and Shanghai. In time, the range of the 

HF-2E is to be increased to 1,500 kilometres. In 2019, news emerged of a more ambitious 

Yun Feng missile design with a range of up to 2,000 kilometres. They are to be 

complemented by US ATACMS tactical ballistic missiles. 

    g   e p      e   rge    f T     ’   r   e                     e        e  f  ggre       re 

seaports, airfields, command centres, fuel depots, storage facilities and railway lines in 

mainland China. Another possible use may be counterbattery fire against PLA rocket artillery. 

Nevertheless, there are numerous concerns. For example, is Taiwan able to procure in time 

enough missiles to build credible deterrence or, in case of war, inflict significant losses to the 

e e  ?   r  er     e   re   e          f T     ’        e     pe e r  e C    ’        e 

defence system and battlefield survivability. For the latter reason, mobile launchers were 

considered the most optimal. 
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The procurement of missiles is just half of the whole issue. To conduct a successful 

retaliation, one needs to know where to strike. So a burning necessity becomes building an 

effective ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance). 

Reliance on information from allies and commercial systems like Starlink has its limitations. 

T     ’   efe  e       r                e    e  eve  p e    f   r   e   e  g e            

microsatellites weighing 50-200 kilograms into low earth orbit. It might be an initial phase in 

building own space-based ISTAR capabilities. Other options that may be attractive for 

Taiwan are high altitude long, endurance UAVs and pseudosatelites. Same as by missiles, the 

questions of sufficient time, resources allocated and political will may be critical for a 

successful deployment of those systems. 

In case of conflict, the cyber warfare will be implemented by the two technically advanced 

societies at a previously unknown scale. This new domain of the battlefield is hidden in 

secrecy. We know that both sides have the ability to wage intensive cyberwarfare, but its 

course and effect on military operations and the functioning of states remain speculative. 

Nevertheless, we know as the matter of fact that the PRC and its military pay much attention 

to cyber capabilities seen not only as a tool of operations, but also as an enabler and amplifier 

of other capabilities. 

As Desai (2023) pointed out: 

Over the years, the PLA has developed “system-breaking warfare” as a core theory of 

guiding warfare (體系破擊戰, tǐxì pò jí zhàn). This means paralysing and destroying the 

enemy’s operations system. This is coupled with a new combat concept, “multi-domain 

precision warfare”, which focuses on breaking through the enemy’s blind spots through the 

“command, information, intelligence, surveillance” (C4ISR) system combined with big data 

and artificial intelligence and launch precision strikes through joint operations (多域精確戰, 

duō yù jīngquè zhàn). Military warfare theory and military technology are the two wheels 

driving military modernisation for the effective implementation of “System-breaking warfare” 

or “multi-domain precision warfare” in the future. 

Own cyber capabilities become in such conditions crucial to defend own systems and thwart 

  e exe        f  pp  e  ’  p    . 
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2.6 Applying cognitive warfare 

More complicated is counteracting cognitive warfare. It is especially complicated in 

democratic societies like Taiwan, which are not subject to an elaborate control system. Basing 

on Indian experiences Singh (2013, 40) identified four main methods: developing institutional 

framework and responses; creating awareness of 3W techniques and developing standard 

operating procedures (SOPs) for effects mitigation; focusing on flexible and sustainable 

responses; and pre-empting attacks, taking into consideration shifts in the political and 

military situation. 

It is essential to move beyond the division between wartime and peacetime operations. 

Supremacy in the information sphere depends on modern information technologies. The 

collection and transmission of information is an integral part, but also the ability to degrade its 

quality, whether by slowing down transmission or inserting false or inaccurate data. 

It is also e  e          e r              C    ’   e        p       g       rf re   rge       

only officials and government functionaries at all levels – from government members to 

ordinary officials, from generals to privates – but also society as a whole. Attacks target not 

only the physical information infrastructure and the data that passes through it (the scope of 

activities includes cyberattacks and the spread of fake news) but also the people who interact 

with this data, especially decision-makers. Therefore, it is crucial to sensitise telecoms and 

social media (Singh 2013, 40) and build a relatively secure telecom infrastructure. 

In the case of Taiwan, coordinated cooperation with the US in the information domain would 

be no less important than intelligence, military and economic support. During the conflict, a 

crucial issue would be denying China any occasion to overtake narration on ongoing events. 

Nonetheless, building a positive image of Taiwan in Europe and other countries labelled as 

the Free World before any war occurs is equally important. Gaining the sympathy of the 

European media and public opinion will enable them to exert pressure on governments to take 

action. Gaining new allies will also be very important for Taiwanese morale. The Tsai 

administration is working to capitalise the growing Western concern with the politics of 

autocratic powers (Oswald 2022). A visible sign of success in this field may be a larger 

number of parliamentary delegations from the US and the EU visiting Taiwan. 
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2.7 Taiwan: too important to be left alone? 

Another trump card for Taiwan could be its status as the global leader in the production of 

semiconductors (Arcuri and Lu 2022). This fact can be used to encourage governments of 

developed countries to offer measurable support in the already mentioned four crucial areas: 

economy, intelligence, military and technology. Yet the same advantage might be a 

disadvantage. Facing a shortage of semiconductors in 2021/2022 – which would only deepen 

during a contingency, be it blockade or war,- the US, Japan and European countries launched 

programs aiming to rebuild their own production capabilities. One of the methods is luring 

Taiwanese companies to build foundries and research facilities. 

It is an attractive solution for companies, enabling protection of at least part of assets in case 

 f  r    . H  ever,       er   e  T     ’  p            e          r        r           r . 

Under such circumstances, in the mid-to-long-term perspective, importance of the Islands as a 

producer and, thus, the political leverage, will wane. 

T     ’  r  e          f r  e          r  pr                 e  f r C         e  . Be    g 

considers correctly that a dependence in this field is a weakness. Hence the efforts in building 

own capabilities. The PRC already has numerous achievements, often spurred by US 

sanctions. Nevertheless, it is probable that in long-term US sanctions efforts implemented in 

October 2022 would effectively slow down Chinese progress. In case of escalating conflict, 

Beijing may consider the attack on Taiwan as a way to cut off the US and the West from 

semiconductors and cripple their economies. 

 

2.8 Regional impact of the conflict 

T e U              e p       f “  r  eg       g    ”,       ere    f r   f  e erre  e  g      

China
8
. However, some scenarios of invasion take into account Chinese pre-emptive strikes 

against American forces in the Western Pacific. This possibility includes not only Guam but 

                                                           
8
 Nevertheless, it should be remembered that “strategic ambiguity” has equally to deter Taipei from 

taking any bolder moves, like declaring independence as Taiwan and thus provoking the PRC. 
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also installations in Japan and – rarely mentioned – in South Korea
9
. Moreover, if Chinese 

missile and cyberattacks affect non-US infrastructure, it can quickly lead to escalation. 

  r  er  re,   e 2021 W   e P per “Defe  e  f   p  ”        e      e r        e  e  r     f 

the country is directly linked to the security of Taiwan. The PRC       e   f e       p  ’  

most significant security challenge and threat, ahead even of North Korea. Such a perspective 

has been repeated in the 2022 National Security Strategy. The direct reference to Taiwan and 

  e   g  pr f  e g ve       e        ’  e urity is new but not surprising. As early as March 

2021, Tokyo reported that Defence Minister Nobuo Kishi and US Defence Secretary Lloyd 

Austin had agreed to make the cooperation even closer between the two countries in the event 

of an invasion of Taiwan by China. 

Of course, it is unclear if Japan would take direct military action even under attack. For 

Tokyo, a preferable choice is always delivering defensive and logistic support to US forces. 

South Korea, until now, has not addressed the Taiwan issue officially. However, under 

President Yoon Suk-yeol, a more assertive policy towards China and closer cooperation with 

the US and Japan has been introduced. 

Given tense relations with Beijing, a potential partner for Taiwan can be Australia, which has 

started to build an ever-closer alliance with Washington. Given the surprisingly strong 

Australian economic and military help for Ukraine, support for Taiwan is even more probable. 

Other countries coming into play are primarily the UK and France, which are increasingly 

sceptical of China and expand their military presence in the Indo-Pacific region. Other 

potential European partners include the Netherlands and Germany, which published their own 

respective Indo-Pacific strategies. However, given their limited power projection capabilities, 

they should not be counted on too much. The same applies to other European states; their 

security interests focus on Europe and its direct neighbourhood. Furthermore, the US press 

European allies to concentrate on Russia. 

Until recently, the mood regarding the war against China was pessimistic in the US military. 

However, General Clint Hinote, US Air Force deputy chief of staff for strategy, argued that 

the successful defence of Taiwan would be possible first in the year 2030 (Insinna 2021). 

Basing on the series of war games, Hinote pointed out that China could be defeated in its 

                                                           
9
 Strangely enough South Korea often is missing from equations. The US bases on the Peninsula in 

case of military clashes can be as much useful as bases in Japan, offering crucial support for air and 
naval operations in the East China Sea. 
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backyard, but the US have to be prepared for heavy losses, with the Chinese losses being even 

heavier. Hinote raises an important question: how many casualties are the Americans prepared 

to sustain? At the same time, he indicated that the aim is to create the situation in which 

decision-makers in Beijing conclude that it is not beneficial to start hostilities due to the poor 

chances of success. And thus, in the final analysis, no one will die. 

On the other hand, the Chinese leadership has the same calculations – create a situation in 

which US decision-makers come to the conclusion that Taiwan is in a hopeless situation and 

attempt to stop the PRC is futile. 

However, not everyone has been so pessimistic. Hsieh Pei-hsueh of the Institute for National 

Defense and Security Research (INSDR) argues that the defence of Taiwan can actually be 

done now, and only the support of the reorganised US Marine Corps would be needed. Hsieh 

is far from being over-optimistic; he is clear that repelling an invasion does not mean winning 

the war. Nevertheless, the example of Ukraine has given not only hope and courage but, more 

importantly, valuable lessons on modern warfare and, most probably, a headache to the 

Chinese leadership. 

 

2.9 It is the society who fights 

Finally, an important lesson from the war for Taiwan is the need to create a robust reserves 

and mobilisation system. In December 2022, President Tsai Ing-wen and her administration 

decided to re-ex e        r p     fr   f  r             e  e r        re  e      r p  ’ 

salaries. Furthermore, the military would be divided into four tiers with clearly divided tasks. 

The core of the army is to remain the volunteer professi     “            f r e”  e  g e     

perform the main missions of peacetime security and offensive operations during the war. 

“  rr     f r e ”    e  p  f      r p    re     e re p      e f r           efe  e,         g 

the protection of key installations and facilities. The civil defence system is to be the last line 

of defence, although its tasks have not yet been made clear. The last tier would be the reserve 

system (Everington 2022). 

However, with extended military service, Taiwan faces similar problems to Russia. After 

years of personnel reductions and budget cuts, the military has neither enough training 

facilities nor enough officers and non-commissioned officers (NCOs) to support re-extended 
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military service. As a result, the whole training system for conscripts and reservists has to be 

reorganised throughout to perform the foreseen tasks. However, critics point out that until 

now, the Tsai administration more talked about it than took serious actions (Hong 2022). 

Nonetheless, the main problem of Taiw  ’   efe  e      e   ge    pr p r      f f r e  

 g        e PRC.       e p     re p                 e ge       e “ ver    Defe  e C   ep ” 

introduced in 2017 by the then Chief of the General Staff, admiral Lee Hsi-ming. The doctrine 

put much emphasis on asymmetric operations, many small, mobile and inexpensive weapons 

             rv ve PL N’                 , e pe          g-range missiles and combat aircraft. 

In this group were drones, naval mines, mobile anti-ship cruise missiles launchers, fast attack 

crafts, more drones, portable anti-aircraft and anti-tank systems, electronic warfare systems 

and, once again, more drones. 

T e “ ver    Defe  e C   ep ”           rv ve   e f r     r  e     e   re         e  rr v    f 

the US troops. Lee labelled legacy platforms, such as tanks, submarines and aircraft, as 

generating high costs, resulting in a lack of funds to purchase cheaper systems that could 

otherwise be fielded in large numbers. Other unconventional ideas were portable ski-jumps 

for V/STOL aircraft, employment of modern equivalent of Q-ships, or already mentioned 

offshore wind farms as anti-landing obstacles (Lee and Lee 2020). This asymmetrical 

approach gained applause from the Pentagon and the US think-tank community. 

H  ever,  f er Lee re  re     2019,   p e e         f   e “ ver    Defe  e C   ep ”     e  

much down. Lee is still calling for a revolution in the armed forces, which is never well 

re e ve . T e e         e      T     ’   efe  e       r            r       een wary of such 

voices over the years. On the one hand, the concept of asymmetric deterrence and drones have 

been developed, while on the other, there is a large investment in very expensive projects of 

an indigenous submarine program, the modernisation of F-16 fighters and the purchase of 

M1A2 Abrams main battle tanks. 

Such policy causes intensive debates between Taiwan and the US. However, there are reasons 

for Taipei to invest in legacy platforms, especially aircraft and naval. Irrespective of the real 

risk of invasion, there is an issue of Chinese intrusions across the median line in the Taiwan 

Strait. Here the PRC is testing how far it can go. The only way to check and intercept such 

intrusion and showing by this own resolve is to employ fighter aircraft and warships. 
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3. Conclusion 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine raised international tension to the level unseen since the end 

of the Cold War. According to CIA Director William Burns, Russian setbacks in the war 

 g      U r   e        ere  X     p  g        p r        “re   f ” T       ith Mainland, by 

force if necessary. Nonetheless, the PLA has been ordered to be ready to conduct an invasion 

by 2027. Contrary to numerous Pentagon officials, Burns emphasised that it does not mean 

China will start a war in 2027 (Martina and Brunnstrom 2023). Moreover, it does not mean 

either that the military will also be ready to execute an invasion order by that date. 

Never  e e  ,           e      e       ere      e X ’           . 

 e            e    r          f   e “ ver    Defe  e C   ep ”            T     ’        r  

may have problems with the implementation of lessons from the war in Ukraine as well. Thus 

any analysis should avoid the schema in which Russian failures apply only to China, while 

Ukrainian successes only to Taiwan. Both sides of a potential conflict are learning. Another 

issue is the institutional ability to properly asses and implement lessons. 

T e PL      p        eff r       prep r       f r “re   f       ”        fr          g      

the US and its allies for years. However, the spec      r  r     f P    ’          p    g ve 

Taiwan a golden opportunity to reassess own strengths and weaknesses and better prepare for 

an eventual contingency. Such an opportunity sould not be wasted. 
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In April 2021, the 30 years of establishing diplomatic relations between the Republic of Korea 

(ROK) and Albania was officially organized in the South Korean embassy in Athens
10

, the 

capital of Greece. The localization of these official festivities perfectly pictured the nature of 

the relations between these two countries: They know each other, but as of 2021, not enough 

to continue together. Albania, with a population of 2.8 million inhabitants, is not a target 

market for South Korean brands, which are gaining important market shares in CEE11 (Central 

and Eastern European) countries. 

From the official perspective, Albania has no ROK embassy despite establishing bilateral 

diplomatic relations on 22 August 1991. Regarding its South Korean counterpart, the 

ambassador resides in Athens.     r   g           ’  f re g   ff  r        r ,    e      e  

or Albanian consulates exist in ROK
12

. In difference from the majority of CEE countries, 

there is also no South Korean cultural centre in Albania, and the majority of the South Korean 

interests in Albania go with the presence of South Korean clergy members. 

 

The Albanian population and the confusion between Chinese and Korean people 

From a historical perspective, Korea-Albania relations existed in the past; however, they were 

focused exclusively on North Korea until the collapse of communism in Albania in 1991. 

Diplomatic relations between Albania and North Korea were established on 28 November 

1948,   e          f         f er   e De   r     Pe p e’  Rep       f K re  (DPRK)     

proclaimed. The communist governments of the Albanian dictator Enver Hoxha and Kim Il-

sung were often compared for their similarities in their diplomatic isolation and Stalinist-style 

regimes. Albania and North Korea also rejected the destalinization initiated by Nikita 

Khrushchev in 1956. Relations were so closed between Tirana and Pyongyang that both 

countries maintained bilateral embassies until the 1990s. DPRK was one of the few Asian 

countries with which Albania maintained ties. 

Nevertheless, until 1991, a major part of Albanian relations with Asia was focused on China. 

This country was the main and probably the only one which ensured the viability of the 

communist regime in South-East Europe (as China is doing in the case of North Korea.) 

                                                           
10
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11

 https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Business/view?articleId=137636 [access: 24.12.2023] 
12
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Unfortunately, the presence of China and its representatives in Albania is not favourably 

connotated by the Albanian population. To some extent, Chinese faces are considered suspect 

in Albania. For this reason, the physical look of the 106 ROK citizens registered in Albania13 

can be confused with Chinese people and jeopardize positive connotations of the Korean 

nation. South Korean initiatives may promote the improvement of the image of South Korea 

in Albania. Seoul perfectly knows how to do it. Korean culture is penetrating into other CEE 

countries, so why not Albania? A viable partner would be the Korean Federation of Balkans, 

such as the Kimchi festival, which also took place in Tirana. 

 

Economy as the main driver of relations between Tirana and Seoul 

Based on the strong  rg  e              K re ’  e       r   e       e  e   -largest 

economy in the world, Tirana shall promote South Korean investments. The economic 

exchange between both countries is still symbolic compared to the trade of South Korea with 

other CEE countries. According to data provided by the ROK Ministry of Foreign Affairs14, 

as of 2021, South Korea exported goods for a value of USD 34 million (automotive spare 

parts and petrochemicals products) and imported from Albania mainly minerals, converters, 

and fabric products for a value of USD 21.1 million. Due to the opacity of the Albanian 

markets, some famous Korean brands, such as the automobile manufacturer Ssangyong, have 

no representatives in this country. From a political perspective, Albanian delegations visit 

South Korea but not regularly. For instance, Edi Rama, the mayor of Tirana, visited Seoul in 

September 2002. Except for one additional delegation in November of the same year, the next 

visit took place in May 2006 with Besnik Mustafaj, the Albanian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

coming to South Korea. On the other side, no high levels visits took place from the South 

Korean side. Curiously, ministerial talks between both countries also took place abroad in 

Astana and New York
15

. The placement of a South Korean ambassador to Albania mixed with 

high involvement with the Albanian – South Korean Friendship Parliamentary group may 

change the deal. However, it requests a real interest in Korean affairs by Albanian politicians, 

who are probably more interested in the Albanian candidature for EU membership. 

                                                           
13

 https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/nation/m_4902/view.do?seq=74 [access: 24.12.2023] 
14

 Ibidem 
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As mentioned previously, there are also no Albanian representations in South Korea. The 

main point of contact in Albania will remain Agron Papuli, the honorary consular for South 

Korean citizens and one of the richest citizens of Albania. He is a businessman who has 

previously been one of the sponsors of the football club KF Tirana. Papuli is the head of a 

company distributing cars from various brands such as Hyundai and Mitsubishi. He may be 

one of those who may improve relations between both countries. 

 

Findings 

The major challenge for South Korea is the fact that Albania is a small country with a limited 

market for South Korean products. Albania is also not known enough by the South Korean 

population. There is also a low number of ROK citizens in other Balkan countries. According 

to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of South Korea16, there are sixteen South Korean citizens 

based in North Macedonia, thirty in Kosovo, and hundred thirty-six South Koreans in Serbia 

as of 2022. South Korea also has no diplomatic relations with Kosovo. 

Due to the bright position of South Korea in the economy of CEE countries, what could 

Tirana do to increase the level of its relations with Seoul? First, overall, implementing no 

costs measures. For instance, perhaps continuing their announcement in December 2022 

concerning their abolishing policy toward Chinese citizens17 by providing visa-free travel to 

South Koreans? 

On the other side, as a part of their cultural policy, South Korean authorities could invite some 

Albanians to study in South Korea. Maybe one of them would become the next ambassador of 

the South-Eastern culture in Seoul, as Mikhal Ashminov, the Bulgarian-Polish cook, did 

through his recognized owned restaurant in Seoul18. 

                                                           
16

 https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/nation/m_4902/view.do?seq=118 [access: 24.12.2023] 
17

 Sinoruka Fjori, Albania Backs Scrapping Visas for Chinese in Snub to EU, BalkanInsight, 2022, 
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18
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It is also worth mentioning that there are some specialists on Korean issues in Albania. Some 

Albanian diplomats studied in Pyongyang, such as Kujtim Xhani19, the former ambassador of 

Albania to China. His knowledge of the Korean Peninsula and the Korean language may serve 

as a springboard for the improvement of relations between both countries. The opening of an 

Albanian representation in South Korea does not belong to a science-fiction scenario, as 

Albania has embassies in China and Japan
20

. Apart from Agron Papuli, other useful 

intermediaries are the South Korean Albanian Friendship group in the ROK Assembly or 

maybe Yuri Kim, the current US ambassador to Albania, who is a South Korean national. It 

must also be noted that Donald Yu21, one of the previous American ambassadors, also has 

Asian roots with Chinese heritage. In any case, some major shifts in the bilateral policy 

between these countries would bring mutual benefits. In summarizing, taking into account the 

context of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, South Korean companies may have an interest in 

establishing their branches in Albania. It may be true, especially taking into account that 

Albania is a potential candidate for EU membership and owns 300 kilometres of access to the 

Me   err  e    e ,         r  g    e p r   f D rrë       e   e  f r       K re   

shipments. 

Despite limited diplomatic relations, there are some meaningful South Korean investments 

and initiatives in Albania which are worth to be mentioned. The first one is the investment 

   e      e K re      p    “Y r  C rp r     ”
22

, which entered Albania and invested 

EUR 6.5 million in 2019 through the cable equipment industry for vehicles from brands such 

as Kia or Hyundai. A second initiative is the development of the Korea Green Growth Trust 

Fund under the umbrella of a partnership between the World Bank Group and the Republic of 

Korea. It is a fund which focuses on innovative and sustainable growth strategies and 

investments. The South Korean side has been implementing this project in Albania since 

2021
23

. 
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Relations between South Korea and Albania cannot be compared to relations between this 

Asia country and other neighbouring South-Eastern European countries. For example, South 

Korea has an official presence in Croatia and Serbia through its embassies. The embassy in 

Zagreb will play a meaningful role in the future of relations between South Korea and . When 

it comes to Serbia, the presence of South Korean ventures can be clearly noticed, for instance, 

such as the launch of the construction of the Kyungshin Cable factory in 2020. Serbian 

authorities also consider ROK as one of its main partners
24

. These two European countries 

also have respective embassies in Seoul. 

In the context of the Ukrainian War, the Presence of South Korean investments in Albania 

may be protected by several initiatives. First overall, at difference to Ukraine, Albania has 

been a member of NATO since 2009, which shall guarantee its safety. Regarding the EU, 

Albania applied for EU membership in April 2009 and was granted EU candidate status in 

June 2014. There are no major improvements concerning this process; however, if Albania 

finally joins the EU, it will become part of the Free Trade Agreement between the EU and 

South Korea, which entered into force in December 2015. Finally, as mentioned by Lucas 

Nam, the head of the branch of Yura Corporation in Albania, the country has some significant 

advantages, such as low production costs and improved political stability. The bilateral 

convention regarding the protection of mutual investments may also drive south Korean 

investments in Albania. From a broader perspective, Albania has a good localization in 

Europe, being close to Western markets such as Italy (around 220 kilometres by sea) and 

having a common land border with Greece. In other words, Albania may become a 

manufacturer and supply chain localization but, in any case, due to the low purchasing power 

of the Albanian population, a market for expensive new South Korean products. 

 

                                                           
24

 https://www.minrzs.gov.rs/sr/aktuelnosti/vesti/juzna-koreja-jedan-od-najznacajnijih-partnera-srbije 

https://www.minrzs.gov.rs/sr/aktuelnosti/vesti/juzna-koreja-jedan-od-najznacajnijih-partnera-srbije
https://www.minrzs.gov.rs/sr/aktuelnosti/vesti/juzna-koreja-jedan-od-najznacajnijih-partnera-srbije
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Dr Magdalena Sobańska-Cwalina: Panie Profesorze, czy rozwój biogazowni w Polsce w 

dłuższym okresie mógłby pomóc w niwelowaniu negatywnych konsekwencji kryzysu 

nawozowego i energetycznego w Polsce? 

Prof. dr hab. Aleksander Lisowski: Zintensyfikowanie rozwoju biogazowni w Polsce jest 

  e      e    e   ge   e  e   r                 pe               e        ą        e,   

  e   e,     re  e g  ł    eg      r          ś         r     p    , nieodzowne staje 

    przyspieszenie  eg  r      .    p      e         e  e      ł :    g            ż e  

gminie. W Polsce jest 2489 gmin, a w             g          ł  300.   łą   e       245 

MWe (moce energii elektrycznej),          g       r          128   łą   e       125 

MWe. M        g                     2,6%      ł    p           e  e  ZE       ą    

9474 MWe.       r       e           g           ł    r        e   r e 

e e  r e erge        (p     50  We)  e           ł    ł    e  (0,5%). P         

 gr     p  e    ł r        e   r     g   . W           p r        9300    g         

N e   e       ł     e       6,2  We,               ł  3%   e  e   e  pr        e erg   

e e  r    e       ł  5%        e erg   e e  r    e     ZE. W P    e p   er        ż      

r       14,4                87% p   er      UR   N e   e  . N e  e    r ą        

  p er  r         g         N e          ,       2030 r       ąg ąć     8,4  We. Z 

 eg        , że   P    e śre            g        e             ż   N e   e            

  p   e     820  We   670  We,   e    eś  e   e          e   N e   e      ł  p ł     e  

mocy. 

D   ł       P    e p         ć    er       e      p rcie rozwoju naszych biogazowni, 

g  ż    e   e    e      e    e    ć  eg     e     e  e   e  r             eg    
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e erge     eg . K ż     er  e    p r     ZE  e          e   r      ,  e   g        

         ą  e         źr  eł  r   r  pr   e  e     e   e e  r e erge     eg ,     e   

dodatkowym, istotnym czynnikiem be p e  eń     e erge     eg . U      e  e     

zniszczenie pojedynczej biogazowni o mocy 1 MWe skutkuje mniejszymi problemami 

lokalnymi, a nie regionalnymi jak w przypadku bloku energetycznego o mocy 200 MWe. 

N  eż  p   reś  ć, że    g      e p       ą        e   ą    e p e   ą              p       

pr e   ł  r    - p ż    eg , pr e er       e  ż    ś  ,    r       g        .         

   er   e  ą źr  łe  e         ąż       g        r          ep  r       ,   e  eż 

pr     ą       że    g e          pr  p      ch nieodpowiedniego wykorzystania jako 

nawozu (np. nieodpowiednia dawka, nieodpowiedni  er        że   )       e           

  p   e        r      pr e          .            e        r  e  r    eń    ą   , 

        ą        f r  ą   . W P    e p      e r     e 90 mln ton obornika, gnojowicy oraz 

p      ,    re     g  ą  ł ś   eg    g  p   r      .   e   e         e    g      e 

rolnicze w Polsce wykorzyst  ą       4,9           r      -       r ś    , gł    e 

    r    . W P    e         ł  700    .   ,    re   ł       e       ż       e r       , 

    e   e p       ą   e ż    e. T   ą p  e      e źr  ł       r    ,    re p         ć 

pr efer e      e      g          r         . C r      ś  e          er ą ,  r     

   e  e ,    ł ,                ż    g  p   r       rolnych i wytwarzany obornik i 

g          ą                  r     ,    r    pr efer e       e  e   e   e       e      

    r          g                e  pr     p pr   e śr             r   eg ,     e     

         e      e            e      g   – czyli gaz     ep  r       . 

W        fer e          er    e  p      e    g     60%      łe   e    . B  g    e   

      ś  e   p                    ge er            e        r e    e erg   e e  r    e    

  epł ,    reg , p     g   e  e erge         e       e    ż    y w energii elektrycznej. 

W    r     e erg   e e  r       e         ś  e    er           e   e e  r e erge     e . 

C epł   e      ś          r      e     e     e    r      pr  e   fer e       eg ,     

  r    ć  e per   r  pr  e   37°C ±2°C      że   r      ś  e   e    ł     e      e   

  ep  e ,     gr e                   r         epłe        ż     e . D       e  , 

 gr e    e        e     ń  e   40%,  e  e       p         g  , p p  ł ,            e  

     eg  p   e r        p łe    ś         e . 

Trzecim cenn     r   e  e   e   p      ł ść p fer e        ,    r   e     r  ś      , 

naturalnym nawozem, o dobrym udziale azotu w przyswajalnej formie amonowej przez 
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r ś    . W g                   e  f r  e         ł 20%,     p      ł ś   p fer e       e  

80%. Rolnic       r    ą        r          g          ą   pe     e    łe   pe  e         

 r    p     ą p      ł ść p fer e       ą    p   ,     e     ą     e   p          ł 

           er      . Pr    e  e                  p      ł ś   p fer e       e       ś   

40-60 m
3
/   p   p  e             r       e    p  r e                   że    

   er   eg .  e    e      ą p  r e  e  e               e NPK. N   że  e p      ł ś  ą 

p fer e       ą p pr         ść g e  , pr       ,             ść    r  rg       ,       

 ż ż     ,    re p pr     ą  ł ś    ś   g e , p   g  ą   p   e r  ć g e         

 r       ść. P     p               p      ł ś   p fer e       e          ą       

       ś  e pr  e  . P      ł ść p fer e           że   ć  e p śre     r   e        

ś  er      p   – za po   ą     ł    r   e         g                p  e   e        g e ą 

   p    ą  r      er            greg    - pr         ą ź  ep e        r       e  

 p      r     g e      . P      ł ść p fer e           że   ć                 e  f r  e 

organicznej lub po z  e                     er                   rg       -mineralny 

 e     r     e      pr e  r              ł            e .  p          er              

   g              e e e erge     e          e  r      e    e      er     r   p  e    ł 

     r         r              fer e          er    e         ą    p  r e   r       

   g         P    e. W  ł ż       re  e    g      e   gł    p          e        

negatywnych konsekwencji kryzysu nawozowego i energetycznego w Polsce. 

 

Czy da się oszacować, na ile biogazownie mogłyby nam pomóc w zapewnieniu 

bezpieczeństwa gazowego, nie powodując spadku produkcji żywności (stary argument 

przeciwników biogazowni: rolnicy, zamiast produkować żywność mogą przekierować 

swoje ograniczone zasoby na produkcję biogazu/biodiesela)? 

Z                              , że     e e e erge     e   ż   pr e      ć    4% 

 ż      r      ,  e    e                   e   r  ż    ś    eg . D   P          e      ł  

500    .   . P                 r           g          r           ą    r      g      ca, 

  e pr           g                r      e     ł        eg        e       e       ,      ą     

         r            r                    r                r ś      e      . N e  e  e  

zwolennikiem wykorzystania paszy, czyli kiszonki z kukurydzy, do produkcji biogazu, ale 

   rą  p      g  700    .      e  g  p   r        g e    P    e,       ść (  e    

             ł g      ż    pr    ć r ś    ,    re   pe   ł     pł     e p    )  e  
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p   er        gł      p         ć   g  p   r     . U  ż  , że    er     p         eść 

    r          p    ,     p er  p   e      r            pr         leka lub przyrostu 

ż       ż   (     e     eż ) pr e      ć    r      g            pr           g   . Pr   

             r             r                r ś       pr           gazu lub 

wykorzystaniu rzepaku do produkcji biodiesla istnieje ryzyko zachwiania na rynku cen 

    r                r ep   . T   e        e   ż           ,   e    g      e  eż pr     ą 

r     e  e               e   gą pł   ć r                       e         r    , g  ż     

pr             e       e pł      . P  pr e ś          re       r   e              r       

      ś  e        r       e.  

Z pr                 p          r       pr     ł że   , że       p ł             że   ć 

    r       ,       , że   P    e   ż          ć   ż      e     g         ż        

g   . N e        e         e           . T     eż  r  ł ż ć            e  ą     . P       

          g            e    eż ł     p          p r      reg       pr      . M ż   

        ć   p r  e        g      ,      r     ż                 e  70%    r       

g                  r        e  e       ł .        r              e      g        er  ł   

        r          r      fer e             że   ć         e   pr     ą      

p       ą          e               e  e    g      e,    re p        ż       e    ą 

    r    ć  ł p                    ą,            e          p  e       e  p re   gr że        

śr             r   eg .         r     ć     e  że  e   ,      reg   ą        e ś      

    r      fer e          . Z         e                     er  ł  ,    re   gł      ć 

p    r  e     r      e  ą  ep     r    ą    e . 

W odniesieniu do samego biogazu na eż  p   reś  ć, że   że   ć               , gł    e   

CO2   e e       e  e    ą        r           eg   e    ,     eg          p     

    e   e ,    reg    r  ść  p ł                 e  ą p r        e   g  e    e    . 

W 2021 roku w instalacjach biogazowni rolniczych wytworzono 513 mln m
3
 biogazu, z 

   reg    ż     ł      pr       ć    ł  310      
3
 biometanu. W Polsce nie ma jednak 

ż   e                 e     e . W UE  e      ł  18    .    g       (  łą   e       11  W) 

  750                e        . L  ere   ą N e   ,   e          e     e     e r       ą     

r    eż  e  r     , Wł   e  ,        r  ,    e   , D    . Ce  ą  e  ą     e      e    eg  

  ż    ść   g                ł   e         e   g    e ,         g      e  eg . B   e    

  ż    pr ż ć          pr ż    g     e    (CN )       r       ć      p      

transp r   e       r p  ć,         g     e        e ł        e (LN ),    r    że   ć 
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pr e r   p r                e    egł ś         r       , p      e     g     e   ,    

pr        e erg   e e  r    e ,   epł ,   pr e  ś e        r   p r  e. 

 

Co konkretnie należałoby w Polsce zrobić aby system biogazowni mógł się szybko 

rozwijać? 

W P    e  r  ż     g                   e  e  e   r er r        , pr         f          , 

   ą           ż    ś      pr  łą                 g            e   e e  r e erge     e . 

Potrzebne  ą pe  e reg     e pr   e,      ą   ą e    ł ż       re  e,         e    ć 

r         e   r  . R           e      e e,   e  e          e   f      e      eż  e 

    e    e  gr      ć.    e            g            e   pr  e ,    r      g  

   eś  e   eg    p              e        r       re        . N e   ż       ł ć   r ź  e, 

 eś      e            g               1 MWe           ł  20      ł. Pr       e        

            e   e  e   r    eż   p r  e f       e,   p   e     p         re      . 

P   ż    pr   e e   e      ep      p       e     g       pr e   p łe    ść       ą. 

W e e    e         e     ł                    p       łe    f r         egatywnego PR 

 śr     e    ń    g   , g   e    g           ł  p     ć. P  r e  e  ą r e e  e 

informacje, edukacja, wy            g          r e f         ą    ,     pr e        e e 

      e   p łe    ś     g              e pr e    ć, że    g      e   e p g r    ą     ś   

ż         e ge er  ą                r   – g  ż nawet   e   gą,  e   g        p  r e   

  r            e   ś       r      fer e          ,      r     g     e   że   ć  r         

     fer .  eś      g        p      e pr        e ą e  fer  e,      re             r         

   ł ,       r        e    e  pr   pr  ukcji biogazu. Wynika to z technologii wytwarzania 

   g   .    r      g          ą               er    e       g      ,  e      

  g                 r         r      ,      r                  epr   e      p      

wyniku naturalnej fermentacji w pryzmie obornika lub w zbiorniku gnojowicy.  

Be p śre     r           e    ń      ą      ą          g      ą  e      r   

r    ą    e . P              r      pr e        e e   r     ą  e  e    g      r  ś      

   ą        e     e   e             gr e           ,  r     p              ,      eg  

p   e r  ,                pł   e p           g           ł       e ą e     g         

  ż    ś   f                   p          ż                  r e     e    ń    g    . 
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R       pr e       r         e      pre   e  e     p        na sesji rady odpowiedniego 

    e     ą r    eż   ż e, g  ż      ą   p   e   e, p       e re    e. 

 

Na ile rozwój biogazowni pomógłby w rozwiązywaniu problemu zagospodarowania 

odpadów organicznych w Polsce? 

W   r       e   p      rg         ,      p      ł ś     pr e   ł  r    - p ż    eg , 

      ,   r   ,     r  g r e     eg ,  ł   ,    ł        r        , p  p  

  e        e ,    ł             , pe  e       łe ,   p                  rg         , 

resztek paszy z czyszczenia korytarzy paszowych jest cenne i           r  ś           r   

   pr           g    r      eg . Teg    p       r     rg      e  e    e   ż        ść 

r   ł    pr e      er e  e   e   e     ż         ść pr           g   . 

  p    p       e     e           p f        e   r eź  ,     r  ść ż łą        ł , 

   ep r             ł             p         ł                  ą   ć    er  e 

oddzielnie i uty       e  ą ź    e           e   ś  ś e   reś      p    . W pr  p     

  e         p       e        e                   eg r     ł                    opniu 

r     . Teg    p    p        ą pr e      ć     p ą   r      er     ą            e  

              r          p er            gą   ć    er    e    pr  e   fer e       

   er    e . Tł     e  ą   r                  r  e    pr           g   . 

W szerszym z              p            e  ą pr e   r   e      g          pr   

                ś  e   . D   e  gr p    p       ż     łą   ć   p      re    r       

   ł         r  eg  ż   e   . Pr e   r    e   p       fer e          er    e   e   

niezmiernie cenne i war  ś    e, g  ż  pr     e p śre   e    r  ś     pr           g   , 

     e e                  ż    ść             p      e śr        ,     e     ą  tym 

samym    ąż    ś         procesem    ą   e. 

K       e   p   ,   g        e        p       ś  e  , r    eż   gą   ć 

    r        e    pr           g   . W P    e  e          ś  e                        ż    

    p       ś  e  ,    r     e      ł  100. N       e ą         p       ś  e   r        

    er             e p     e r r  perf r    e     że  śre       r   pr e    ,    r    

   g    e     er             e             ą eg     p                    ge er        . 

B  g         p      e   pr          pr e  p     30                  e  e    r      ł  ,   
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   r e         e        ś  , pr   r    gr  ą   r   ą   e  ,   p       ,  r     ą        

p     e       e   . P       e  ere ,    r    że   ć     r        r       . 

R         g         pe   ś  ą p   gł     r    ą        pr   e     g  p   r       

  p      rg            P    e,    re             ąg   ą     ż      p      ł      e. W 

2020 roku zebrano 13,1 mln ton   p                ,      r     ż 40%   ł       ,   

tylko 12% przetworzono w procesach biologicznych; kompostowanie, fermentacja. Produkcja 

   g               r  pr   ł   g  p   r    e   p    e       eg            ,    r  

     ą       e         e       e  e śr           r         e            g  p   r     e 

  p      rg         . T            e    ł       ą    pł       ł g   e  e efe    

cieplarnianego. 

 

Od jakich państw powinniśmy czerpać wzorce w zakresie rozwoju biogazowni i 

dlaczego? 

R  e                g           ś  e  e  e       eg    e r                    

Zjednoczonych, gdzie biometan wykorzystywany jest przede wszystkim do produkcji energii 

e erge     e . P   gą pr           e erg    ą r    eż C    , g   e gł   ą   eą      e ą     

            e   pr          epł . W E r p e Z       e  p     g   e                    

pr     ą N e   ,   e r  e     g    r             p     e  e     że  e Wł   e  , 

Szwajcarii, Francji, Czechach, Austrii oraz Wielkiej Brytanii, c   e     ż   e        

prowadzonej tam proekologicznej gospodarce. 

P             e           r     e    ref e           e    p      ś          r   ć    

r    ą         e              e      g            e  ą         e            ą      ,   

  ł         N e   e  . N e       ą          e   ś      e  e,   e         e     ś  . 

P    ere    pr           g      ł  D    ,    rą      ął      ą   kryzys energetyczny z 

1973 r   , g  ż D       e    p    e  ł ż      g       e  eg . N  pr   ł    e D     

  że           ć p  e ś      p       eg  (10-20     ), g  ż           r            r    ą 

  r   e          e     g             er  ą p      ł ść p fer e       ą. W ż    

e e e  e   e   r     g    eg    D       ł  pr      e   2012 r         y Porozumienie 

energetyczne wprowadza ą e   e          p r      p         r f fee -in, aby sprawniej 

pr  łą   ć          e   g    e . D      pr      ł   eż  e      r         50% g            
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 r        e  e       ł     pr           g   .    2018 D          ł  pr e      ć 32     

euro na rok na r         g     r           e  e pr  e     eg   ż        r   p r  e   

pr e  ś e. 

R         g            e ś  ś e    ą       pr ep        reg        . T    e     

N e   e  , g   e  pr         r    eż          e    ą ą   r f    p  fee -  ,  ł ż  e 

perspektywy f                     e ą      e     e  (   2030), p   e    p   g  ą   r      

e erge        g    e   r   pr ep     e           ą e             e reg     e. 

W r         r   ć r ż e r    ą         ą  e       r     ,         ąg ć             

zmiana regulacji   p r     pł                e     gr        r    . Pr fe       ś  , 

    ł  ą           e           ą      e  ep e           ć                ć   

    p          gą              r          ż        r      ,    r      ą    e   e 

instalacje, w tym mikroinstalacje. 

W  e   r e    g               ą  ł ś  e   gr   ć r       r          e,    r       

p   ą    2022 r      ł  32   łą   e       819,6  We   śre   e      p  e     e  

mikroinstalcji 25,6 kWe. 

 

Serdecznie dziękuję za  cenny głos Pana Profesora w dyskusji na temat rozwoju branży 

biogazu w Polsce. Bardzo chciałabym żeby trudny moment, w którym jesteśmy stał się 

jednocześnie początkiem dobrych zmian, nowego podejścia do myślenia o energetyce w 

Polsce. Mam nadzieję, że wiedza Pana i całego środowiska naukowego  będzie 

dostrzeżona, doceniona i właściwie wykorzystana dla rozwoju branży biogazu w naszym 

kraju. 
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Sobańska-Cwalina: w styczniu 2024 r. minie 16 lat od momentu rejestracji Polsko-

Kazachstańskiej Izby Handlowo-Przemysłowej. Państwa największe osiągnięcia w tym 

czasie to… ? 

Piotr Guzowski:   pr     e     ł   ś      r e   r         p łpr      K         e    ż   

2007 roku.  Z      f       e    ł        re e  r   ć     ,     ie b ł  ł   e               e. 

D   ł   ś                     e    pr  g         ś    er   r     e       p        

pr e       r         rg   r  ż          e  K           ł    . W e   p  r   p er     

    e   łe  K         . Pr e         ś  e                re         ś     ereg pr  e    ,   

         ,      r       e          pr e        e e p        f r ,  ł        r ą      ,   

   że       p   e        K          . W          rg        e  pr e              e eg       

K          ,          r         r   ł        ,     e  e  P     e   ge        e         

H     , P     e   ge     R       Pr e       r   ś  ,     r          r         r e    

         ń   e   ge        e         gr         . W 2016 r    P     -K        ń         

Handlowo-Pr e   ł         ł    r ż       Dyp   e  M     r     p   r        ł     

r      p     e  g  p   r   p pr e      g ż     e   re         pr  e    „Promocja polskiej 

g  p   r     K          e”. C e       e f   , że p       Exp  2017        

organizowanym w Kazachstanie polski pawilon uhonorowan   ł      e   e         ep    

p         r         400  ². T    ł p er           e    pr        P    e    1937 r   .    

U  e    Ł   r   eg         r    ł   ł     e           ep e  pr epr       e    że 

praktykanckie. 

 

Właśnie, Pan od wielu lat współpracuje z młodzieżą, czy widzi Pan możliwość 

wykorzystania potencjału demograficznego Kazachstanu dla współpracy z Polską? 

B r      ż  K               e   P    e,    e     ł      ą  .        ą   e         

W r     e,   e    że             ś       r     p.   N      ą   , T r    , Wr  ł    .    

  ż    ś   e          P    e         ą     r ż ą  r gą          . „p    f   ą”.  e e    

P         K          e       e      śr    ł            p p   r     ą               

P    e.  ą        e    p          K          e g   e pre e    ą         e r     e     ł  

  ż  e. W pr       p           e       e      ą    że K        e H   r    K           

  P    e, p          p         e RP   K          e  r       e     P      . Mł     

K        e,   ł           e    ą       e.             , że     e  e        p           ą 

     er        e          , r         ,       er  ą r   e          p łe   e,   r e   g, 
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  p łpr            r    ą.    ere   ą     r    eż     ł    śre        pr f      

hotelarskim, turystycznym, gastronomicznym. Jest to napr     p  e    ł,    r    ż   

  g  p   r   ć,         dpowiednio wczesnej informacji oraz spotkaniom. 

 

Jakie są dalsze losów Kazachów studiujących w Polsce, z których najbardziej znanym 

jest J.E. Margułan Baimukhan, były Wiceminister Spraw Zagranicznych Kazachstanu a 

obecnie Ambasador tego kraju w Królestwie Belgii i przy UE? 

L     ą r ż e,      eż  ś       eg          p     K        e    e      – czy prywatnie czy 

w ramach progra   p ń     eg .  eże      e      pr      e      r                 ą   U  i 

E r pe    e .  eże      e        r         pe            ą      ą e  pr e  5     pr     ć 

  K          e. R ż e  ą  e     ,   e ge er    e  ą pr       ł   P     . Z                

  p łpr     . W e e       r   ł     K          , r  p    ł    r er          r    ą albo 

    e   ą. T             r    f r     . D       e        pr     ł     K          e. C  

     ż  e   e,    r e P        p      ą.  ą   r       r e   e      p     g   e  

pr  g       e          ,     r    eż  er   r      . D  e e          .  .     eg , że 

polskie u  e   e  r     ą     p   ż  e,     e   g   .  T    e  ą   p       p   e     

  pr     e,   pr       e    ł ż  e. 

  

Firmom z jakich branż pomogliście Państwo wejść do Kazachstanu? 

 e        p r ,     eg    e  eże                       ,            r ą  e   , pr e   r     

 p ż    e,     e  p ł  r      ,     e    . Też   e  ś   pe  e       ł pr   f r     ,    

      p   ą    f                  . D  e    g      e  ć   g      ,  r  ż      eż  ą, 

e erge     ą,           r ą  eń     g r      ,        r         .  eże            

   e         ż       e  ć  r  ż  r      ą,      r  e,   p   że  e fer . 

 

Ilu członków obecnie liczy izba? 

O  ł    eść   e  ą  f r . D ż    p łpr    e                  e p r  er    .  g łe  

w p łpr    e           e  f r    . P pr e    p łpr      f r                        

  e            pr e        e  ,       r      że        e p  eg ć. 
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Czy dalej jesteście Państwo otwarci na przyjmowanie nowych członków ? 

Chcemy jeszcze szerzej         r  ć. C  e                ł        e p    o-   ł r    e , 

   rą    ł   łe , czyli   eć p    repre e        pr e           r g eg  p ń    . C  e   

że    e e       epre e      ł pr e        e e           ń      f r ,     repre e     ł 

   ere       e   e    r   . W e                er          e peł  . N  p   ą     śr   

  ł ż   eli byli Polacy w Kazachstanie. 

 

Jakie są główne korzyści dla firm z takiego członkostwa? 

Pr e e           p   g        eźć p r  er  .  eże    e   e    K                 ą     

indywidualnie to na pewno nie zostanie tam sam. P   że         eg   pr     ,       

znalezieniu partner        rg         p     . Pr        e          ś                   

     p r  er  . P   g         e        pr              r        , p      pr   e . 

W p łpr    e     Reg                 K          . N              ł      ł że  pr   

Polsko-K        ń   e  K       M     r ą   e    .   p łpr    g  p   r  e ,         ż 

od16    .        ł  e                       ł ż       ż. 

 

Jakie są główne różnice pomiędzy Polską i Kazachstanem, których powinny być 

świadome polskie firmy przed rozpoczęciem ekspansji w tym kraju? 

Przede wszystkim trze    p  r eć      p        e    jest to kraj. Gdy spojrzymy na 

K               e                    r            P        E r p e.  eże    e      p  r     

na Kazachstan na tle c łe  E r           e   ść  eg    ż   p r    ć    E r p     B g     

M  r   ,  e   pe                   . W    ą          p     ą  e  p        K          e 

 r e      ąć p      g     egł ś       p      ć     ł    ść   peł  e      e    ż   P    e, 

      ż   p     g   e             r  . P       K          p ł       p ł            ą 

  peł  e      ludzie p     g   e   e      ś  . K          p ł           ł     e      pr e  

      r ż       r     ś  :  .  . N e    , K re ń      , P      .  ą  eż K        e 

           r               e   ł   eg    r   . T   e     ł  e       K            ż  e  

        . N  p ł                     e pr  p      ą U  e   , K rg    , T r  e   . 

Kazachstan centralny. K r g          e   e     żą      ą pr e  e  eń   . T     że       

     ć     ł      e     e      p g ą        r ż e   e   e,        pr    

        r    e.  eże                   e,     e   ą         ł    e. P pr e  
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      r       r    e  ą    r         ż    ść  eg          ,    rą p   p     Z RR 

pr   r     ,   e       r        p    . N e   r   K        e      ż  ą, że   r eś      e 

   ą   ż    ść   ł   e                 er        ś   ł  , p       g       ł    e   e 

  gą   ł   eć  e            . N e    eż    eć        pr e  eń. 

W     ą     r  e  K            r e   pr e e             eć   erp    ść. N e    eż      

  r ż ć  eże      ś   e   p   e    ł         e    . N e      e   p   e. Tr e     e   

z       ć. Mł          e r   e     ą   p      ć,   e    r  e p    e  e   e    e    e. 

S   eg    e      ,    re  ą   p   e      e   K          e    p  e       e   ż     

 e     . W K          e        ść   ż      pr     ł               ś  e. Tr e   p   e   ć, 

p r       ć. D     ć           r e          ,  e ef       e   p    er   ć           

 p      e .  D   eg    K          e   f r  e        10:00, a 14:00 naczelnika czy 

  re   r    ż        r e   e      ć. Tr e     ł     ć  pr      ż e        g     ą 8:00, a 

10:00             eg .       e        e                   e   ł    .   ef p  e    e         e 

  ż e  e    e. W K          e  e     ł      e             r ą         ż   P    e. N  

p ł       r      ż       r   e    e p     e  pr ep      ć      p er   e      e  , p   e  ż 

  że         ć   e r  e      „  e    ,  r         ”. M           ł   eg    ś      e   . 

 

Z jakich wzorców społeczeństwa kazachstańskiego powinniśmy czerpać Polsce? 

W  r  ł ść    eg         ,          e               pe   ś  ą pr      e  e   . 

K        e  ą          ą     r       e. N e    ą        egł ś  . T               r        

        ż    e   ć 200, 300   . T       egł ść                   eg . M ż   ź    ą 

     e pr  g             ż e,  f      e  p         eże                r. N e ł ś         r 

jest tam postrzegany ja     r    e  e  że    r       . 

 

Najważniejsze elementy decydujące o atrakcyjności rynku kazachstańskiego dla 

polskich firm to…? 

Pr e e            e        e     r  . W     ą     K             że    p      e     ć   

rynku 50-60          r    –      Ce  r    ,    ść    er  .  pr     eg   e         że  r    

dla C   . P       e    e   e     ą  ą      ż    ś   ree  p r      P ń      r    . 

P  e     e f r     P            ą     ree  p r e      eg   r   . K za     e  ą   r    
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    r        p łpr      p    ą f r ą,    r   r       pr           r e      ą    eksport do 

Chin. 

 

Czy w przypadku firm z innych krajów widać, że inwestują w Kazachstanie z myślą o 

reeksporcie do Chin? 

T       ć          ż      pr   ł    e f r     r            r e  ,    re  p.   ł ż ł      

    e fer          . P           re    e    ą   e e  r    e r    eż    ą      g     e 

ree  p r . N e    r    eż     ą, że      e   r      e      C        e      że    ż 

      ż                p                C      .  

Wr    ą        eś  e   eg  p         r       ć, że P        K          e od lat jest znana 

      eż ,     e     , f r     . K            ą    re p     e           e     „P    

W  e    ” „M     ”. N   e  r ż     pr        e    M          P          e  ą     

p p   r  ś  ą        r   ,   e      pr         e  e   e        e  er   e. Kazachowie 

     ą p         e ,          .  .  r     e. P       e        . M     e  p         

   er  e . W       K        e     ą      e               p        p ł  r  . 

 

Jak zmienił się Kazachstan od Pana pierwszej wizyty w tym kraju? 

T       e   ż   e   ś  e   p ł r   . B łe             e eg   ą M     er     B           

     rg    K           ł           rg       r   g        . W e               ł    łe  

gł    e       r       .   ż   e   re           r     E r pe             ł    ć   p erane 

pr e     r e K       . W   ć   ł , że f r     gr      e     ł ,  e K        e 

  e   f    ą      e    ą   r     r   e    ż   E r pą. L    e        e   e    r   ,    e    ł  

          . Ter     P    e   e        eg         g   e   ł            ść  r g ch 

                 K          e. M                    g   ł . Z    ą   p pr   ł      

  fr   r    r   r g   . P     ł    eć       r  ,    re    e     e   ł . Z   er         

   e e. W                  p r          e,        ć pr e e                e       

m e      ś     . P     ł    ż   e  e   ,  er   ,   ś   ł  . Z       ł      p p         

kraju. Teraz przekracz  20         .    P      p   e   p r     K          e   r ż    ą       

  e e       ą      ą    e      ł    eż .  re        e   ść    3,5    e       r      . 

P    e      e                  . Z      ść        r       eg  p       e. Z  ł    eżą    

15              e   ż       p r     eć p    g e    .  
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Co mówią Pana znajomi w Kazachstanie o trwającym konflikcie w Ukrainie? 

To jest bardzo trudny temat. K        ń   e  p łe  eń             g     e   że   ć 

 p   r      e. W K          e            r          e r       . W e   K          p er  

     ź   . N  U r    e                 ń                p     ł     .   r   

  e ł    ś  ,      r         e   gą      gr  ć       eść p   łe . W K          e   że   

     p    ć  eż p g ą         e r    e     e     . K        e pr       R      

   e   ą        r    p               . D        łe         e   r        e  ą        r gą 

s r  ą,    e    r     ł   . B łe  zaskoczony jednym i drugim.  

P   r        pr     f   , że K              e          e   pr e    e e   r     ś   –    ł  

130. D ż         r     ś     r  ń   e    r        r  e   p er  U r  ń   . W e   

  e    ń    K               r eg  f   , że U r  ń             p              ą      r   ć. 

Z   ą     e  eż  pr       eg , że      r     e    pr   eg  p ł że  a geograficznego i musi 

   eć f          ć. K        e   e    ą     e  e   eć p     ,    re   gł        ł ć   

        r       f              r     ś    e,       e      e. Z  ł   e               e 

p r       ą         , p   e  ż    ą     ą  e   p          e      pr              

  p łpr   , pr       ł. Wr g     ż       e     ć ł         eźć. 

 

Jak w wymiarze praktycznym konflikt wpływa na relacje Polski i Kazachstanu? 

Z jednej   r      r    ł             g  p   r  ą. W pr  p         r     ń     , a  

 e     eś  e         e      e łą   e  –  p.    łe          r   p r   p      ą, że      

                  e     e pł      . Ce     e      e      re         g   e  

analogicznego towaru z Chin czy Uzbekistanu. Pr e  B  ł r ś   e         e     r  pr e  ą. 

Pr e  M r e C  r e   K  p     e        r   p r        ą   p        e       r      

      e   . W pr  p     pr        farmaceutycznych czy kosmetycznych, jakkolwiek 

  r  ł   e   to nie na tyle,     r      ł         p  e  p p   . K        e          e r   . 

Z   eź     ż    ś       r           p r      ł       .       g e   r f      P      pr e  

p r     ł     e,   e r    eż pr e  M r e C  r e. Z           e   p p        e e     r  , 

   r    R       e   że   ż      r   ć    K          ,  ą ź    re   e   gą   ć pr e  ż  e 

pr e  R    . W    ą               ere      e p           re    r  ł . P       e       

  e     ,         p      g       r   ć. W re  p   r  , g       e pr e        r nsportowe 

        gł            ć                ą,   e  eże              e   ść         ,   e   

         r  ś      .  
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W Polsce zmienia się właśnie ekipa rządząca. Jak według Pana powinny wyglądać 

modelowe relacje polityczne naszego kraju z władzami tego kraju? 

W                   e re    e  pr               e            r eń     ł     re. N       ś  e 

   P    e         re        e  e    K          .  ą  e       ,    re   e r     e     

  p      ł        ż      e       p łe    ś                     ł    K   chstanie. 

W r  , że   p        p       pr   eż    ą      K             e         e    e p  r        

 ą ź   g e    . K        e    r  eg  p    e      e     ą   g e    eg . W ż e  e      re 

pr  g       e   p             re  e        ś       e   e       r ,      r      e      ś  . 

W ż e  e  ,       e   p       e        e  e    K       . C     ż      p    

p           p        ł   ć       e            . Pr         e     r   ć, że 100% 

K        pr    ą                e p          e  ą       W r     e r     e p  polsku. 

W       g     e   że    r ć pr   ł     K          . K        e   r                r e 

       ą        p     eg . W r        ć pr       ł   K          e   e   r    ć     

             ą       ,   e p     ć    .            e  ą        ą p    p   ć. Ż  ą   

       re      ,    ą    e ge p        e    r                ą          r       

f          ć. W r              e   ł    eż        e       K             P    e 

       ł  ć,   p ź  e    r      ć               . W e        e     eć   K          e 

osoby na   pr     ą e.  

       łe    ż    ść    e                    rg        e       ą     e  p      e  

pre   e       r e   D        łe  gł    p ń              ń   eg  – N r  ł     

N   r   e  . Z pr   ł     e      ą   r             ń   . C    e   e  e  e    r   ej 

r  p           śr   K          ż P      . W       pre   e   K           

  pr p     ł  r      e  e  e p śre   eg  p łą  e           eg  p                

 r     . T   e p łą  e  e   r   e      ł  f          ć.  eże   pre   e   , pre  er     e 

p prą   p łpr            ż          e           e ź e. N e     e   ż e  ą re    e 

p er              p ń    e.  eże             ą  pr   e      r pr  r  e               

              e .  

 

Czy władze polskie powinny coś poprawić jeżeli chodzi o wykorzystanie potencjału 

Polonii we współpracy z Kazachstanem? 

T   e     P        e       ć        .  e     e  f             p r           pr   ł      

    e       N e         K re ń      . W r   p  ść         er            pr   ł   K re  



71 
 

     N e      g   e         r         K          e   p    eść P              r e 

g  p   r    , że       e   e f r     ł      e        ą e. T   e        r,      r        

 p r      r   e   .     pr  g       łe      e         e      e    r łe        g ż   ć 

     P      . K re ń          N e      K    hstanie w pewnym momencie zostali zasileni 

pr e          . U     r   e   ł  ł        r   e                 r ,      r  . P             ł  

    ć  p ź    e    e    er  e      ep   .  

Dziękuję bardzo za czas poświęcony Instytutowi Boyma. 
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SZANOWNI PAŃSTWO, 

Po świętowanej w ubiegłym roku 30. rocznicy niepodległości kazachskiego 

państwa, obchodzimy w 2022 roku ważny jubileusz trzech dekad nawiązania 

relacji dyplomatycznych między Polską i Kazachstanem. Jest to doskonała 

okazja nie tylko do podsumowań, ale także do śmiałego spojrzenia w przyszłość. 

Losy Polaków i Kazachów wielokrotnie w historii splatały się ze sobą. To duży 

kapitał, który możemy wykorzystać. Szczególnie dlatego, że tegoroczne 

wydarzenia na arenie międzynarodowej stawiają nasze kraje przed 

niespotykanymi od dekad wyzwaniami. Pilna konieczność wyjścia z 

ogólnoświatowych perturbacji gospodarczych, w tym walka z inflacją, 

zaburzeniami na rynkach rolnym, transportowym, pracy, energii, zasobów 

wodnych to tylko niektóre z nich. 

Jestem przekonana, że niezwykłą rolę w radzeniu sobie z tymi wyzwaniami ma 

szansę odegrać współpraca podmiotów na co dzień działających w pozornie 

odległych światach. Wierzę, że kooperacja między przedsiębiorstwami, 

administracją publiczną, organizacjami pozarządowymi oraz wszystkimi innymi 

podmiotami i osobami, którym na sercu leży rozwój dwustronnej współpracy 

gospodarczej, pomoże nam przepłynąć ten wzburzony ocean. 

Ze swej strony jako Instytut Studiów Azjatyckich i Globalnych im. Michała 

Boyma obiecujemy dalej wspierać współpracę polsko-kazachską ekspertyzą i 

rekomendacjami. Chcemy informować polską opinię publiczną o przemianach, 

jakie zachodzą w Azji. Mówimy i piszemy o Kazachstanie oraz ich sąsiadach 

regularnie, nie tylko wtedy gdy ten niezwykły region skupia wzmożoną uwagę 

mediów światowych. 

Dziękuję Panu Prezesowi Piotrowi Guzowskiemu, który od lat pełni niesłychanie 

ważną rolę integratora i lidera współpracy polsko-kazachskiej na różnych 

polach. Jest źródłem szerokiej wiedzy o Kazachstanie oraz innych państwach 
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Azji Centralnej. Wnosi tak potrzebną dzisiaj fachową ekspertyzę, ale też 

mądrość życiową i doświadczenie. Dobre relacje gospodarcze naszych krajów 

wymagają właśnie takich osobowości. 

Życzę Państwu nadziei, wielu inspiracji do tworzenia nowych wspólnych 

projektów, a nade wszystko wiary w ludzką zdolność do przezwyciężania nawet 

najtragiczniejszych kryzysów. 

 

Z wyrazami szacunku, 

Dr Magdalena Sobańska-Cwalina 

Członek Zarządu Fundacji Instytut Studiów Azjatyckich i Globalnych im. 

Michała Boyma 


