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Drodzy Czytelnicy,

z radoscig przedstawiamy kolejny numer Kwartalnika Boyma. W obliczu
zblizajgcej sie drugiej rocznicy zamieszek w Kazachstanie, chcielismy podzieli¢
sig z Panstwem refleksjami na temat tych waznych wydarzen. Dramatyczne
sceny uliczne tamtejszych miast wstrzgsnely nie tylko krajem, ale takze
miedzynarodowg opinig publiczng, wywotujgc  zaniepokojenie co do
bezpieczenstwa inwestycji w regionie. Kazachstan, bedgcy liderem
gospodarczym, skutecznie przezwyciezyt kryzys, co zaowocowalo reformami
politycznymi i zmianami w elitach wladzy. O tych istotnych procesach pisze
Jerzy Oledzki w artykule ,,Procesy w najwyiszych kregach wladzy w

Kazachstanie”.

Pierwszy kwartat 2022 roku pozostanie zapisany w historii jako czas wybuchu
petnoskalowej wojny na Ukrainie. Z tego tragicznego konfliktu wielu analitykow
probuje wyciggngé wnioski na przysztos¢. Pawel Behrendt dokonuje
kompleksowej analizy wydarzen na Ukrainie w kontekscie potencjalnego
konfliktu chinsko-tajwanskiego w artykule ,,Lessons for China and Taiwan from
the war in Ukraine”. To wazne opracowanie, szczegolnie dla strategow

politycznych, wojskowych i 0sob zwigzanych z zarzqdzaniem kryzysowym.

Wojna na Ukrainie rzuca rowniez nowe swiatlo na korzysci plyngce z
cztonkostwa w organizacjach miedzynarodowych. Z tego powodu Nicolas Levi
analizuje potencjat relacji koreansko-albanskich w artykule ,,Will 2023 be the
year of improving relations between Albania and South Korea?”. Przyglgda sie
korzysciom wynikajgcym z akcesji Albanii do NATO, wskazujgc jednoczesnie

czynniki sprzyjajgce poprawie stosunkow oraz te, ktore mogq je ograniczac.



Konflikt rosyjsko-ukrainski sktonit wiele panstw do ponownego rozwazenia
kwestii bezpieczenstwa energetycznego. Wysokie koszty energii przyczyniajq sie
do wzrostu inflacji oraz ostabienia konkurencyjnosci przedsigbiorstw. W tym
kontekscie kluczowe stajq sie inicjatywy majgce na celu rozwdj odnawialnych
zrodet energii. O potencjale zwigzanym z rozwojem branzy biogazowej mielismy
przyjemnosc rozmawiac z wybitnym ekspertem, Panem Profesorem Aleksandrem
Lisowskim. Tezy przedstawione w wywiadzie pt. ,, Kryzys nawozowy i gazowy —
unikalna szansa na rozwdj biogazowni w Polsce” sq nadal aktualne i zastugujg

na uwage, zwlaszcza w kontekscie zmiany wtadzy w Polsce.

Z tego samego powodu gorqgco polecamy takze wywiad z Panem Piotrem
Guzowskim, Prezesem Polsko-Kazachstanskiej Izby Przemystowo-Handlowej,
poswiecony praktycznym aspektom wspolpracy z Kazachstanem. Okres refleksji
nad polskg politykg zagraniczng to doskonaly moment, aby wystuchac
praktycznych wnioskow z doswiadczen miedzynarodowej wspolpracy. Pan
Prezes, bedgcy jednq z najbardziej zastuzonych postaci dla rozwoju relacji z
Kazachstanem w Polsce, podzielil sie z nami swoimi refleksjami. Jego
przemyslenia mogq zainteresowac¢ zarowno przedstawicieli biznesu, jak i

administracje.

W Instytucie Boyma wierzymy, zZe dobre relacje miedzynarodowe wymagajg
wspotpracy roznorodnych, czesto oddalonych srodowisk. Dzieki uprzejmosci
Polsko-Kazachstanskiej Izby Przemystowo-Handlowej mielismy okazje wyrazié
to przekonanie na tamach informatora gospodarczego Izby, za co serdecznie

dziekujemy.

Przyjemnej lektury!



Rok po tragicznych, styczniowych
wydarzeniach w Kazachstanie procesy karne
obejmujq coraz wiekszq liczbe wysoko
postawionych przedstawicieli wladzy i
biznesu z czasow prezydenta Nursultana
Nazarbajewa oraz jego nastepcy. Prezydent

Kasym Zomart Tokajew zapowiedzial

bezwzgledne dzialania zarowno wobec
sprawcow jak i uczestnikow rewolty - przy
okazji podejmujqc si¢ oczyszczenia
kazachskiego biznesu z czlonkow tzw.
nieformalnego uktadu Nazarbajewa.

Jerzy Oledzki




Stuzby niebezpieczenstwa

Cho¢ prezydent Tokajew obiecywal jawnos$¢ i transparentnos$¢ dziatan, to jednak wszystkie
dotychczasowe rozprawy odbywatly si¢ za zamknietymi drzwiami. Jednym z pierwszych
pozbawionych funkcji 1 aresztowanych byt bliski wspotpracownik N. Nazarbajewa - byly
premier i w chwili wybuchu rozruchow przewodniczacy Komitetu Bezpieczenstwa
Narodowego Karim Masimow, ktoremu postawiono zarzut zdrady. Wraz z Masimowem w
stan oskarzenia postawiono tez jego zastepcoOw Anwara Sadykutowa i Dauleta Jergozina.
Oficjalnie postawiono im zarzut proby sitowego przejecia wiadzy. Na proces oczekuje tez

trzech innych wysoko postawionych oficeréw KNB.

Problemy Masimowa dotycza takze korupcji. Sledztwo KNB ujawnito, ze sprawujac swoja
funkcje szef KNB zgromadzit majatek wart miliony dolaréw. Sledczy opublikowali zdjecia
posiadiosci, luksusowych samochodow, bizuterii i walizek wypetnionych amerykanskimi
dolarami, ktére byly wlasno$cig Masimowa. Dobra te nie mialy pokrycia w oficjalnych

dochodach urzednika.

Nastepnie we wrzesniu zapadl wyrok 7 lat wigzienia dla bylego zastepcy sekretarza KBN,
Marata Szajchutdinowa. W tym przypadku do zarzutu zdrady dotaczyt tez zarzut o
szpiegostwo. Wraz z nim na kary 11 lat skazano za zdrade Leonida Skakowskiego, bytego
szefa Centrum Studiow Strategicznych, a takze Olega Zdana, bytego pracownika naukowego
Centrum Studiow Politycznych i Strategii Wojskowych. Ten ostatni otrzymal wyrok za
szpiegostwo. Nie ujawniono jednak w tym przypadku na rzecz stuzb ktoérego panstwa dziatali

oskarzeni.

To wtasnie udziatl najwyzszych urzednikéw Komitetu Bezpieczenstwa Narodowego (KBN) w
eskalacji rozruchow sktonil prezydenta Tokajewa do wezwania sit Organizacji Uktadu o
Bezpieczenstwie Zbiorowym, powolujac si¢ na powigzania oskarzonych z wcigz
nieustalonymi sitami zewngtrznymi. Cho¢ procesy wcigz trwaja, a wladze nie przedstawity
jak dotad zadnych dowodéw, to obecny prezydent kraju twierdzi, ze celem dziatan

zorganizowanej grupy terrorystycznej bylo porwanie oraz pozbawienie go urzedu.



EXx-prezydent pozbawiony wladzy i wplywow

Na szczycie piramidy biznesowo-politycznej odpowiedzialnej za rozruchy byl zdaniem
obecnie sprawujacych wladzg nie kto inny lecz N. Nazarbajew. Jego jednak nie dotycza
bezposrednio wdrozone postgpowania. Prezydent Tokajew wydaje si¢ zadowala¢ publicznym
zdyskredytowaniem swego poprzednika, pozbawieniem go tytutu elbasy (ojca narodu) oraz

stanowisk panstwowych.

Rozbijajagc wspomniany — realny badz wyobrazony — uklad K.Z. Tokajew wzmocnil swojg
wladze i zarazem spehnil swoje zobowigzanie wobec narodu, ktore oglosit w marcu w ramach
promowania programu Nowy Kazachstan. Fala aresztowan uderzyla w osoby blisko
powiazane z bylym prezydentem, ktory w trakcie swoich 27-letnich rzadéw stworzyt sie¢

powigzan $wiata biznesu i polityki.

Praktycznie od samego poczatku rozruchow, prezydent Tokajew podjal wobec swojego
poprzednika i mentora tylko te dziatania, ktére usuwaly go w cien i1 pozbawiaty czynnego
wplywu na bieg wydarzen. Nieoficjalnie mowilo si¢ o aresztowaniu N. Nazarbajewa, a takze
jego ucieczce za granice. W istocie, co podkreslat zar6wno rzecznik bylego prezydenta, jak i
kancelaria obecnego, obaj prezydenci pozostawali w stalym kontakcie. Tematy ich rozméw
nie zostaty podane do wiadomosci publicznej, ograniczono si¢ do ogdlnikowego stwierdzenia,

ze dotyczyly kwestii bezpieczenstwa panstwa.

Brak parasola ochronnego, jaki roztaczat nad swoja rodzing 1 lojalistami N. Nazarbajew,
skutkuje ujawnianiem kolejnych afer w ramach procesu ,,deoligopolizacji” kazachskiej sfery
biznesowej. Jednym z przejawow tych dziatan bylo ustanowienie komisji, ktorej celem jest
identyfikacja szkdd poniesionych przez panstwo w wyniku nielegalnej dzialalnosci

biznesowej oraz odzyskanie straconych aktywow.

Jednym z kontrowersyjnych uczestnikow rzekomych biznesowych machlojek jest Botat
Nazarbajew, brat bylego prezydenta. Nabyl on prywatyzowany rynek hurtowy Barys IV,
(sze$cio hektarowy obiekt sprzedazowy produktow spozywczych) za roéwnowartos¢ 2 min
USD, cho¢ wycena byta na poziomie 10 mln USD. Skarb panstwa stracil wigc na tej
transakcji ok. 8 mln USD. W nielegalng dziatalno$¢ byli takze zaangazowani urzgdnicy,

ktorzy podpisali dokumenty sprzedazy w imieniu panstwa.



Juz w marcu B. Nazarbajew zostal oskarzony o kopalnictwo bitcoinow, ktére rzekomo
stanowilo zagrozenie dla bezpieczenstwa ekonomicznego panstwa, ze wzgledu na
gigantyczne zuzycie energii. Od zarzutow jednak odstgpiono po tym, jak oskarzony
natychmiast po ich postawieniu dobrowolnie zlikwidowat t¢ dziatalno$¢. Nie udato sie, poki
co, udowodni¢ jego zaangazowania w hurtowy przemyt produktow z Chin, co mu
wielokrotnie zarzucano. Dodatkowo proces biznesmena jest caly czas zablokowany, bowiem

w styczniu B. Nazarbajew uciekt z kraju i miejsce jego pobytu pozostaje nieustalone.

Druga osobg z rodziny ex-prezydenta, ktora szybko odczuta brak ochrony, byta jego
najmlodsza coérka Alija. Prowadzita ona lukratywny biznes utylizacji starych aut, ktory
praktycznie zmonopolizowata, ustalajgc wlasne zawyzone stawki za przeprowadzane
utylizacje, czym podobno narazita skarb panstwa na znaczne straty. Tuz po styczniowych
wydarzeniach prezydent Tokajew nakazal przejecie jej firmy i przyjrzenie si¢ innym

powiazaniom A. Nazarbajewej z wladzami.

Na razie jakichkolwiek zarzutow unikneta Dinara — §rednia corka bylego prezydenta — i jej
mgz Timur Kulibajew, uznawani przez Forbes za najbogatszych Kazachow z majatkiem
szacowanym na 3,9 mld USD. Ich imperium biznesowe moze by¢ wynikiem nielegalnych

praktyk na styku polityki i biznesu.

Tuz po zakonczenie rozruchéw =zostat aresztowany pod zarzutem dziatan przeciwko
bezpieczenstwu panstwa bratanek bylego prezydenta, generat-major i byty szef KBN - Kairat
Satybaldi. Zostat on zatrzymany w marcu w Almatach, gdy probowal dosta¢ si¢ na poktad
samolotu lecacego do Dubaju. Przed sadem zostal oskarzony o ogromne defraudacje na

niekorzys¢ panstwowego giganta telekomunikacyjnego Kazakhtelecom.

Podejrzenia o jego czynny udzial w rozruchach pozostajg niewyjasnione 1 wszystko wskazuje
na to, ze takie pozostang. By¢ moze, jak podejrzewa Projekt Zglaszania Przestepczos$ci
Zorganizowanej i Korupcji (OCCRP), w tym przypadku doszto do uktadu, w ktérym Agencja
Antykorupcyjna postawita Satybaldiemu tylko zarzuty korupcyjne, nie kierujgc sprawy do
dalszego procedowania w sprawie potencjalnych innych przestepstw, a w zamian on
umozliwil szybkie i tatwe odzyskanie przez budzet zdefraudowanych 500 mln USD. W
areszcie jednak nadal przebywa zona Satybaldiego, Gulnar, na ktdérej ciaza zarzuty o

wymuszenia oraz porwanie.



Cho¢ pod koniec wrze$nia Satybaldi zostal skazany na 6 lat wigzienia i 10-letni zakaz
pelienia funkcji publicznych, to $ledztwo wobec niego wcigz trwa. Nadal bowiem nie
ustalono jego wszystkich aktywow zagranicznych, szacowanych na co najmniej 900 min
USD. Badane sg tez powigzania Satybaldiego z innymi biznesmenami 1 politykami, ktérzy
mogli by¢ zaangazowani w dziatalno$¢ na szkode panstwa. Gtownym podejrzanym w tym
wypadku jest Samat Abisz, bratanek N. Nazarbajewa. Ta sprawa jest do$¢ niejasna, bowiem
poki co ma on status Swiadka, cho¢ w trakcie styczniowego dramatu petnit wysoka funkcje w
KBN. Poczatkowo réwniez wobec niego pojawily zarzuty o udziat w préobie nielegalnego

przejecia wladzy.

Zamach na zycie prezydenta

Najbardziej medialnym wydarzeniem okazat si¢ jednak zakonczony 28 wrze$nia proces
oskarzonego o probe zabojstwa prezydenta Tokajewa. Szczegoly Sledztwa, jak 1 sam przebieg
procesu zostaly utajnione. Oskarzony, okreslany oficjalnie jako Obywatel A, zostat skazany

na 17 lat wigzienia.

Dopiero po wydaniu skazujagcego wyroku ujawniono, ze chodzi o Ajana Atygajewa,
dziennikarza, prawnika i bylego sekretarza prasowego jednej z agencji rzadowych. Zostat on
uznany winnym zdrady, szmuglowania broni, udzialu w nielegalnej produkcji materiatow

wybuchowych 1 spisku w celu pozbawienia zycia prezydenta.

Atygajew zostat zatrzymany w kwietniu przez funkcjonariuszy KNB pod zarzutem gotowosci
do dokonania zamachu na zycie prezydenta przy wspodtudziale zagranicznych shuzb
wywiadowczych. W mieszkaniu aresztowanego zabezpieczono podobno gotowy do uzycia
karabin snajperski oraz znaczng ilo$¢ dolaréw. Poniewaz nie ujawniono publicznie, ktére
panstwo moglo by¢ inspiratorem zamachu, pojawity si¢ nieoficjalne i nieudokumentowane
»przecieki”, ze zrddlo spisku moze znajdowaé si¢ na Kremlu. Trudno powiedzie¢, jak

miatoby to pasowac¢ do ogolnej strategii Rosji w regionie.
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Amnestia, ale nie dla wszystkich

W trakcie rozruchow zostato zatrzymanych i aresztowanych wiele tysiecy 0sob. Wigkszo$¢ z
nich szybko zwolniono, inne aresztowano na dtuzej, co czesto budzito protest organizacji
bronigcych praw cztowieka. Ostatecznie zarzuty o udzial w krwawych rozruchach postawiono
ponad 1500 osobom. Na poczatku wrzesnia sad w Szymkencie wydat wyroki skazujace na co
najmniej 3 lata wiezienia dla trzech aktywistow za czynny udzial w nielegalnych masowych
antyrzadowych demonstracjach. To doprowadzito do sitowej konfrontacji zwolennikow

skazanych i cztonkéw ich rodzin z sitami porzadkowymi.

Prezydent Tokajew szybko zrozumial, ze wyroki skazujace dla oséb, ktére braty udziat w
demonstracjach, ale nie dopuscily si¢ czyndow przestepczych, moga nadmiernie zaognié
nastroje spoteczne. Rozwigzaniem wobec napi¢é¢ spotecznych na tym tle ma by¢ zatwierdzona
przez kazachski parlament amnestia, ktéra dotyczy wybranych czynow popekionych podczas

udziatlu w demonstracjach 4-7 stycznia.

Zakres czynow, ktore obejmuje amnestia, jest do$¢ szeroki. Osoby winne wykroczen i
naruszen prawa, ktore nie s3 zagrozone bezwzglednymi karami wiezienia, nie zostang
ukarane. Natomiast wyroki dla sprawcow powazniejszych przestgpstw zostang zredukowane
o trzy czwarte, a najpowazniejszych — o potowe. Amnestia nie beda objete osoby skazane
m.in. za terroryzm, zdrade, korupcje 1 tortury. To oznacza, ze z 49 zatrzymanych oficerow
stuzb bezpieczenstwa, jak podat zastepca prokuratora generalnego, tylko jeden zostanie
zwolniony. Pozostali nie moga liczy¢ na zlagodzenie kary. Na amnesti¢ nie moga tez liczy¢

wspomniani wczesniej skazani za korupcje cztonkowie ,,klanu Nazarbajewa”.

Dhlugookresowa strategia czy przedwyborcze show?

Postepujacy  proces rozliczania  beneficjentow  poprzedniej wladzy oraz = osob
odpowiedzialnych za eskalacje styczniowych rozruchdéw to krok umacniajacy wladz¢ nowego
prezydenta. Zamierzonym skutkiem tych dziatah ma by¢ prawdopodobnie skierowanie

spotecznego gniewu na 0soby kojarzone z prezydentem Nazarbajewem.

Roéwniez amnestia dla wigkszosci uczestnikow demonstracji jest posunieciem spolecznie
potrzebnym. Kazachstan musi przede wszystkim uniknaé dalszego zaognienia sytuacji

spotecznej, a prezydent potrzebuje spotecznego zaufania. Problemem pozostaje, jak gleboko
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obecna wiladza zechce wedrze¢ si¢ w istniejgce nieformalne uktady biznesowo-polityczne o
charakterze korupcyjnym i czy nie poprzestanie tylko na tych najbardziej medialnych
przypadkach. Warto tez zada¢ pytanie czy przyspieszenie prac sledczych oraz sadow, a takze
mnozgce si¢ wyroki skierowane wobec wysokich urzednikow i poteznych biznesmendéw nie
byly wpisane w scenariusz kampanii wyborczej obecnego prezydenta. W koncu listopada
uzyskat on mandat na kolejne siedem lat. Nie mial przy tym kontrkandydata mogacego

zagrozi¢ jego zwycigstwu.

Osobng sprawg jest wcigz niewyjasniona kwestia zagranicznych wptywow na rozruchy. Na co
de facto powotywatl si¢ prezydent Tokajew wzywajac OUBZ. Jak wspomniano, sa juz
pierwsze wyroki dla osob, ktorym postawiono zarzut szpiegostwa, a 46 innych oskarzonych
odbywa kary wiezienia za udziat w zorganizowanych dziataniach terrorystycznych. Wszystko
to ma sugerowac, ze w tle styczniowych wydarzen faktycznie pojawity sie sluzby obcego
kraju lub zagraniczne organizacje terrorystyczne. Problem w tym, ze tego typu procesy byty
przeprowadzane za zamknigtymi drzwiami, a opinii publicznej w ramach udzielenia oficjalnej
informacji podano do wiadomos$ci zaledwie fakty o stawianych zarzutach i wysokosci

wyroku.

Takie dziatania nie wpisujg si¢ w prezydencka obietnice o jawnosci 1 przejrzystosci procesow,
a racze] rodza watpliwosci co do wiarygodnosci stawianych zarzutow oraz rzetelnos$ci
materiatu dowodowego i samego procesu. To z kolei moze prowadzi¢ do niewygodnych dla
prezydenta podejrzen o proby zatuszowania faktycznie bezpodstawnego powolania si¢ na art.

4 OUBZ o zagrozeniu zewnetrznym, co jest jedyng podstawa do interwencji.

Kazachowie 1 §wiatowi obserwatorzy oczekuja, ze dziatania wtadz na rzecz rozbicia uktadow
korupcyjnych beda kontynuowane. Pierwszoplanowym celem prezydenta powinno by¢
zapewnienie przejrzystosci regut biznesowych, zwlaszcza teraz, gdy $wiat pograzyt sie¢ w
kryzysie energetycznym. Kazachstan stangt przed powaznym wyzwaniem, jakim jest
przemodelowanie obecnych uktadow 1 powigzan zewnetrznych, aby zminimalizowaé
posrednie negatywne skutki wojny w Ukrainie oraz zapewni¢ sobie rozw0j gospodarczy w
kolejnych latach. Aby jednak te dzialania byly skuteczne, konieczne jest posprzatanie
wilasnego podworka, co bedzie sygnatem dla potencjalnych partneréw, ze republika

jednoznacznie wybrala droge przestrzegania ustanawianych przez siebie regul.
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Jerzy Oledzki
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LESSONS FOR
CHINA AND
TAIWAN FROM
THE WAR IN
UKRAINE

The situations of Taiwan and Ukraine are often

compared. The logic is simple: a democracy is
threatened by a repressive, authoritarian regime
making territorial claims and denying it the right to
exist. However, Taiwan's political and military
situation differs significantly from that in Ukraine.
This is mainly due to distinct geographical
conditions that influence the potential for invasion,
defense against it, and the provision of external
support. Nevertheless, this does not change the fact
that Russian aggression also prompts Taiwan and

China to contemplate significant implications.

Pawel Behrendt



If Vladimir Putin told Xi Jinping anything about his invasion plans, he probably promised a
quick and easy victory. It seems many earlier presumptions of Russian leadership as well as
these of the Chinese Communist Party must be revised. The resistance of the Ukrainians and
the unity and resolve of the West so far have surprised everyone.

The war is not just about Russia and Ukraine. Putin has made it clear that he wants to
reshuffle the entire European and even global security system, or rather to turn the clock back
to 1991. If accepted, the Russian security guarantees proposition from December 2021 would
mean a reduction of the US military presence in Europe and Asia. As a result, Washington

would enjoy some freedom of action only in the Western hemisphere®.

Another important fact from the point of view of our deliberations is that the war has not
begun on 24 February 2022, but already in 2014 with the takeover of Crimea, and perhaps
even earlier. Even in Europe, many had, and still have, problems accepting this fact and

understanding all its consequences.

1. China
1.1 China-Russia relations are rock solid. But what rock?

China is an eager collaborator in the project of overthrowing American hegemony. However,
there were not many delusions about cooperation with Russia. Yun Sun (2022) from Stimson
Center researched how Chinese analysts assessed Russian potential and capabilities. From the
outset, the Chinese assessment of the Russian economy and political efficiency was devoid of
illusions. Instead, the efficiency of the Russian military and diplomacy, its ability to conduct
hybrid actions and combine these three factors were rated very highly. It made Moscow an
attractive ally for Beijing. In addition, Chinese analysts described Russia as a ‘‘destructive

power’, very adept at sowing chaos, destabilising the situation and taking advantage of it.

Consecutively, it was considered better to have such power on China’s side and try to use it

for own purposes.

! More on this topic: Budzisz M. (2021), “Rosyjska rozgrywka. Poczatek,” Uktad Sit Numer 32
(8/2021), 8-15.
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Here we come to the more critical and pessimistic part of the Chinese assessment. Russia is
perceived as a valuable source of raw materials and technology, but the latter only in the
military domain. Moreover, the Russian market is assessed as less receptive to Chinese goods

in comparisons to the Western markets, and the investment risk is assessed as very high.

In addition, there is a persistent lack of trust in bilateral relations. The Chinese supposedly
constantly fears *Russia’s betrayal and change of alliances. China sees itself as a power that
wants to return to its rightful place in the international system, call it a revisionist power, but
does not seek to destroy the existing order. The aim is to replace the United States as the
world hegemon and to secure the power of the Chinese Communist Party. On the other hand,

Russia is seen as a revisionist power seeking to destroy the existing order.

The very first days of the war have turned some of the previous Chinese assessments upside
down. The Russian military, despite some early successes, was ridiculed, the intelligence
services failed, and diplomacy was not very successful either. Furthermore, the Russian
network of influence built in Europe with much financial effort and time was decimated.
Contrary to ’Putin’s predictions, the Russian economy has proved relatively vulnerable to
massive sanctions. China, in turn, has proved incapable and unwilling to replace the West as a
source of money and technology. It is partly a result of fears that China would become a
target for secondary sanctions, as well as the weakness of the Russian market compared to
markets of the EU and the US. One also has to ask whether Beijing had any real will and

capacity to do so.

In the following months, the Russian Ministry of Economy, thanks to enormous creativity and
determination, has stopped the economic freefall. Nevertheless, it is unclear how long this
will last. Russian-Chinese relations have seen a consolidation of "Moscow’s status as a junior
partner. China is buying Russian oil and gas at promotional prices, so bilateral trade has
increased, and nice statistics can be used for propaganda. However, ’Beijing’s attitude

towards greater economic engagement has remained steady.

1.2 Ideological bias

At this point in time, we are unable yet to predict if, in case of the risk of the fall of Putin’s

regime, China would decide to throw a lifeline.
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There are following arguments that they could. The close Sino-Russian relations are a
personal project of Xi Jinping. The Chinese leader comes from a generation and a social
milieu raised in the cult of Russian culture and a fascination with the Soviet Union. Xi is also
said to admire Putin as a strong leader with whom the world reckons, even when Russia is
weak. Furthermore, both politicians consider the fall of the Soviet Union a disaster
(Nakazawa 2022).

There is also an ideological bias. The CCP leadership, in general, detest the West, especially
the US, and believes it is doomed to fail, freeing up the place for socialist China. So tell the
“Marxist logic of history” and theories of Wang Huning, a sociologist, turned member of the
CCP Politburo Standing Committee, and author of a popular book “America Against
America”, heralding the inevitable and imminent fall of the US (Chang 2022).

Contrary to popular opinion, the Chinese leadership is not a group of only pragmatic realists.
The ideology still plays an important role, and since Xi Jinping took power in 2012, we have
observed its constantly growing importance. The fear that capitalist countries are hostile to the
’CCP’s rule and conspire to overthrow it is deeply rooted. It is not only a heritage from the
Mao era but also a result of shock caused by the 1989 pro-democracy protests, the collapse of
the Soviet block and finally, the fall of the Soviet Union. Even though most analyses assess a
risk of foreign invasion or a major conflict undermining the communist regime as minimal,
anxiety has remained (Goldstein 2003: 67, Cabestan 2013: 55-58).

During the “’90s, it had been concluded that the greatest threat to the "CCP’s power came
from the ideological sphere, making kinetic actions useless (Mattis, 2018). Consequently,
Beijing began to look for methods to maintain a favourable international situation and shape
opinions regarding the PRC abroad, especially in the US. Military and political theorists were
faced with the challenge of creating an effective strategy to safeguard the interests of the state
and the party, or rather to put it better, the party-state. Due to its military weakness at the
time, Beijing relied on non-kinetic methods. The result is a significant emphasis on influence

operations and hybrid operations concept known as three warfares (3W, sanzhong zhan fd,
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=#EH;%), containing public opinion warfare (media warfare), psychological warfare and

legal warfare?.

In short, propaganda and disinformation campaigns combined with psychological operations
and information warfare are aimed to create favourable conditions for the PRC to pursue its
goals. In the case of Taiwan, these goals are international isolation of the Island, imposing the
belief that any resistance is futile, dissuading the US from intervening in case of invasion. In
broader terms of undermining American hegemony, the goal is to drive wedges between

Washington and its allies, predominantly Europe, South Korea, Australia and Japan.

China carefully observed Russian influence and hybrid operations and took many lessons
from "Moscow’s playbook. Close cooperation was also essential on the military ground. The
PLA has not seen real combat since the 1979 invasion of Vietnam and, following it, border
skirmishes in the next decade. In both these conflicts, the Chinese military performed
relatively poorly. Therefore, the joint exercises with the Russians were an opportunity to gain

the necessary experience.

There is one more important but often omitted issue. In Russia and China, the leadership sees
their state in imperial terms. This rhetoric strongly resonates among societies. Hence the
desire to create spheres of influence and grassroots support for such a policy. This is why
Putin persists in trying to rebuild the Russian empire, probably not paying attention to the fact
that it has collapsed twice in the last century. Similarly, Xi wants to go down in history as the

renovator of the Chinese empire, which strongly stimulates his desire to annex Taiwan.

In conclusion, we can point out a few lessons and dilemmas that could seem important to
China:

1. ’Russia’s actions can have a negative impact on you, even if you are allies. Chinese
companies do not want to become victims of secondary sanctions if they seize the
opportunities on the Russian market. Nevertheless, China is hit by growing
commodities prices. Furthermore, close ties with Moscow bring a risk of reputational

damage,

> More on this topic: Charon, P. and Jeangéne Vilmer J-B. (2021), Chinese Influence Operations. A
Machiavellian Moment. IRSEM; Behrendt P. (2022), San zhong zhanfa or Three Warfares. Chinese
hybrid warfare. Boym Institute.
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. Building a

(1313

sanction-proof”™ economy in a globalised world is hard. Autarky has a
high price. Furthermore, the crippled Russian economy is not an attractive partner for
business; nevertheless, it gives Beijing potential leverage in bilateral relations,

Despite seemingly considerable combat experience, the Russian army has huge
problems fighting theoretically weaker but NATO-trained Ukrainian military. Critical
factors in the modern battlefield prove to be not only technologically advanced
equipment but also the ability to use it effectively and the overall morale of troops and
society,

It is impossible to hide preparations for invasion, and modern war causes destruction
and casualties on a massive scale. Therefore, it seems right to presume that any
military confrontation between peer or near-peer opponents would lead to a stalemate
and prolonged, high-cost war of attrition.

. The fragility of influence network and importance of media warfare. Russia was
considered very skilful and effective in such operations. However, since the very early
hours of the war, Ukraine has established unchallenged domination in the media, at
least in the West, and Russia was broadly condemned as an aggressor. As already
mentioned, the Russian influence network in Europe was much weakened. It raises
questions about the effectiveness of Chinese influences and propaganda in case of an
invasion of Taiwan. Right now, China actively supports and multiplies Russian
propaganda; however, in the case of both countries, these efforts are aimed primarily
at the domestic audience, but resonate in the Global South

Here comes another important lesson — the need for tight control over the information
space. In the case of China, a visible sign of efforts in this field is growing censorship.
In the PRC, censors were ordered to delete any texts and posts supporting Ukraine and
the West, and already in early March 2022, provincial governments mandated
primary, middle and high school teachers to attend “lectures correcting ’one’s
thoughts on Russian-Ukrainian situation”, where attendees are told Russian military
action is legitimate, and it is all NATO/US/’Ukraine’s fault. In the field of
propaganda, Beijing clearly supports Moscow with all force.

. West is not in decline; the Russian invasion has given it a boost in unity not seen in
decades. The US is consolidating its leadership within the Free World, not only
through NATO but through new projects, including energy security and coherence of
the financial sector. It is still too early to assess whether this process will be

sustainable; however, European allies signal a willingness to deepen transatlantic
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cooperation and EU integration; they also gradually change their perspective on
Russia and China,

8. The processes mentioned above signal a heightened risk of a more rapid division of
the world into two rival blocs. The PRC may be the second-largest economy in the
world but is dwarfed by the combined economies of G7, EU and Australia. Potential
allies to China in Cold War 2.0, except Russia, might be Iran, Myanmar, North Korea,
Venezuela, all pariah states with impoverished economies. It is highly doubtful if
China has the capacity or the will to give them all a lifeline. In the case of the situation
when China itself becomes a target of sanctions, the economic isolation and weakness
of these potential allies make sanctions evasion harder.

9. Even if the government controls the media and the war has broad support in society —
as in the case of Russia — it does not mean people are ready to make sacrifices,

especially when casualties are much bigger than expected.

1.3 Constants and reshuffles

Despite vocal voices in the early weeks of war calling China to abandon Russia®, there are no
signs of radical revaluation and change of course. On the contrary, the Taiwan Crisis of

August 2022 probably even strengthened supporters of close relations with Moscow.

However, it does not mean there were no reshuffles. In June 2022, Le Yucheng, deputy
foreign minister and chief architect and implementer of Russian policy, was dismissed. Given

his role and position, he was an ideal scapegoat to take the blame away from Xi.

In the same month, Xi and Putin held a telephone conversation during which they agreed to
“work together against the international order dominated by the United States and democratic

European states”. The goal of both leaders is to create a more” “fair and just” world order.

* The most attention gained analysis by Hu Wei, deputy director of the Public Policy Research Centre
at the Counselor’s Office of the State Council published on March 5. According to Hu Putin has
ceased to be an asset for China and has become a burden. In view of the consolidation of the West
under the leadership of the USA, the most sensible solution is to cut ties with Russia as soon as
possible. He argued further that Beijing should actively engage in mediation, not to help Putin but to
gain a political capital in the West. However, the scholar strongly underlined that the window of
opportunity to do this is limited to a maximum of two weeks. Hu Wei (2022), Possible Outcomes of
the Russo-Ukrainian War and China’s Choice, U.S.-China Perception Monitor:
https://uscnpm.org/2022/03/12/hu-wei-russia-ukraine-war-china-choice/ [access:25.12.2023]
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This choice of words makes clear the intentions of both partners. The Chinese leadership
shares the ’Kremlin’s imperial worldview and considers abandoning Russia would mean
accepting the primacy of the United States. In turn, this means resignation from

“reunification” with Taiwan.

Nevertheless, Beijing has begun to reassess the situation in the context of eventual conflict
over the Island. According to the Taiwanese daily Taipei Times, already in March, Chinese
analysts have been tasked with exploring the option of unification with Taiwan, also by force.
The newspaper cites an anonymous Chinese official who said the CCP has begun work on an
“overall strategy for resolving the Taiwan issue in the new era”. Plans are to focus on peaceful
methods, but military actions are not excluded. Hence the close watching of *Russia’s actions
in Ukraine, the *West’s response and consideration of the potential effects of sanctions on

China (Chen and Madjar 2022).

Of course, Beijing will try to choose the least costly solution and seek to create favourable
conditions for the annexation of Taiwan. However, as already mentioned, the calculations and
assumptions made before the war proved to be faulty. Therefore, much depends on how the

war in Ukraine develops.

1.4 Three possible outcomes of Ukraine war and their consequences for the Taiwan

According to a Taipei Times source, China is considering three scenarios. In the first one,
Vladimir Putin succeeds in achieving all his goals. Such a development would be nothing but

an invitation for Xi Jinping to invade.

The second scenario assumes a prolonged conflict, causing ’Russia’s economic collapse.
Nevertheless, Putin is not expected to abandon the war for fear of losing power. In turn, the
countries of Europe and the US, plagued by the refugee crisis, inflation and high energy
prices, are to turn to China for help, and the price of this help will, of course, be Taiwan. This
scenario clearly suggests that the CCP will try to do anything to break the solidarity of the
West and sow discontent among societies using economic and refugee problems. It confirms
that in the eyes of Xi and his entourage, the West is doomed to fall, and China is somehow
supposed to be invulnerable to inflation, the economic troubles of its major trade partners and

own domestic and economic problems. The ideological bias is visible here.
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The final scenario is a victory for Ukraine and the removal of Putin from power. It is not an
optimistic scenario in ’Beijing’s eyes, as it may encourage Taiwan to declare independence
and will undoubtedly further strengthen the Taiwanese ’people’s will to fight. Xi may then
order an attack in an attempt to claim victory before the Island completes its defence
preparations. The anonymous official suggests that a possible war could be an attempt to
cover up domestic problems. In doing so, he points out that each option is subject to
numerous variables and could be subject to far-reaching modifications.

The last scenario brings other potential threats from the side of China. *Putin’s downfall can
only deepen the paranoia of the CCP leadership. The result could be further isolation of China
from the outside world and an even more hostile stance towards the Free World. Jude
Blanchette (2022) from the CSIS argues that Beijing would then engage in the conflict, trying
to help Putin stay in power or at least assure that the new leader of Russia would remain an
ally. Such a turn of events would give Taiwan more time. However, Xi Jinping has made it

his personal goal to annex Taiwan, and there is no indication that he intends to abandon it*.

There is also the issue of the economy. China is definitely more resistant to sanctions than
Russia; however, this is only part of the picture. The Chinese economy is much more
integrated into global markets than the Russian one and, therefore, more sensitive to
turbulence. As the example of Huawei proves, sanctions against Chinese companies and
entities can be very effective if carefully tailored and consequently implemented. Setting such
a regime against the PRC would be challenging but not impossible. Experiences from Ukraine

tell us that the easiest target would be Chinese financial reserves®.

However, the situation may change, even during this decade. We observe a slowly growing
sanction imposed on China by the US and the EU due to the genocide of Uighurs. Further, the
growing control of the CCP over the economy and the consequences of three years of the
““zero-COVID”” policy encourage a growing number of businesses to relocate outside China.
Finally, there is the issue of China decoupling itself from the global economy. Xi Jinping

openly admits he aims to obtain technological autonomy and thus limit *China’s dependence

* One more thing should be noted at the margin. Launching invasion of Ukraine Putin clearly
miscalculated, most probably due to information bubble and positive loop — delivering the leader
only information his entourage thinks would please him. The question is to what extend it applies to
Xi Jinping and the answer is rather gloomy. According to various sources Xi is no more surrounded by
advisors but sycophants. This significantly increases the risk of miscalculation.

> For more on economic statecraft see: Blackwill, R. D., Harris J. (2016), War by Other Means:
Geoeconomics and Statecraft, Harvard.
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on imports (the dual-circulation economy). Irrespective of all the negative consequences of
any attempt to build an autarkic economy, it creates conditions under which the Chinese
economy would be more resistant to sanctions, but at the same time, a political decision to

sanction the PRC would be easier®.

The future of Putin is probably a crucial factor. ’Russia’s defeat may cause a renewed power
struggle within the CCP. As of now, Xi Jinping holds a virtually unchallenged position, and
his anti-US, pro-Russian bias has the strong support of both left- and right-wing of the party.
However, all the shortcomings and limitations of the one-man leadership that Xi is
successively building up, replacing the earlier system based on collective decision-making by
the Politburo Standing Committee or the Central Committee, are more and more visible.
Nonetheless, the opposition proved to be unable to block *Xi’s staying in power for the third
term during the 20™ CCP Congress or limit his power. Furthermore, Xi may start a war to

cover domestic problems or if he feels threatened.

Russian failures and the Taiwan Crisis have not discouraged Beijing. The Taiwan White
Paper published on 10 August goes closely to lines signalled by the source of Taipei Times.
The document sets guidelines for the PRC policy towards Taiwan. Previous White Papers
published in 1993 and 2002 emphasised the need for peaceful reunification, treating a military
solution as a last resort. Taiwan was promised broad autonomy under the “one country — two
systems” model, including, inter alia, not sending mainland officials and PLA troops to the

Island.

There are major changes in the new document, above all in the language used. Peaceful
reunification is still the desired option, but the suggestions for the possible use of force are
very clear. Provisions for a transition period have been watered down. Apart from vague
announcements of maintaining the ’Island’s “current social system”, promises not to send

officials and troops have disappeared.

There are other signals. According to CIA Deputy Director David Cohen, Xi Jinping has told
the PLA leadership that he wants to have the capability to take control of Taiwan by force by

2027. That does not mean, as Cohen underlined, that any final and binding decision has been

®In recent years, let’s mention only cases of Australia and Lithuania, China showed it's more than
eager to wage economic warfare even if it causes more harm to itself than to opponent. Such an
approach suggests that most probably Beijing would be the first to shoot in an eventual trade war
against the EU.
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made in Beijing. However, in the report to the 20" CCP Congress in October 2022, Xi, for the
first time, declared that China “will never promise to renounce the use of force” against

Taiwan.

1.5 Ready or not?

As was expected during the party congress, Xi placed in the Central Military Commission
(CMC) officers who are loyal to him and support the use of force against Taiwan or are
familiar with the local theatre of operations. The CMC’s second vice-chairman has become
general He Weidong, former commander of the PLA Eastern Theatre Command, which area
of responsibility covers Taiwan and the East China Sea. Furthermore, general He joined the
CMC Joint Command Centre, the top command and control body of the Chinese armed forces
as well has become a member of the CCP Politburo. Another CMC member with a “Taiwan
background” is admiral Miao Hua. Just like He, Miao served in the 31% Group Army based in
Fujian province, where he was a political officer. Later, in the years 2014-17, Miao was
PLAN political commissar (Hadano 2022b, Lang and Wang 2022).

This approach may suggest that not all PLA leadership supports the idea of military action
against Taiwan or shares the view that such an operation can be prepared by 2027. As
mentioned above the Chinese military lacks fresh combat experience, and exercises with the
Russian Army were considered the best way to check and evaluate own training and
operational concepts. The poor performance of Russian troops in Ukraine might question the
value of military exchange with Russia. Furthermore, as Desai and Kevalarmani (2022) argue,
despite much progress, the results of military reforms initiated by Xi are still far from
intended, and it is doubtful they will be achieved by 2027.

Here we come to a crucial question: how does the PLA assess lessons from the war in
Ukraine? Sadly, all available western analyses, irrespective of their quality, are speculations.
There are nearly no official comments or statements from the Chinese military and discussion
among the Chinese military and security experts community gains pace slowly since the
February 2023. Nevertheless, we can surely assume that the conflict is closely observed, and
Russia’s military performance below expectations is also a surprise in China. Nevertheless,
the war is still far from the end. Thus the PLA may wait until some turning point to get a more

detailed picture.
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Quite a popular opinion says that the first lesson for Beijing from Russian failures is the need
to bolster own nuclear deterrence (Hadano 2022a, Finkelstein 2022). The argument goes that
the Russian nuclear arsenal and risk of escalation stopped any potential direct intervention by
NATO and slowed down the assistance for Kiev. Therefore, another argument strengthening

this opinion has to be signalised recently bolstering of the Chinese nuclear arsenal.

However, there are some doubts if the Chinese nuclear built-up is related to Ukrainian war at
all. First raises the question if a direct NATO intervention was ever an option, even without
the Russian nuclear arsenal. Given the poor preparation of European allies for a full-scale land
conflict, it is doubtful. The deterrence argument can be reversed. Maybe it was NATO nuclear
arsenal that stopped Putin from taking open military actions against the Baltic states or
retaliating against Sweden and Finland when they decided to join NATO. Finally, since the
1960s, the PRC has pursued a “credible deterrence”. From consecutive biannual Defense
White Papers emerges a picture of an insufficient nuclear triad. Right now, China may be
finally capable to build a “credible deterrence”. Again, deterrence is a two-way road. We have
to assess how the US nuclear arsenal impacts the Chinese risk assessment.

Wuthnow (2022, 2) speculates that war in Ukraine as a land-centred conflict may be less
interesting to the PLA. A Taiwan contingency, both a full-scale invasion or a blockade, would
be predominantly an air-sea operation. It was clearly visible during the military exercises
launched after Speaker Pelosi visited Taiwan. The most active parts of the PLA were the
navy, air force and rocket force. The location of seven Exercise Zones covered areas crucial
for any attempt to put a blockade on Island and prevent the US intervention from Japan,
Guam or the Philippines (Lin et al. 2022).

Furthermore, Whutnow is right to point out that upon the last 40 years, the most analysed
conflict in China and Japan was the Falkland War of 1982. Both British expedition to the
South Atlantic and Argentinian attempts to defend the captured archipelago provides

extensive food for thought for anyone who plans operations during an air-sea centred conflict.

However, the Russo-Ukrainian war may give some important lessons to the PLA. First is the
Russian inability to dominate the skies above Ukraine. It is especially surprising given the
quantitative and qualitative superiority of the Russian air force and the huge investment in

A2/AD systems. Nevertheless, the Ukrainian air force still actively operates, and according to

25



gen. James Hecker, commander of US Air Forces in Europe and Africa, about 80% of its

power survived strikes in the first days of war (Parsons 2022).

Even more striking are the limited results of naval operations in the Black Sea. Again, despite
the huge disproportion of forces, it has been Ukrainians, not Russians, who effectively used
an A2/AD zone, preventing any attempt to land by Odesa and sinking the cruiser Moskva, the
flagship of the Black Sea Fleet. Another issue is the Russian failure to fortify and keep Snake
Island. Russian power projection was refused, and the theoretically weaker side achieved
success in the creation of an A2/AD zone. On the other hand, the case of the Black Sea shows

how complicated modern naval operations are (Tavsan 2022).

Here comes the main difference between Russian and Chinese war plans. From what is
known, the PLA plans to start the military part of an operation with massive missiles and
airstrikes against the Taiwanese critical infrastructure. The goal is to eliminate the air force,
stockpiles, military and civilian command and control centres, power and water supply of
defenders in one fell swoop. It is exactly what Russia had not done in the first days of the
invasion. On the other hand, China takes this issue very seriously and gathered across the
Taiwan Strait an impressive, at least on paper, number of assets like ballistic and cruise

missiles and multiple rocket launcher systems with range covering the whole Island.

Given the sheer numbers, it should be enough to suppress the defence and create conditions
for a virtually unopposed landing before the US could come to help. However, as Russian
experiences from Ukraine show, even massive artillery fire does not guarantee success.
Furthermore, given the high level of urbanisation, it would be impossible to avoid heavy
casualties among civilians and the destruction of physical infrastructure, which might later
negatively affect the advance of landing forces.

A critical issue is the size of Chinese munition stockpiles and the ability of logistics to ensure
swift and uninterrupted deliveries. Another important issue is preparation to resist Taiwanese
counterbattery fire. During the last decade, Taiwan has invested many resources in

capabilities enabling retaliatory strikes against targets deep into the mainland.

The initial long-range fires play a crucial role in PLA invasion plans. From what is known,
the whole concept assumes that massive precision strikes pave the way to a successful
landing, after which nearly all resistance crumbles. This assumption is based on additional

considerations: the special operation forces (SOF) are able to “decapitate” the Taiwanese
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leadership, as well as PLA is able to block any attempts to come to help by the US and,
eventually, its allies. These may prove to be weak points of the whole doctrine, especially if
defenders are warned in advance and on alert, just like in the case of Ukraine.

Furthermore, how well the PLA is prepared for post-landing operations like prolonged
guerrilla combat in the urban environment and occupation tasks is unclear. The latter would
demand the engagement of the paramilitary People’s Armed Police (PAP) (Whutnow 2022,
9). The question is if the PAP would provide only relevant training or send troops, what
would put additional strain on command and control (C2), and logistics systems.
Nevertheless, Beijing has to have prepare occupation plans. Based on what was seen in Hong
Kong, Xinjiang, Tibet, Inner Mongolia and even China proper, the perspectives for Taiwanese

under the occupation regime look grim.

In the land dimension of military preparations, there may be also one another important lesson
for China. During the reforms initiated by Xi in 2015, the PLA emulated the Russian concept
of battalion tactical groups (BTG), where the smallest unit of combined arms is a battalion. It
is even reflected in the Chinese terminology, where combined arms battalions replaced most
of the previous tank, infantry etc. battalions (Whutnow 2022, 8). BTGs were considered an
effective solution, successfully tested in the years 2014-2015 against Ukraine in Donbas.
However, what was effective during a low-intensity conflict, failed in the full-scale war.
Battalion proved to be a too small level for combined arms troops, putting too much burden

on commanders.

Many of the Russian setbacks are rooted in insufficient command and control (C2) systems
and a lack in jointness. It should be noted that Chinese exercises around Taiwan put much

emphasis exactly on these issues (Lin et al. 2022).

Is this a prove the PLA takes lessons from the war in Ukraine? Not necessarily. Building C2
and jointness that can rival the US military has been one of the top priorities since the reforms
initiated in the 90s after the First Gulf War. Due to confidence in their own efforts and
achievements, the Chinese civilian and military leadership may ignore Russian failures and
build a false sense of own superiority (Whutnow 2022, 2). The degree of overconfidence
depends on the extent the Chinese establishment, especially Xi himself, believes their own

propaganda and — just like Putin — underestimates opponents.
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1.6 Confirmed assumptions

However, the course of the war in Ukraine may confirm earlier PLA assumptions in some
instances. It applies mainly to the large-scale use of various UAVs and UCAVs. Drones, both
military and commercial, have become an indispensable tool for the modern military. In the
last two decades, China has invested much effort in creating a thriving drone industry, able to
deliver systems to own military and export users, as well as producing software enhancing

capabilities of commercial systems.

There are other possibilities. The PLA may carefully analyse the conflict and learn many
valuable lessons, there is always a huge gap between proper assessment and subsequent
implementation of a new solution (Whutnow 2022, 3). The inertia typical for all big
institutions — the military included — may play against the efficacy of the PLA. Eventually,
implementing lessons from the war may endanger the interests of influential groups or go

against the political lines. There is a number of options between those two extremums.

Another issue in the case of both Russia and China is rigid and extensively hierarchical
military cultures. The career path has a clearly defined pace in which outstanding officers who
could introduce ground-breaking changes have to wait for their turn for promotion. Thus
shifts in approach often have a generational character. Nevertheless, it is not a problem of
Russia and China only. To various extent, it applies to any military, the US and Taiwan
included (Desai 2023).

2. Taiwan
2.1 American support

Since the Clinton administration, the US started to limit military support to Taiwan in the
name of better relations with China. Nevertheless, this never meant abandonment. On the
contrary, Washington pursued policy of ensuring Taiwan has basic capability to defend itself.
However, what this basic capability is has never been precisely defined. The Bush
administration accepted sell of four decommissioned Kidd class destroyers (Kee Lung class)
and FGM-148 Javelin anti-tank missiles, while the Obama administration gave the green light
to sell AH-64E Apache attack helicopters and modernisation of Republic of China Air Force
(RoCAF) F-16A/B jet fighters to F-16V version.
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However, it was the Trump administration that once again changed the course. Military
support to Taiwan grew significantly in terms of quantity. Among numerous contracts were:
M1A2T Abrams tanks, Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, MQ-9 Reaper unmanned aerial vehicles,
M142 HIMARS rocket system with GMLRS missiles and ATACMS ballistic missiles, AGM-
84H SLAM-ER anti-ship cruise missiles. These “headlines” weapons are supplemented by
less flashy but not less important deliveries of munition, radars, electronic warfare (EW) and
reconnaissance equipment. Last but not least, American companies are engaged in the
Taiwanese Indigenous Defense Submarine (IDS) project. The Trump administration also

launched a program of enhanced economic cooperation.

All these projects are continued by the Biden administration. It also initiated new ones like the
technology-oriented AUKUS alliance or the creation of “China-free” supply chains in crucial
technologies like semiconductors, medical technologies or electric vehicles as well as
supporting “China+1”business practices in other sectors. Moreover, the summit of democracy
in December 2021 showed that Washington is strongly interested in cooperating with Taiwan

in new multilateral formats.

Recently US intelligence showed its capabilities and regained prestige sharply undermined
two decades ago in the run-up to the invasion of lIraq. It gives hope that intelligence
information on China would also be correct and precise. Due to its covert nature, it is very
hard to evaluate the degree of data sharing and information exchange between the US and
Taiwan. However, due to the decades-long cooperation, it may be even much stronger and

deeper than in the case of Ukraine. 2.2 Pitfalls of intelligence cooperation

On the other hand, intelligence sharing demands solid counterintelligence protection. In the
case of Taiwan, there is considerable degree of risk in this issue. For decades the Islands were
targeted by large-scale espionage operations of Chinese intelligence services, which brought
numerous successes. In late 2021, it was revealed that the security detail of President Tsai
Ing-wen had been compromised (Lee, Lague 2021). In the last months of 2022, media reports
disclosed that the infiltration of the Taiwanese military and administration by Chinese
intelligence rapidly expanded. It raises serious concerns about the security of not only shared

data but the defence plans as well. Maybe the most valuable lessons Taiwan can learn from

Ukraine are not from the battlefields but from counterintelligence protecting the political and

military operations and military planning.
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Intelligence will be crucial to assess if China is really preparing for an invasion. War in
Ukraine gives here several valuable lessons. First, Russian preparations could not be hidden;
they lasted nearly a year, and some 190,000 troops were assembled. Given the scale of the
naval invasion, preparations in China will have to be carried out with even greater vigour and

will be even more difficult to conceal.

2.2 Can the invasion be successful?

Contrary to popular belief, even among analysts, the invasion of Taiwan would be nothing
like Normandy 1944. As lan Eaton (2021) from Project 2049 Institute points out, a vision of a
large-scale operation led by a huge fleet and combining an air and sea landing undoubtedly
appeals to the imagination, but it is fundamentally false. Normandy in 1944 was a rural,
sparsely populated area with beaches suitable for landing. Taiwan is a mountainous, heavily
urbanised island with only limited number of landing sites along its entire coastline. However,

direct assaults at ports cannot be excluded. Given the conditions, an airborne/heliborne assault

may be preferable for the PLA. The attackers and defenders, therefore, face very different

conditions.

Interestingly enough, other world war two operations that combined air and sea landing are
rarely brought into consideration, at least in the western public discourse. The German
invasion of Crete in 1941 (operation Merkur) and the allied landing on Sicily in 1943
(operation Husky) were attacks on mountainous islands. Despite final successes, both
operations proved to be complicated and hard-won, with airborne troops paying a high price

in blood.

Eaton estimates the forces needed for the invasion of Taiwan between 300 000 and 400 000.
However, this refers only to troops directly involved and a best-case scenario in which
Taiwan’s command and communications systems are paralysed, and the head of state is
kidnapped or killed. In worse scenarios, the war could involve between 1.35 million and even
2.25 million men from the regular forces and paramilitary formations supporting them. It
opens up a whole list of questions about the extent to which Chinese C2 systems can cope
with directing such a mass of men and equipment. Further questions relate to the ability of
Chinese logistics to supply the invasion force, which will consume vast quantities of fuel,

ammunition, food and medicaments. In addition, the invasion will require massive
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mobilisation among merchant ships and civil aviation, adversely affecting the economy if the

conflict is prolonged.

However, Jeffrey Hornung (2022) of the RAND Corporation describes several factors that
indicate that the PRC is preparing for an invasion, not large-scale exercises. It will be inferred
from the build-up of larger stocks of ammunition, food and fuel in the area of operations and
the setting up of numerous field hospitals. Thus, constant observation, satellite
reconnaissance, surveillance and intelligence gathering are crucial. A key factor will be
extensive cooperation and information sharing not only between the United States and Taiwan

but also by drawing in other allies and partners such as Japan and Australia.

Eaton also draws attention to another often overlooked aspect of the theoretical consideration
of invasion. Contrary to the war in Ukraine, conflict around Taiwan would be the first battle
fought by modern armed forces with capabilities to operate not only in traditional battlefield
domains but also in cyberspace, the electromagnetic spectrum and to a limited extent in space.
It leads to a huge number of variables that, in many cases, have probably not yet surfaced, and

military planners on both sides are unaware.

Given the 3W doctrine’, any military action would be preceded by a series of cognitive
actions aimed to present the operation as legal and in line with international law, isolate
Taiwan internationally, break its will to fight and sow chaos, as well, as well as boost morale
in China. However, in practice, it would mean a colossal propaganda and disinformation
campaign and psychological operations combined with increased Chinese activity in

international organisations.

Given the experiences of recent conflicts and the PLA strategy, the first stage of the military
operation will combine massive missile and airstrikes, cyber-attacks and special forces
operations aimed to disrupt Taiwanese military and civilian command and control chains,
suppress air and coastal defence, kill or capture the top leadership. The war in Ukraine
showed the importance of active political leadership to maintain morale and lead the
resistance. Already in 2015, Chinese special forces trained an attack on a facility very similar

to the President’s Office in Taipei.

’ Behrendt Pawet, San Zhong Zhanfa or Three Warfares. Chinese Hybrid Warfare, Instytut Boyma, 2022,
https://instytutboyma.org/en/san-zhong-zhanfa-or-three-warfares-chinese-hybrid-warfare/
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2.3 Why Ukrainian example matters for Taiwan?

The successes of the Ukrainians against the invasion are proving very important for Taiwan.
In short: they give Taiwanese people the will to fight and the hope of victory. Global Views
Monthly, known for its politically neutral views, regularly conducts surveys of citizens’
readiness to defend the country. In a survey at the end of December 2021, only 40.3% of
respondents reported a willingness to fight. By early March 2022, this group had grown to
70.2%. Similarly, the number of respondents refusing to fight decreased from 51.3% to
20.8%.

It is a very significant development, posing a serious problem for Beijing. Years of cognitive
and agent activities in Taiwan may come into question. Also important is the domestic front,
where China resembles Russia in some respects. Years of turbo-nationalist propaganda
verging on fascism have led the majority of the population to support the annexation of the
“rebellious province” to the motherland, but the prospect of war and fighting against people

perceived to be Chinese raises some doubts.

As preparations for an invasion can be easily identified, the preparations for defence or at
least minimalise effects of attacks on key military and civilian infrastructure may be started in
advance. The same applies to the security of the most important VIPs, especially the
president. Special forces have first to get to the Island. Even if they get there undercover
before the war, there are still plenty of opportunities that something may go wrong, especially

when intelligence and counterintelligence work properly and the population remains vigilant.

The crucial issue is resilience against expected massive missile and airstrikes. Previous
Taiwanese defence plans were based on the assumption of fighting under a contested air and
naval environment, which was giving an advantage to defenders. However, during the recent
decade, the balance shifted in favour of the PLA. In case the ROCAF proves unable to contest
the airspace over the Island and its direct surrounding, chances to repel invasion rapidly

diminish.

2.4 Capabilities needed for successful defence

As a result, four issues become a priority for Taiwan’s defenders. First is a multi-layered air

and missile defence system able to limit the activities of the PLAAF and intercept at least part

32



of incoming ballistic and cruise missiles. Second, a valuable option, taken into account by the
Taiwanese military, is the deployment of CRAM (counter rocket, artillery, mortar) systems
for the defence of crucial infrastructure. Third, Ericson and Collins (2022) point out also for
electronic warfare systems able to jam the Chinese satellite guidance system, as well as
numerous UAVs and UCAVs.

The second crucial and probably most critical issue is the creation of a dispersed logistics
system. Numerous small storages, fuel and ammunition depots increase the chances to limit

damages caused by missile and air attacks.

However, this is just the tip of the iceberg. Even if storage facilities in secure locations like
mountains survive strikes, the supplies must be transported to the troops. In the case of
PLAAF winning control over the airspace over the Island, it would quickly become a nearly
impossible task. So, dispersed logistics must not be limited to storages but include an elastic,

resilient and sustainable transportation system.

Facing a sure perspective of naval and air blockade and an eventuality that conflict can be
limited to such operations, Taiwan needs to prepare sufficient reserve of everything from fuel
to food, medicaments and water. Taiwan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs estimated in 2020
that the local food and key goods stocks as sufficient for 1-3 months. However, these are very
general numbers that do not enable correct planning for military and civil defence, as well as
withstanding a prolonged blockade.

Similar insufficient are fuel reserves. Taiwan’s government is obligated to store petroleum
stocks equivalent to 30 days of consumption from the previous year. Ericson and Collins
(2022) suggest 60 days of liquid fuel in hardened and dispersed locations. Again fuel storage
is just an element of a broader problem. Given the high urbanisation and population density

level, the Chinese strikes would greatly affect civilians.

The most effective way to increase resilience in this field seems to be decentralising the
energy and water systems. Power generators and wells at the community level would maintain
electricity and fresh water at a minimum necessary level. Here also opens a field for broader
use of renewables, especially solar panels, used at the level of individual households.
Furthermore, the former Chief of Staff admiral Lee His-min sees a military use for renewable
facilities. For example, offshore wind farms can be used to impede a seaborne landing (Lee
and Lee, 2020).
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Finally, an issue worthy of attention for Taipei is building of hardened air raid shelters for
civilians. During the Cold War, Taiwan built a vast network of various shelters. However,
since the 90s, many of them went out of the use or were turned into commercial facilities like
restaurants. Moreover, there is a lack of information about the current number of available air
raid shelters and their status in open sources. It may suggest that Taiwanese residents are

unaware of them as well.

Preparing a well-functioning system of shelters would not be an easy issue. Just reopening old
facilities definitely would not be enough. An important matter is the provision of these
facilities. In addition to access to water, energy and medical supplies, there are issues of
adapting shelters to the needs of the elderly, disabled and children. A partial solution is the
adaptation of subway stations and permission to construct private shelters.

2.5 Can Taiwan strike back?

Successful defense would require the ability to execute retaliatory strikes. Since 2018 the top
Taiwanese leadership has paid more attention to deterrence. Thus, programmes already
initiated years earlier gained more political support. The first effects are already visible in the
forms of indigenous cruise missiles: air-launched Wan Chien (200 km range) and ground-
launched Hsiung Feng I1E (HF-2E, 600-650 km range). It gave Taiwan the capability to strike
all relevant facilities on the coast between Hong Kong and Shanghai. In time, the range of the
HF-2E is to be increased to 1,500 kilometres. In 2019, news emerged of a more ambitious
Yun Feng missile design with a range of up to 2,000 kilometres. They are to be

complemented by US ATACMS tactical ballistic missiles.

Among the possible targets of Taiwan’s cruise and ballistic missiles in case of aggression are
seaports, airfields, command centres, fuel depots, storage facilities and railway lines in
mainland China. Another possible use may be counterbattery fire against PLA rocket artillery.
Nevertheless, there are numerous concerns. For example, is Taiwan able to procure in time
enough missiles to build credible deterrence or, in case of war, inflict significant losses to the
enemy? Further issues are the ability of Taiwan’s missiles to penetrate China’s missile
defence system and battlefield survivability. For the latter reason, mobile launchers were

considered the most optimal.
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The procurement of missiles is just half of the whole issue. To conduct a successful
retaliation, one needs to know where to strike. So a burning necessity becomes building an
effective ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance).
Reliance on information from allies and commercial systems like Starlink has its limitations.
Taiwan’s defence ministry has commissioned the development of a rocket designed to launch
microsatellites weighing 50-200 kilograms into low earth orbit. It might be an initial phase in
building own space-based ISTAR capabilities. Other options that may be attractive for
Taiwan are high altitude long, endurance UAVs and pseudosatelites. Same as by missiles, the
questions of sufficient time, resources allocated and political will may be critical for a

successful deployment of those systems.

In case of conflict, the cyber warfare will be implemented by the two technically advanced
societies at a previously unknown scale. This new domain of the battlefield is hidden in
secrecy. We know that both sides have the ability to wage intensive cyberwarfare, but its
course and effect on military operations and the functioning of states remain speculative.
Nevertheless, we know as the matter of fact that the PRC and its military pay much attention
to cyber capabilities seen not only as a tool of operations, but also as an enabler and amplifier

of other capabilities.
As Desai (2023) pointed out:

Over the years, the PLA has developed “system-breaking warfare” as a core theory of
guiding warfare (F2RHEZEEL tixi po ji zhan). This means paralysing and destroying the
enemy’s operations system. This is coupled with a new combat concept, “multi-domain
precision warfare”, which focuses on breaking through the enemy’s blind spots through the
“command, information, intelligence, surveillance” (C4ISR) system combined with big data
and artificial intelligence and launch precision strikes through joint operations ( Z £ /e &L,
duo yu jingque zhan). Military warfare theory and military technology are the two wheels
driving military modernisation for the effective implementation of “System-breaking warfare”

or “multi-domain precision warfare” in the future.

Own cyber capabilities become in such conditions crucial to defend own systems and thwart

the execution of opponent’s plans.
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2.6 Applying cognitive warfare

More complicated is counteracting cognitive warfare. It is especially complicated in
democratic societies like Taiwan, which are not subject to an elaborate control system. Basing
on Indian experiences Singh (2013, 40) identified four main methods: developing institutional
framework and responses; creating awareness of 3W techniques and developing standard
operating procedures (SOPs) for effects mitigation; focusing on flexible and sustainable
responses; and pre-empting attacks, taking into consideration shifts in the political and

military situation.

It is essential to move beyond the division between wartime and peacetime operations.
Supremacy in the information sphere depends on modern information technologies. The
collection and transmission of information is an integral part, but also the ability to degrade its

quality, whether by slowing down transmission or inserting false or inaccurate data.

It is also essential to bear in mind that China’s media and psychological warfare targets not
only officials and government functionaries at all levels — from government members to
ordinary officials, from generals to privates — but also society as a whole. Attacks target not
only the physical information infrastructure and the data that passes through it (the scope of
activities includes cyberattacks and the spread of fake news) but also the people who interact
with this data, especially decision-makers. Therefore, it is crucial to sensitise telecoms and
social media (Singh 2013, 40) and build a relatively secure telecom infrastructure.

In the case of Taiwan, coordinated cooperation with the US in the information domain would
be no less important than intelligence, military and economic support. During the conflict, a
crucial issue would be denying China any occasion to overtake narration on ongoing events.
Nonetheless, building a positive image of Taiwan in Europe and other countries labelled as
the Free World before any war occurs is equally important. Gaining the sympathy of the
European media and public opinion will enable them to exert pressure on governments to take
action. Gaining new allies will also be very important for Taiwanese morale. The Tsali
administration is working to capitalise the growing Western concern with the politics of
autocratic powers (Oswald 2022). A visible sign of success in this field may be a larger

number of parliamentary delegations from the US and the EU visiting Taiwan.
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2.7 Taiwan: too important to be left alone?

Another trump card for Taiwan could be its status as the global leader in the production of
semiconductors (Arcuri and Lu 2022). This fact can be used to encourage governments of
developed countries to offer measurable support in the already mentioned four crucial areas:
economy, intelligence, military and technology. Yet the same advantage might be a
disadvantage. Facing a shortage of semiconductors in 2021/2022 — which would only deepen
during a contingency, be it blockade or war,- the US, Japan and European countries launched
programs aiming to rebuild their own production capabilities. One of the methods is luring

Taiwanese companies to build foundries and research facilities.

It is an attractive solution for companies, enabling protection of at least part of assets in case
of crisis. However, it undermines Taiwan’s position in semiconductors as a crucial country.
Under such circumstances, in the mid-to-long-term perspective, importance of the Islands as a

producer and, thus, the political leverage, will wane.

Taiwan’s role as a hub for semiconductors production diminishes for China as well. Beijing
considers correctly that a dependence in this field is a weakness. Hence the efforts in building
own capabilities. The PRC already has numerous achievements, often spurred by US
sanctions. Nevertheless, it is probable that in long-term US sanctions efforts implemented in
October 2022 would effectively slow down Chinese progress. In case of escalating conflict,
Beijing may consider the attack on Taiwan as a way to cut off the US and the West from

semiconductors and cripple their economies.

2.8 Regional impact of the conflict

The US sticks to the policy of “strategic ambiguity”, considered a form of deterrence against
China®. However, some scenarios of invasion take into account Chinese pre-emptive strikes

against American forces in the Western Pacific. This possibility includes not only Guam but

® Nevertheless, it should be remembered that “strategic ambiguity” has equally to deter Taipei from
taking any bolder moves, like declaring independence as Taiwan and thus provoking the PRC.
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also installations in Japan and — rarely mentioned — in South Korea®. Moreover, if Chinese

missile and cyberattacks affect non-US infrastructure, it can quickly lead to escalation.

Furthermore, the 2021 White Paper “Defense of Japan” has made it clear that the security of
the country is directly linked to the security of Taiwan. The PRC was identified as Japan’s
most significant security challenge and threat, ahead even of North Korea. Such a perspective
has been repeated in the 2022 National Security Strategy. The direct reference to Taiwan and
the high profile given to the Islands’ security is new but not surprising. As early as March
2021, Tokyo reported that Defence Minister Nobuo Kishi and US Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin had agreed to make the cooperation even closer between the two countries in the event

of an invasion of Taiwan by China.

Of course, it is unclear if Japan would take direct military action even under attack. For
Tokyo, a preferable choice is always delivering defensive and logistic support to US forces.
South Korea, until now, has not addressed the Taiwan issue officially. However, under
President Yoon Suk-yeol, a more assertive policy towards China and closer cooperation with

the US and Japan has been introduced.

Given tense relations with Beijing, a potential partner for Taiwan can be Australia, which has
started to build an ever-closer alliance with Washington. Given the surprisingly strong
Australian economic and military help for Ukraine, support for Taiwan is even more probable.
Other countries coming into play are primarily the UK and France, which are increasingly
sceptical of China and expand their military presence in the Indo-Pacific region. Other
potential European partners include the Netherlands and Germany, which published their own
respective Indo-Pacific strategies. However, given their limited power projection capabilities,
they should not be counted on too much. The same applies to other European states; their
security interests focus on Europe and its direct neighbourhood. Furthermore, the US press

European allies to concentrate on Russia.

Until recently, the mood regarding the war against China was pessimistic in the US military.
However, General Clint Hinote, US Air Force deputy chief of staff for strategy, argued that
the successful defence of Taiwan would be possible first in the year 2030 (Insinna 2021).

Basing on the series of war games, Hinote pointed out that China could be defeated in its

? Strangely enough South Korea often is missing from equations. The US bases on the Peninsula in
case of military clashes can be as much useful as bases in Japan, offering crucial support for air and
naval operations in the East China Sea.
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backyard, but the US have to be prepared for heavy losses, with the Chinese losses being even
heavier. Hinote raises an important question: how many casualties are the Americans prepared
to sustain? At the same time, he indicated that the aim is to create the situation in which
decision-makers in Beijing conclude that it is not beneficial to start hostilities due to the poor

chances of success. And thus, in the final analysis, no one will die.

On the other hand, the Chinese leadership has the same calculations — create a situation in
which US decision-makers come to the conclusion that Taiwan is in a hopeless situation and

attempt to stop the PRC is futile.

However, not everyone has been so pessimistic. Hsieh Pei-hsueh of the Institute for National
Defense and Security Research (INSDR) argues that the defence of Taiwan can actually be
done now, and only the support of the reorganised US Marine Corps would be needed. Hsieh
is far from being over-optimistic; he is clear that repelling an invasion does not mean winning
the war. Nevertheless, the example of Ukraine has given not only hope and courage but, more
importantly, valuable lessons on modern warfare and, most probably, a headache to the
Chinese leadership.

2.9 It is the society who fights

Finally, an important lesson from the war for Taiwan is the need to create a robust reserves
and mobilisation system. In December 2022, President Tsai Ing-wen and her administration
decided to re-extend conscription from four months to one year and increase conscripts’
salaries. Furthermore, the military would be divided into four tiers with clearly divided tasks.
The core of the army is to remain the volunteer professional “main combat force” designed to
perform the main missions of peacetime security and offensive operations during the war.
“Garrison forces” made up of conscripts are to be responsible for national defence, including
the protection of key installations and facilities. The civil defence system is to be the last line
of defence, although its tasks have not yet been made clear. The last tier would be the reserve
system (Everington 2022).

However, with extended military service, Taiwan faces similar problems to Russia. After
years of personnel reductions and budget cuts, the military has neither enough training

facilities nor enough officers and non-commissioned officers (NCOs) to support re-extended
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military service. As a result, the whole training system for conscripts and reservists has to be
reorganised throughout to perform the foreseen tasks. However, critics point out that until
now, the Tsai administration more talked about it than took serious actions (Hong 2022).

Nonetheless, the main problem of Taiwan’s defence is the huge disproportion of forces
against the PRC. An attempt to respond to this challenge was the “Overall Defense Concept”
introduced in 2017 by the then Chief of the General Staff, admiral Lee Hsi-ming. The doctrine
put much emphasis on asymmetric operations, many small, mobile and inexpensive weapons
that could survive PLAN’s initial attacks, especially long-range missiles and combat aircraft.
In this group were drones, naval mines, mobile anti-ship cruise missiles launchers, fast attack
crafts, more drones, portable anti-aircraft and anti-tank systems, electronic warfare systems

and, once again, more drones.

The “Overall Defense Concept” aims to survive the first strike and endure until the arrival of
the US troops. Lee labelled legacy platforms, such as tanks, submarines and aircraft, as
generating high costs, resulting in a lack of funds to purchase cheaper systems that could
otherwise be fielded in large numbers. Other unconventional ideas were portable ski-jumps
for V/STOL aircraft, employment of modern equivalent of Q-ships, or already mentioned
offshore wind farms as anti-landing obstacles (Lee and Lee 2020). This asymmetrical

approach gained applause from the Pentagon and the US think-tank community.

However, after Lee retired in 2019, implementation of the “Overall Defense Concept” slowed
much down. Lee is still calling for a revolution in the armed forces, which is never well
received. The establishment in Taiwan’s defence ministry and military has been wary of such
voices over the years. On the one hand, the concept of asymmetric deterrence and drones have
been developed, while on the other, there is a large investment in very expensive projects of
an indigenous submarine program, the modernisation of F-16 fighters and the purchase of
M1A2 Abrams main battle tanks.

Such policy causes intensive debates between Taiwan and the US. However, there are reasons
for Taipei to invest in legacy platforms, especially aircraft and naval. Irrespective of the real
risk of invasion, there is an issue of Chinese intrusions across the median line in the Taiwan
Strait. Here the PRC is testing how far it can go. The only way to check and intercept such

intrusion and showing by this own resolve is to employ fighter aircraft and warships.
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3. Conclusion

The Russian invasion of Ukraine raised international tension to the level unseen since the end
of the Cold War. According to CIA Director William Burns, Russian setbacks in the war
against Ukraine may sobered Xi Jinping in his pursuit to “reunify”” Taiwan with Mainland, by
force if necessary. Nonetheless, the PLA has been ordered to be ready to conduct an invasion
by 2027. Contrary to numerous Pentagon officials, Burns emphasised that it does not mean
China will start a war in 2027 (Martina and Brunnstrom 2023). Moreover, it does not mean
either that the military will also be ready to execute an invasion order by that date.

Nevertheless, it would be unwise to underestimate Xi’s ambitions.

Setbacks in the introduction of the “Overall Defense Concept” shows that Taiwan’s military
may have problems with the implementation of lessons from the war in Ukraine as well. Thus
any analysis should avoid the schema in which Russian failures apply only to China, while
Ukrainian successes only to Taiwan. Both sides of a potential conflict are learning. Another

issue is the institutional ability to properly asses and implement lessons.

The PLA has put much effort into preparations for “reunification” and confrontation against
the US and its allies for years. However, the spectacular crash of Putin’s initial plan gave
Taiwan a golden opportunity to reassess own strengths and weaknesses and better prepare for

an eventual contingency. Such an opportunity sould not be wasted.
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In April 2021, the 30 years of establishing diplomatic relations between the Republic of Korea
(ROK) and Albania was officially organized in the South Korean embassy in Athens'?, the
capital of Greece. The localization of these official festivities perfectly pictured the nature of
the relations between these two countries: They know each other, but as of 2021, not enough
to continue together. Albania, with a population of 2.8 million inhabitants, is not a target
market for South Korean brands, which are gaining important market shares in CEE™ (Central

and Eastern European) countries.

From the official perspective, Albania has nho ROK embassy despite establishing bilateral
diplomatic relations on 22 August 1991. Regarding its South Korean counterpart, the
ambassador resides in Athens. According to Albania’s foreign affairs ministry, no embassies
or Albanian consulates exist in ROK'. In difference from the majority of CEE countries,
there is also no South Korean cultural centre in Albania, and the majority of the South Korean

interests in Albania go with the presence of South Korean clergy members.

The Albanian population and the confusion between Chinese and Korean people

From a historical perspective, Korea-Albania relations existed in the past; however, they were
focused exclusively on North Korea until the collapse of communism in Albania in 1991.
Diplomatic relations between Albania and North Korea were established on 28 November
1948, one and a half months after the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) was
proclaimed. The communist governments of the Albanian dictator Enver Hoxha and Kim 11-
sung were often compared for their similarities in their diplomatic isolation and Stalinist-style
regimes. Albania and North Korea also rejected the destalinization initiated by Nikita
Khrushchev in 1956. Relations were so closed between Tirana and Pyongyang that both
countries maintained bilateral embassies until the 1990s. DPRK was one of the few Asian

countries with which Albania maintained ties.

Nevertheless, until 1991, a major part of Albanian relations with Asia was focused on China.
This country was the main and probably the only one which ensured the viability of the

communist regime in South-East Europe (as China is doing in the case of North Korea.)

10 https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20210415189200109 [access: 24.12.2023]

" https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Business/view?articleld=137636 [access: 24.12.2023]

12 https://punetejashtme.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Lista-KN-per-web28.03.2022.pdf [access:
24.12.2023]
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Unfortunately, the presence of China and its representatives in Albania is not favourably
connotated by the Albanian population. To some extent, Chinese faces are considered suspect
in Albania. For this reason, the physical look of the 106 ROK citizens registered in Albania™
can be confused with Chinese people and jeopardize positive connotations of the Korean
nation. South Korean initiatives may promote the improvement of the image of South Korea
in Albania. Seoul perfectly knows how to do it. Korean culture is penetrating into other CEE
countries, so why not Albania? A viable partner would be the Korean Federation of Balkans,

such as the Kimchi festival, which also took place in Tirana.

Economy as the main driver of relations between Tirana and Seoul

Based on the strong argument that South Korea’s economy ranked as the tenth-largest
economy in the world, Tirana shall promote South Korean investments. The economic
exchange between both countries is still symbolic compared to the trade of South Korea with
other CEE countries. According to data provided by the ROK Ministry of Foreign Affairs*,
as of 2021, South Korea exported goods for a value of USD 34 million (automotive spare
parts and petrochemicals products) and imported from Albania mainly minerals, converters,
and fabric products for a value of USD 21.1 million. Due to the opacity of the Albanian
markets, some famous Korean brands, such as the automobile manufacturer Ssangyong, have
no representatives in this country. From a political perspective, Albanian delegations visit
South Korea but not regularly. For instance, Edi Rama, the mayor of Tirana, visited Seoul in
September 2002. Except for one additional delegation in November of the same year, the next
visit took place in May 2006 with Besnik Mustafaj, the Albanian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
coming to South Korea. On the other side, no high levels visits took place from the South
Korean side. Curiously, ministerial talks between both countries also took place abroad in
Astana and New York®®. The placement of a South Korean ambassador to Albania mixed with
high involvement with the Albanian — South Korean Friendship Parliamentary group may
change the deal. However, it requests a real interest in Korean affairs by Albanian politicians,
who are probably more interested in the Albanian candidature for EU membership.

 https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/nation/m 4902/view.do?seq=74 [access: 24.12.2023]
" Ibidem
 Ibidem
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As mentioned previously, there are also no Albanian representations in South Korea. The
main point of contact in Albania will remain Agron Papuli, the honorary consular for South
Korean citizens and one of the richest citizens of Albania. He is a businessman who has
previously been one of the sponsors of the football club KF Tirana. Papuli is the head of a
company distributing cars from various brands such as Hyundai and Mitsubishi. He may be

one of those who may improve relations between both countries.

Findings

The major challenge for South Korea is the fact that Albania is a small country with a limited
market for South Korean products. Albania is also not known enough by the South Korean
population. There is also a low number of ROK citizens in other Balkan countries. According
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of South Korea®, there are sixteen South Korean citizens
based in North Macedonia, thirty in Kosovo, and hundred thirty-six South Koreans in Serbia

as of 2022. South Korea also has no diplomatic relations with Kosovo.

Due to the bright position of South Korea in the economy of CEE countries, what could
Tirana do to increase the level of its relations with Seoul? First, overall, implementing no
costs measures. For instance, perhaps continuing their announcement in December 2022
concerning their abolishing policy toward Chinese citizens'” by providing visa-free travel to

South Koreans?

On the other side, as a part of their cultural policy, South Korean authorities could invite some
Albanians to study in South Korea. Maybe one of them would become the next ambassador of
the South-Eastern culture in Seoul, as Mikhal Ashminov, the Bulgarian-Polish cook, did

through his recognized owned restaurant in Seoul*®.

'8 https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/nation/m_4902/view.do?seq=118 [access: 24.12.2023]

Y Sinoruka Fjori, Albania Backs Scrapping Visas for Chinese in Snub to EU, BalkanInsight, 2022,
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/12/28/albania-backs-scrapping-visas-for-chinese-in-snub-to-eu/ [access:
24.12.2023]

¥ Levi Nicolas, The untapped potential for South Korean investment in Central and Eastern Europe, KoreaPro,
2023, https://koreapro.org/2023/01/the-untapped-potential-for-south-korean-investment-in-central-and-
eastern-europe/ [access: 24.12.2023]
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It is also worth mentioning that there are some specialists on Korean issues in Albania. Some
Albanian diplomats studied in Pyongyang, such as Kujtim Xhani*®, the former ambassador of
Albania to China. His knowledge of the Korean Peninsula and the Korean language may serve
as a springboard for the improvement of relations between both countries. The opening of an
Albanian representation in South Korea does not belong to a science-fiction scenario, as
Albania has embassies in China and Japan®. Apart from Agron Papuli, other useful
intermediaries are the South Korean Albanian Friendship group in the ROK Assembly or
maybe Yuri Kim, the current US ambassador to Albania, who is a South Korean national. It
must also be noted that Donald Yu®!, one of the previous American ambassadors, also has
Asian roots with Chinese heritage. In any case, some major shifts in the bilateral policy
between these countries would bring mutual benefits. In summarizing, taking into account the
context of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, South Korean companies may have an interest in
establishing their branches in Albania. It may be true, especially taking into account that
Albania is a potential candidate for EU membership and owns 300 kilometres of access to the
Mediterranean Sea, which through the port of Durrés may be used for South Korean

shipments.

Despite limited diplomatic relations, there are some meaningful South Korean investments
and initiatives in Albania which are worth to be mentioned. The first one is the investment

»22 \which entered Albania and invested

made by the Korean company “Yura Corporation
EUR 6.5 million in 2019 through the cable equipment industry for vehicles from brands such
as Kia or Hyundai. A second initiative is the development of the Korea Green Growth Trust
Fund under the umbrella of a partnership between the World Bank Group and the Republic of
Korea. It is a fund which focuses on innovative and sustainable growth strategies and
investments. The South Korean side has been implementing this project in Albania since

20212,

19Duong Van Quang, MFA Press Statement - Presentation of Credentials, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore,
2003, https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2003/09/MFA-Press-
Statement---Presentation-of-Credentials [access: 24.12.2023]

2% https://punetejashtme.gov.al/en/perfagesite-shqiptare-ne-bote/ [access: 24.12.2023]

! Hindustan Times, Who is Donald Lu — US diplomat who allegedly ‘threatened’ Imran Khan?, 2022,
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/who-is-donald-lu-us-diplomat-who-allegedly-threatened-imran-
khan-101649048944947.html [access: 24.12.2023]

*’Revista Monitor, Kompania koreane “Yura Corporation” hyn né Shqipéri, investim 6.5 min euro, do prodhojé
pajisje kabllore pér automjete, 2019, https://www.monitor.al/kompania-koreane-yura-corporation-hyn-ne-
shqiperi-investim-6-5-mln-euro-do-prodhoje-pajisje-kabllore-per-automjete/ [access: 24.12.2023]

% https://www.wbgkggtf.org/sites/kggtf/files/publications/KGGTF_AR_2020_final%20(002).pdf
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Relations between South Korea and Albania cannot be compared to relations between this
Asia country and other neighbouring South-Eastern European countries. For example, South
Korea has an official presence in Croatia and Serbia through its embassies. The embassy in
Zagreb will play a meaningful role in the future of relations between South Korea and . When
it comes to Serbia, the presence of South Korean ventures can be clearly noticed, for instance,
such as the launch of the construction of the Kyungshin Cable factory in 2020. Serbian
authorities also consider ROK as one of its main partners®. These two European countries

also have respective embassies in Seoul.

In the context of the Ukrainian War, the Presence of South Korean investments in Albania
may be protected by several initiatives. First overall, at difference to Ukraine, Albania has
been a member of NATO since 2009, which shall guarantee its safety. Regarding the EU,
Albania applied for EU membership in April 2009 and was granted EU candidate status in
June 2014. There are no major improvements concerning this process; however, if Albania
finally joins the EU, it will become part of the Free Trade Agreement between the EU and
South Korea, which entered into force in December 2015. Finally, as mentioned by Lucas
Nam, the head of the branch of Yura Corporation in Albania, the country has some significant
advantages, such as low production costs and improved political stability. The bilateral
convention regarding the protection of mutual investments may also drive south Korean
investments in Albania. From a broader perspective, Albania has a good localization in
Europe, being close to Western markets such as Italy (around 220 kilometres by sea) and
having a common land border with Greece. In other words, Albania may become a
manufacturer and supply chain localization but, in any case, due to the low purchasing power
of the Albanian population, a market for expensive new South Korean products.

** https://www.minrzs.gov.rs/sr/aktuelnosti/vesti/juzna-koreja-jedan-od-najznacajnijih-partnera-srbije
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Dr Magdalena Sobanska-Cwalina: Panie Profesorze, czy rozwdéj biogazowni w Polsce w
dluzszym okresie moglby poméc w niwelowaniu negatywnych konsekwencji kryzysu

nawozowego i energetycznego w Polsce?

Prof. dr hab. Aleksander Lisowski: Zintensyfikowanie rozwoju biogazowni w Polsce jest
nieodzowne i te sugestie ze strony naukowcow i specjalistow od wielu lat sa aktualne, a
obecnie, w okresie gwattownego zawirowania na §wiatowym rynku paliw, nieodzowne staje
si¢ przyspieszenie tego rozwoju. Od ponad dekady znane jest hasto: biogazownia w kazdej
gminie. W Polsce jest 2489 gmin, a wszystkich biogazowni okoto 300. O gcznej mocy 245
MWe (moce energii elektrycznej), w tym biogazowni rolniczych 128 o tacznej mocy 125
MWe. Moc z biogazowni stanowi tylko 2,6% udzialu w polskim systemie OZE wynoszacym
9474 MWe. A wykorzystanie mocy z biogazowni w catym krajowym sektorze
elektroenergetycznym (ponad 50 GWe) jest tylko matym utamkiem (0,5%). Polska ma
ogromny potencjal rozwoju sektora biogazu. Wynika to z porownania 9300 biogazowni w
Niemczech o catkowitej mocy 6,2 GWe, co stanowi okoto 3% niemieckiej produkcji energii
elektrycznej i okoto 5% dostaw energii elektrycznej z OZE. W Polsce powierzchnia uzytkow
rolnych 14,4 mln ha stanowi 87% powierzchni UR w Niemczech. Niemiecki rzad nadal
wspiera rozw0j biogazowni w Niemczach tak, aby w 2030 roku osiggna¢ moc 8,4 GWe. Z
tego wynika, ze w Polsce §rednia moc biogazowni jest wigksza niz w Niemczech 1 wynosi
odpowiednio 820 kWe i 670 kWe, ale wczesniejsze instalacje w Niemczech miaty potowe tej

mocy.

Dziatania w Polsce powinny by¢ ukierunkowane na wsparcie rozwoju naszych biogazowni,

gdyz to ewidentnie bedzie niwelowaé negatywne konsekwencje kryzysu nawozowego i
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energetycznego. Kazdy kierunek wsparcia OZE jest i bedzie korzystny, ze wzgledu na
odnawialng ceche tych zrddel oraz rozproszenie systemu elektroenergetycznego, co jest
dodatkowym, istotnym czynnikiem bezpieczenstwa energetycznego. Uszkodzenie lub
zniszczenie pojedynczej biogazowni o mocy 1 MWe skutkuje mniejszymi problemami

lokalnymi, a nie regionalnymi jak w przypadku bloku energetycznego o mocy 200 MWe.

Nalezy podkresli¢, ze biogazownie pozwalaja na skuteczng i bezpieczng utylizacj¢ odpadow z
przemystu rolno-spozywczego, przeterminowanej zywnosci, obornika i gnojowicy. Odchody
zwierzece sg zrodlem emisji ucigzliwych gazow odorowych 1 cieplarnianych, ale tez
prowadza do skazenia gleb i wod w przypadku ich nieodpowiedniego wykorzystania jako
nawozu (np. nieodpowiednia dawka, nieodpowiedni termin nawozenia) lub niezachowania
odpowiednich warunkow przechowywania. Gnojowica jest substratem rozcienczajacym,
inokulujacym i buforujacym. W Polsce powstaje rocznie 90 min ton obornika, gnojowicy oraz
pomiotu, ktére wymagaja wlasciwego zagospodarowania. Obecnie wszystkie biogazownie
rolnicze w Polsce wykorzystuja tylko 4,9 min ton surowcéw - w tym ro$liny, glownie
kukurydzg. W Polsce mamy okoto 700 tys. ha, ktore byly do niedawna uzytkowane rolniczo,
a obecnie pozostaja nieuzywane. To sa potencjalne Zrddla substratow, ktoére powinny by¢
przefermentowane w biogazowniach rolniczych. Coraz cze¢Sciej chow zwierzat, trzody
chlewnej, bydta, odbywa si¢ w duzych gospodarstwach rolnych i wytwarzany obornik i
gnojowica sg znakomitymi substratami, ktorych przefermentowanie beztlenowe w szczelnych
zbiornikach biogazowni znakomicie sprzyja poprawie Srodowiska naturalnego, zmniejsza

ulatnianie si¢ metanu i dwutlenku wegla — czyli gazow cieplarnianych.

W wyniku fermentacji anaerobowej powstaje biogaz z 60% udziatlem metanu. Biogaz jest
najczesciej spalany w silnikach kogeneracyjnych w celu wytworzenia energii elektrycznej i
ciepta, ktorego, pod wzgledem energetycznym jest wiecej niz mocy W energii elektrycznej.
Wytworzona energia elektryczna jest najczesciej kierowana do sieci elektroenergetyczne;.
Cieplo jest czeSciowo wykorzystane do celow wewnetrznych procesu fermentacyjnego, aby
utrzymaé temperature procesu 37°C +2°C a takze coraz czesciej jest ttoczone do sieci
cieplnej, do ogrzewania domow i dostarczania cieptej wody uzytkowej. Dzigki temu,
ogrzewanie doméw jest tansze o 40%, bez emisji spalin z wegla, popiotu, z zachowaniem

czystego powietrza dla spotecznosci lokalne;j.

Trzecim cennym strumieniem jest pozostalo$¢ pofermentacyjna, ktora jest warto§ciowym,

naturalnym nawozem, o dobrym udziale azotu w przyswajalnej formie amonowej przez
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ro$liny. W gnojowic azot w takiej formie ma udziat 20%, a w pozostatos$ci pofermentacyjnej
80%. Rolnicy dostarczajacy substraty do biogazowni majg zapewnione stale i pewne dochody
oraz aplikuja pozostalo§¢ pofermentacyjng na pola, zmniejszajac w ten sposob udziat
nawozOw mineralnych. Przy jesiennym zastosowaniu pozostatosci pofermentacyjnej w ilosci
40-60 m*/ha pod pszenice lub kukurydz¢ nie ma potrzeby stosowania nazwozenia
mineralnego. Jedynie wiosng potrzebne jest zbilansowanie NPK. Nawozenie pozostatoscia
pofermentacyjna poprawia jako$¢ gleby, prochnice, zwicksza ilo§¢ mikroorganizmow, w tym
dzdzownic, ktore poprawiaja wlasciwosci gleb, pomagaja napowietrzy¢ glebe 1 ich
urodzajnos¢. Plony po zastosowaniu pozostatosci pofermentacyjne zwickszaja si¢ o
kilkanascie procent. Pozostato§¢ pofermentacyjna moze by¢ bezposrednio rozlewana na
Scierniska pol — za pomoca zwyktych rozlewaczy do gnojowicy i nastgpnie mieszana z gleba
za pomocg bron talerzowych lub agregatow-uprawowych badz lepiej z wykorzystaniem
aplikatorow doglebowych. Pozostalo$¢ pofermentacyjna moze by¢ suszona i w takiej formie
organicznej lub po zmieszaniu z nawozami mineralnymi jako nawdz organiczno-mineralny
jest bardzo ceniony przez rolnikow i dziatkowcoéw nawozem. Opisana konwersja biomasy w
biogazowniach na cele energetyczne i nawozowe oraz zalety tej konwersji oraz potencjat
substratow wykorzystywanych w fermentacji anaerobowej wskazuja na potrzebg rozwoju
biogazowni w Polsce. W dluzszym okresie biogazownie moglyby pomoc w niwelowaniu

negatywnych konsekwencji kryzysu nawozowego i energetycznego w Polsce.

Czy da si¢ oszacowaé, na ile biogazownie moglyby nam poméc w zapewnieniu
bezpieczenstwa gazowego, nie powodujgc spadku produkeji Zywnosci (stary argument
przeciwnikow biogazowni: rolnicy, zamiast produkowaé¢ zywnos$¢ moga przekierowaé

swoje ograniczone zasoby na produkcje¢ biogazu/biodiesela)?

Z dotychczasowych analiz wynika, Ze na cele energetyczne mozna przeznaczy¢ do 4%
uzytkéw rolnych, bez ujemnych skutkow dla sektora zywnosciowego. Dla Polski to jest okoto
500 tys. ha. Podstawowymi substratami w biogazowniach rolniczych sg obornik i gnojowica,
ale produkcja biogazu z tych substratow jest mata i dlatego stosuje si¢ mieszaning, dodajac do
tych naturalnych substratow kiszonke z kukurydzy lub innych ros$lin zielonych. Nie jestem
zwolennikiem wykorzystania paszy, czyli kiszonki z kukurydzy, do produkcji biogazu, ale
biorac pod uwage 700 tys. ha niezagospodarowanych gleb w Polsce, to cz¢s¢ (nie na

wszystkich odtogach mozna uprawia¢ rosliny, ktoére zapewnityby optacalne plony) tej
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powierzchni moglaby 1 powinna by¢ zagospodarowana. Uwazam, ze zwierzeta powinny zjes¢
kukurydze jako paszg, a dopiero po jej wykorzystaniu do produkcji mleka lub przyrostu
zywca mozna (a nawet nalezy) przeznaczy¢ obornik i gnojowice do produkcji biogazu. Przy
wickszym wykorzystaniu kukurydzy lub innych ro$lin do produkcji biogazu lub
wykorzystaniu rzepaku do produkcji biodiesla istnieje ryzyko zachwiania na rynku cen
kukurydzy lub nasion rzepaku. Takie sytuacje juz odnotowano, ale biogazownie tez prowadza
rachunek ekonomiczny i nie mogg placi¢ rolnikom zbyt wysokich cen za kukurydze, gdyz ich
produkcja stanie si¢ nieoplacalna. Po przejsciowych okresach turbulencji sytuacja rynkowa

najczesciej si¢ normalizuje.

Z przytoczonych dostgpnych substratow i przy zatozeniu, ze tylko potowa z nich moze by¢
wykorzystana, wynika, ze w Polsce mozna zbudowa¢ duzo wigcej biogazowni niz liczba
gmin. Nie odbegdzie si¢ to jednak szybko. To nalezy roztozy¢ na kilkadziesiat lat. Ponadto
liczba biogazowni bedzie zalezata od polityki wsparcia i regulacji prawnych. Mozna
zwigkszy¢ wsparcie dla biogazowni, w ktorych uzywa si¢ co najmniej 70% obornika i
gnojowicy z chowu trzody chlewnej i bydta. Szybki rozw6j nowych technologii i materiatow
do wytwarzania zbiornikow fermentacyjnych moze by¢ czynnikiem sprzyjajacym i
pozwalajacym na inwestycji w nowoczesne biogazownie, ktore po cyklu zycia nie beda
nastrecza¢ klopotéw z ich utylizacja, co aktualnie stanowi potencjalnie spore zagrozenia dla
srodowiska naturalnego. Jak wykorzysta¢ bowiem zelbeton, z ktorego sa wykonane Sciany
zbiornikdw fermentacyjnych. Zatasowanie stali lub innych materiatléw, ktére moglyby by¢

powtdrnie wykorzystane sg lepszym rozwigzaniem.

W odniesieniu do samego biogazu nalezy podkresli¢, ze moze by¢ on oczyszczony, glownie z
CO; i ewentualnie ze zwigzkow siarki do czystego metanu, zwanego w tym wypadku
biometanem, ktorego warto$¢ opatowa i zastosowanie sg porOwnywalne z gazem ziemnym.
W 2021 roku w instalacjach biogazowni rolniczych wytworzono 513 min m® biogazu, z
ktérego mozna byloby wyprodukowaé okoto 310 mln m> biometanu. W Polsce nie ma jednak
zadnej instalacji biometanowej. W UE jest okoto 18 tys. biogazowni (o tacznej mocy 11 GW)
1 750 instalacji biometanowych. Liderem sg Niemcy, ale instalacje biometanowe rozwijaja si¢
rowniez we Francji, Wloszech, Szwajcarii, Szwecji, Danii. Cenng cechg biometanu jest jego
mozliwo$¢ magazynowania lub ttoczenia do sieci gazowej, zamiast gazu ziemnego. Biometan
mozna spreza¢ tak jak sprezony gaz ziemny (CNG) i1 wykorzystywa¢ jako paliwo
transportowe lub skrapla¢, tak jak gaz ziemny w cieklym stanie (LNG), ktory moze by¢
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przetransportowany na wigksze odlegtosci 1 wykorzystany, podobnie jak gaz ziemny, do

produkcji energii elektrycznej, ciepta, w przemysle lub w transporcie.

Co konkretnie nalezaloby w Polsce zrobi¢ aby system biogazowni mogl sie szybko

rozwijacé?

W Polsce branza biogazowni walczy o zniesienie barier rynkowych, prawnych i finansowych,
zwigzanymi z mozliwos$ciami przytaczania nowych biogazowni do sieci elektroenergetyczne;.
Potrzebne sg pewne regulacje prawne, obowigzujace w dluzszym okresie, aby zmniejszy¢
ryzyko inwestorow. Ryzyko zawsze istnieje, ale jest ono zidentyfikowane i1 nalez je
koniecznie ograniczy¢. Inwestycja w biogazowni¢ to jest proces, ktory wymaga
wczesniejszego zaplanowania i wiedzy o warunkach realizacji. Nie mozna dziata¢ doraznie,
jesli inwestycja w biogazowni¢ o mocy 1 MWe wynosi okoto 20 mln zt. Przy takiej skali

kosztéw konieczne jest rowniez wsparcie finansowe, odpowiednia polityka kredytowa.

Powaznym problemem jest akceptacja planowanej biogazowni przez spoteczno$¢ lokalna.
Wiele inwestycji nie doszlo do skutku tylko z powodu zlej informacji i negatywnego PR
wséréd mieszkancéw gmin, gdzie biogazownia miata powstac. Potrzebne s3a rzetelne
informacje, edukacja, wyjazdy do biogazowni dobrze funkcjonujacych, aby przedstawiciele
lokalnej spotecznosci mogli si¢ naocznie przekonaé, ze biogazownie nie pogarszaja jakosci
zycia 1 nie generujg dodatkowych odorow — gdyz nawet nie moga, ze wzgledu na potrzebe
utrzymania szczelnos$ci zbiornikdw fermentacyjnych, z ktéry biogaz nie moze by¢ tracony do
atmosfery. Jesli biogazownia powstaje przy istniejacej fermie, w ktorej chowa si¢ trzodg lub
bydlo, to odoréw bedzie mniej przy produkcji biogazu. Wynika to z technologii wytwarzania
biogazu. Obornik 1 gnojowica s3 natychmiast kierowane do biogazowni, bez ich
magazynowania w otwartych zbiornikach, z ktérych ulatnia si¢ nieprzyjemny zapach w

wyniku naturalnej fermentacji w pryzmie obornika lub w zbiorniku gnojowicy.

Bezposrednia rozmowa z mieszkancami sasiadujagcymi z biogazownig jest dobrym
rozwigzaniem. Podczas takich rozmow przedstawiciele otrzymuja cenne uwagi o korzysciach
zwigzanych ze zmniejszenia kosztow ogrzewania doméw, braku spalin z kominow, czystego
powietrza, a od wojtow o wplywie podatkow do gminy z tytutu istniejacej biogazowni i

mozliwo$ci finansowania z tych podatkdw waznych inicjatyw na rzecz mieszkancéw gminy.
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Rozmowy przedsiebiorcy z wojtem lub prezydentem i spotkania na sesji rady odpowiedniego

szczebla sg rowniez wazne, gdyz budujg odpowiednie, pozytywne relacje.

Na ile rozwodj biogazowni pomoglby w rozwigzywaniu problemu zagospodarowania

odpadow organicznych w Polsce?

Wykorzystanie odpadow organicznych, jako pozostalosci z przemystu rolno-spozywczego,
owocoOw, warzyw, wywaru gorzelniczego, miota, wystodkéw buraczanych, pulpy
ziemniaczanej, wyttokow z owocow, pestek z jablek, odpadow komunalnych organicznych,
resztek paszy z czyszczenia korytarzy paszowych jest cenne i stanowi warto$ciowy substrat
do produkcji biogazu rolniczego. Tego typu substraty organiczne cechuje duza szybko$¢

rozktadu przez bakterie beztlenowe i duza wydajno$¢ produkcji biogazu.

Odpady poubojowe takie jak osady poflotacyjne z rzezni, zawarto$¢ zotadkow bydta,
odseparowana tkana tluszczowa i odpady z zakladow migsnych musza by¢ zbierane
oddzielnie i utylizowane badz unieszkodliwiane w $cisle okreslony sposob. W przypadku
mieszania odpadéw mieszanka jest zaliczana do kategorii sktadnika o wigkszym stopniu
ryzyka. Tego typu odpady musza przechodzi¢ wstgpna obrobke termiczng z zachowaniem
dodatkowych warunkoéw 1 dopiero wowczas moga by¢ skierowane do procesu fermentacji

anaerobowej. Tluszcze sg bardzo wydajnym substratem w produkcji biogazu.

W szerszym zastosowaniu odpady komunalne sg przetwarzane w biogazowniach przy
oczyszczalniach $Sciekow. Do tej grupy odpadéw mozna dotaczy¢ odpady z restauracji i
zakladow zbiorowego Zywienia. Przetwarzanie odpadow w fermentacji anaerobowej jest
niezmiernie cenne i wartosciowe, gdyz oprocz bezposredniej korzysci z produkcji biogazu,
istnieje natychmiastowa mozliwos¢ usunigcia odpadéw ze Srodowiska, zmniejszajac tym

samym ucigzliwos$ci z tym procesem zwiazane.

Komunalne odpady, magazynowane na wysypiskach $mieci, rowniez moga by¢
wykorzystywane do produkcji biogazu. W Polsce jest kilkanascie takich instalacji na duzych
wysypiskach $mieci, ktorych jest okoto 100. Na istniejagcych wysypiskach $mieci robi si¢
odwierty 1 instaluje pionowe rury perforowane o duzej $rednicy oraz przewody, ktorymi
biogaz jest kierowany do systemu oczyszczajacego 1 spalany w silnikach kogeneracyjnych.

Biogaz z wysypiska jest produkowany przez ponad 30 lat i w tym czasie zewng¢trzna hatda, o

59



dobrze wyliczonej wysokosci, przykryta grubag warstwa ziemi, zapada si¢, zréwnujac si¢ z

poziomem otoczenia. Pozostaje teren, ktory moze by¢ wykorzystany rolniczo.

Rozwoj biogazowni z pewno$cig pomdgtby w rozwigzywaniu problemu zagospodarowania
odpadéw organicznych w Polsce, ktére w dalszym ciggu sa w duzym stopniu sktadowane. W
2020 roku zebrano 13,1 min ton odpadéw komunalnych, z ktorych az 40% sktadowano, a
tylko 12% przetworzono w procesach biologicznych; kompostowanie, fermentacja. Produkcja
biogazu stanowi dobry przyktad gospodarki bezodpadowej o obiegu zamknigtym, ktora
znaczaco zmniejsza zanieczyszczenie srodowiska 1 racjonalnie zwicksza zagospodarowanie
odpadow organicznych. To ma i bedzie mialo znaczacy wplyw na zlagodzenie efektu

cieplarnianego.

Od jakich panstw powinniSmy czerpa¢ wzorce w zakresie rozwoju biogazowni i

dlaczego?

Rynek instalacji biogazowych na §wiecie jest szczeg6Olnie rozwinigty w Stanach
Zjednoczonych, gdzie biometan wykorzystywany jest przede wszystkim do produkcji energii
energetycznej. Potega produkcji bioenergii sg rowniez Chiny, gdzie gldwng ideg istniejacych
instalacji jest produkcja ciepla. W Europie Zachodniej pod wzgledem liczby instalacji
przoduja Niemcy, ale rynek biogazu rozwija si¢ z powodzeniem takze we Wtoszech,
Szwajcarii, Francji, Czechach, Austrii oraz Wielkiej Brytanii, co jest mozliwe dzigki

prowadzonej tam proekologicznej gospodarce.

Polska znajduje si¢ w umiarkowanej strefie klimatycznej i powinnisSmy si¢ wzorowac na
rozwigzaniach technicznych 1 technologicznych jakie sg stosowane u naszych sagsiadow, a

zwlaszcza w Niemczech. Niemcy majg najwigksze do§wiadczenie, wiedze 1 umiejetnosci.

Pionierem w produkcji biogazu byta Dania, ktorg dotknat znaczaco kryzys energetyczny z
1973 roku, gdyz Dania nie dysponuje ztozami wegla kamiennego. Na przykladzie Danii
mozemy si¢ uczy¢ podejscia wspolnotowego (10-20 osob), gdyz okoliczni rolnicy dostarczajg
surowce do wigksze] biogazowni 1 odbieraja pozostalo§¢ pofermentacyjng. Waznym
elementem sektora biogazowego w Danii bylo przyjecie w 2012 roku ustawy Porozumienie
energetyczne wprowadzajacej mechanizm wsparcia w postaci taryf feed-in, aby sprawniej

przytaczac si¢ do sieci gazowej. Dania wprowadzita tez cel wykorzystania 50% gnojowicy od
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trzody chlewnej 1 bydta do produkcji biogazu. Od 2018 Dania zaczg¢ta przeznacza¢ 32 min
euro na rok na rozwoj biogazu oraz doskonalenie proceséw jego uzycia w transporcie i

przemysle.

Rozw¢j biogazowni bedzie S$cisle zwigzany z przepisami i1 regulacjami. Tak jest w
Niemczech, gdzie wprowadzono rowniez ustawe obejmujacag taryfy typu feed-in, dtuzsze
perspektywy finansowania dla istniejacych jednostek (do 2030), pakiet wspomagajacy rozwoj

energetyki biogazowej oraz przepisy uelastyczniajace dotychczasowe regulacje.

Warto monitorowa¢ roézne rozwigzania w sasiednich krajach, aby wycigga¢ wnioski jak
zmiana regulacji wsparcia wptywa na zachowanie si¢ graczy na runku. Profesjonalisci,
dziatajacy w wickszej skali beda zawsze lepiej zachowywaé si¢ 1 odnajdowaé w
skomplikowanym gaszczu administracyjnym niz zwykli rolnicy, ktérzy maja mniejsze

instalacje, w tym mikroinstalacje.

W sektorze biogazowni zaczynaja wlasnie odgrywaé role mikroinstalacje, ktorych na
poczatku 2022 roku byto 32 o tacznej mocy 819,6 kWe i1 $redniej moc pojedynczej
mikroinstalcji 25,6 kWe.

Serdecznie dzi¢kuje¢ za cenny glos Pana Profesora w dyskusji na temat rozwoju branzy
biogazu w Polsce. Bardzo chcialabym zeby trudny moment, w ktorym jesteSmy stal si¢
jednoczesnie poczatkiem dobrych zmian, nowego podejscia do mys$lenia o energetyce w
Polsce. Mam nadziej¢, Zze wiedza Pana i calego Srodowiska naukowego bedzie
dostrzezona, doceniona i wlasciwie wykorzystana dla rozwoju branzy biogazu w naszym

kraju.
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Sobanska-Cwalina: w styczniu 2024 r. minie 16 lat od momentu rejestracji Polsko-
Kazachstanskiej Izby Handlowo-Przemystowej. Panstwa najwieksze osiagniecia w tym

czasie to... ?

Piotr Guzowski: w praktyce dziatali$my na rzecz rozwoju wspotpracy z Kazachstanem juz w
2007 roku. Zanim oficjalnie udato si¢ zarejestrowac izbe, co nie bylo tatwe w tamtym czasie.
DziataliSmy woOwczas jako komitet i przygotowywaliSmy merytorycznie misj¢ polskich
przedsigbiorcow na targi branzy budowalnej Kazbuild w Atmaty. Wtedy po raz pierwszy
odwiedzilem Kazachstan. Przez kilkanascie ostatnich lat zrealizowali$my szereg projektow, w
tym misji, w ktorych uczestniczyli przedstawiciele polskich firm, wtadz samorzadowych, a
takze ich odpowiednicy z Kazachstanu. Wnioski z organizowanej przez nas wizyty delegacji z
Kazachstanu, w tym w urzedach marszatkowskich, éwczesnej Polskiej Agencji Inwestycji i
Handlu, Polskiej Agencji Rozwoju Przedsiebiorczosci, wykorzystano w ramach tworzenia
kazachstanskiej agencji inwestycji zagranicznych. W 2016 roku Polsko-Kazachstanska Izba
Handlowo-Przemystowa zostala wyrozniona Dyplomem Ministra Gospodarki za wktad w
rozwdj polskiej gospodarki poprzez zaangazowanie w realizacji projektu ,,Promocja polskiej
gospodarki w Kazachstanie”. Cieszy mnie fakt, Zze podczas Expo 2017 Astana
organizowanym w Kazachstanie polski pawilon uhonorowano ztotym medalem za najlepszy
pawilon narodowy do 400 m?. To byl pierwszy taki medal przyznany Polsce od 1937 roku. Od
Uczelni Lazarskiego Izba otrzymata zloty medal za najlepiej przeprowadzone staze

praktykanckie.

Wilasnie, Pan od wielu lat wspolpracuje z mlodzieza, czy widzi Pan mozliwos¢

wykorzystania potencjalu demograficznego Kazachstanu dla wspolpracy z Polska?
Yy Yy p ] g g poipracy a

Bardzo duzo Kazachow studiuje w Polsce, nawet okoto tysigca. Studiujg nie tylko w
Warszawie, ale takze w innych cze$ciach kraju np. w Nowym Saczu, Toruniu, Wroctawiu. O
mozliwosci edukacji w Polsce dowiadujg si¢ r6zng drogg w tym tzw. ,,pantoflowg”. Jeden z
Polakéw w Kazachstanie zajmuje tam ws$réd mlodych ludzi popularyzacja studiowania w
Polsce. Sa dni uczelni polskich w Kazachstanie gdzie prezentuja si¢ nasze rodzime szkoty
wyzsze. W promocji polskich uczelni uczestnicza takze Konsulowie Honorowi Kazachstanu
w Polsce, placowki dyplomatyczne RP w Kazachstanie oraz tamtejsza Polonia. Mtodzi
Kazachowie, zwlaszcza kobiety sg ambitne. Szkoda tylko, ze w niewielkim stopniu studiuja

na kierunkach technicznych, rolniczych, a wybieraja raczej studia spoteczne, marketing,
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wspolprace miedzynarodowg. Interesuja si¢ rowniez szkotami $rednimi o profilach
hotelarskim, turystycznym, gastronomicznym. Jest to naprawde¢ potencjat, ktory mozna

zagospodarowac, dzigki odpowiednio wczesnej informacji oraz spotkaniom.

Jakie sg dalsze losow Kazachow studiujacych w Polsce, z ktérych najbardziej znanym
jest J.E. Margulan Baimukhan, byly Wiceminister Spraw Zagranicznych Kazachstanu a

obecnie Ambasador tego kraju w Krolestwie Belgii i przy UE?

Losy sa rozne, w zalezno$ci od tego w jaki sposob Kazachowie wyjechali — czy prywatnie czy
w ramach programu panstwowego. Jezeli wyjechali prywatnie to bardzo czesto zostaja w Unii
Europejskiej. Jezeli wyjechali w ramach stypendium to maja obowiagzek przez 5 lat pracowac
w Kazachstanie. Rozne sa te losy, ale generalnie sg przyjaciéimi Polski. Z kilkoma z nich
wspotpracuje. Wiele os6b wrocito do Kazachstanu, rozpocze¢to kariere miedzynarodowsa albo
biznesowa. To dla nas dobra informacja. Dzigki temu mamy przyczotki w Kazachstanie. Co
najwazniejsze, dobrze Polsk¢ wspominajg. S3 bardzo dobrze oceniani pod wzgledem
przygotowanie do zawodu, jak réwniez merytorycznym. Dzieje si¢ tak m.in. dlatego, ze
polskie uczelnie traktujg ich powaznie, a nie ulgowo. To nie sg dyplomy kupione czy

wyproszone, a prawdziwie zastuzone.

Firmom z jakich branz pomogliscie Panstwo wej$¢ do Kazachstanu?

Jest ich sporo, szczegolnie jezeli chodzi o sadownictwo, maszyny i urzadzenia, przetworstwo
spozywcze, handel potsurowcami, kosmetyki. Tez mieliSmy pewien udziat przy farmacji, na
samym poczatku funkcjonowania Izby. Dalej moge wymieni¢ logistyke, branze odziezowa,
energetyczng, maszyn 1 urzadzen dla gornictwa, maszyn rolniczych. Jezeli chodzi o

inwestycje mozna wymieni¢ branze¢ rolnicza, szklarnie, wyposazenie ferm.

Ilu cztonkéw obecnie liczy izba?

Okoto sze$édziesigt firm. Duzo wspdlpracuje z nami na zasadzie partnerstwa. Ogodtem
wspotpracujemy z kilkuset firmami. Poprzez wspolprace z firmami kazachskimi mamy w

wielu miastach przedstawicieli, na ktorych mozemy zawsze polegac.
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Czy dalej jestescie Panstwo otwarci na przyjmowanie nowych czlonkéw ?

Chcemy jeszcze szerzej sie otworzy¢. Chcemy tak jak to bylo w izbie polsko-biatoruskiej,
ktorg zaktadatem, czyli mie¢ pion reprezentowany przez osoby z drugiego panstwa. Chcemy
zeby jeden z wiceprezesow byl przedstawicielem kazachstanskich firm, aby reprezentowat
interesy tamtejszej strony. Wtedy ta izba bilateralna bedzie pelna. Na poczatku wsrod

zatozycieli byli Polacy w Kazachstanie.

Jakie sg gldéwne Kkorzysci dla firm z takiego czlonkostwa?

Przede wszystkim pomagamy znalez¢ partneréw. Jezeli jedzie do Kazachstanu z misjg lub
indywidualnie to na pewno nie zostanie tam sam. Pomozemy mu w jego sprawach, czy w
znalezieniu partneréw czy organizacji pobytu. Praktycznie w wigkszosci wigkszych miast
mamy partneréw. Pomagamy na miejscu w sprawach administracyjnych, pomocy prawne;.
Wspotpracujemy z Regionalnymi Izbami Kazachstanu. Nasza Izba dziata najdluzej przy
Polsko-Kazachstanskiej Komisji Migdzyrzadowej ds. wspotpracy gospodarczej, czyli juz
0d16 lat. Jako cztonek komisji ma chyba najdtuzszy staz.

Jakie sa gléwne réznice pomiedzy Polska i Kazachstanem, ktéorych powinny by¢é

Swiadome polskie firmy przed rozpoczeciem ekspansji w tym kraju?

Przede wszystkim trzeba spojrze¢ na mape jak wielki jest to kraj. Gdy spojrzymy na
Kazachstan na tle Azji to zwyczajny kraj taki jak Polska w Europie. Jezeli jednak spojrzymy
na Kazachstan na tle calej Euroazji to wielkos$¢ jego mozna porownac¢ do Europy od Bugu do
Madrytu, bez Apenindw i1 Skandynawii. W zwiazku z tym planujac ekspansj¢ w Kazachstanie
trzeba wzia¢ pod uwage odlegtosci 1 zaplanowa¢ dziatalno$¢ zupehie inaczej niz w Polsce,
chociazby pod wzgledem dostaw towarow. Ponadto Kazachstan péinocy 1 potudniowy to sa
zupehie inni ludzie pod wzgledem mentalnos$ci. Kazachstan poinocny zostat zasiedlony przez
osoby roznych narodowosci: m.in. Niemcow, Koreanczykow, Polakow. Sg tez Kazachowie
zachodni bardzo lojalni wobec wtasnego narodu. To jest calkiem inny Kazachstan niz ten
wschodni. Na potudniu natomiast ludzie przypominajag Uzbekow, Kirgizéw, Turkmenow.
Kazachstan centralny. Karaganda to miejsce z duza liczbg przesiedlencow. Tam mozemy si¢
liczy¢ z calkowicie odmiennymi pogladami na roézne kwestie, w tym sprawy

mie¢dzynarodowe. Jezeli chodzi o wyznanie, owszem s3 tam muzulmanie. Poprzez
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indoktrynacj¢ radziecka zabrano im mozliwo$¢ tego wyznania, ktorg po upadku ZSRR
przywrdcono, ale w umiarkowany sposob. Niektoérzy Kazachowie zauwazaja, ze chrzescijanie
maja mozliwo$¢ ustyszenia tam dzwonow cerkwi i1 kosciotow, podczas gdy muzutmanie nie

moga ustysze¢ wezwania imana. Nie nalezy mie¢ tutaj uprzedzen.

Wchodzac na rynek Kazachstanu trzeba przede wszystkim mie¢ cierpliwos¢. Nie nalezy si¢
obraza¢ jezeli kto$ nie odpowiedzial na nasz email. Nie zawsze odpowie. Trzeba wtedy
zadzwoni¢. Mlodzi ludzie raczej beda odpowiadaé, ale starsze pokolenie niekoniecznie.
Szczegolnie osoby, ktore sa odpowiedzialne w Kazachstanie za podejmowanie waznych
decyzji. W Kazachstanie wigkszo$¢ waznych spraw zatatwia si¢ osobiscie. Trzeba podjechac,
porozmawia¢. Domowi¢ wszystko trzeba mailowo, telefonicznie i potwierdzi¢ osobistym
spotkaniem. Dlatego w Kazachstanie w firmie migedzy 10:00, a 14:00 naczelnika czy
dyrektora mozna w biurze nie zasta¢. Trzeba zatatwiaé sprawy wazne miedzy godzing 8:00, a
10:00 czasu lokalnego. Jak nie ma naczelnika to nic si¢ nie zalatwi. Szef podejmuje wszystkie
wazne decyzje. W Kazachstanie jest calkowicie inny styl zarzadzania niz w Polsce. Na
poludniu kraju me¢zczyzna raczej nie powinien przepuszczac jako pierwszej kobiety, poniewaz

moze to zosta¢ odebrane jako ,,nietakt, brak obycia”. Mowie to z wlasnego doswiadczenia.

Z jakich wzorcow spoleczenstwa kazachstanskiego powinniSmy czerpac¢ Polsce?

Wytrwato$¢ w negocjacjach, obstawanie za swoim to z pewnos$ciag przydatne cechy.
Kazachowie sg mocno zwigzani rodzinnie. Nie boja si¢ odleglosci. Tam na kawe czy rodzinny
obiad mozna jecha¢ 200, 300 km. Taka odleglo$¢ to nic nadzwyczajnego. Mezczyzni sg
zawsze przygotowani na wazne, oficjalne spotkania jezeli chodzi o ubidr. Niewtasciwy ubior

jest tam postrzegany jako wyraz lekcewazenia rozmowcy.

Najwazniejsze elementy decydujace o atrakcyjnosci rynku kazachstanskiego dla

polskich firm to...?

Przede wszystkim jest to wielki kraj. Wchodzac do Kazachstanu mozemy spokojnie mowi¢ o
rynku 50-60 mln odbiorcow — Azja Centralna, cze¢$¢ Syberii. Oprocz tego jest to takze brama
dla Chin. Polacy jeszcze nie czuja watku mozliwosci reeksportu do Pafistwa Srodka.

Pojedyncze firmy z Polski zajmujg si¢ reeksportem do tego kraju. Kazachowie sg bardzo
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otwarci na wspotprace z polska firmg, ktéra uruchomi produkcj¢ zorientowang na eksport do

Chin.

Czy w przypadku firm z innych krajéw widaé, ze inwestuja w Kazachstanie z myslg o

reeksporcie do Chin?

Tak wida¢ to chociazby na przykladzie firm z Francji czy lzraela, ktore np. zatozyly tam
swoje fermy indykéw. Podmioty ktore inwestujag w elektrownie réwniez maja na wzgledzie
reeksport. Niemcy rowniez widza, ze do niektorych miejsc w Chinach jest blizej niz

chociazby z oddalonych punktow w samych Chinach.

Wracajac do wcezesniejszego pytania warto dodac, ze Polska w Kazachstanie od lat jest znana
z odziezy, kosmetykow, farmacji. Kazaszki znaja stare polskie nazwy takie jak ,,Pani
Walewska” ,,MonAmi”. Nasze mrozonki produkowane na Mazowszu i Podlasiu cieszg si¢
popularno$ciag w tym kraju, ale jako produkty niemieckie czy holenderskie. Kazachowie
chwalg polski chleb, wedliny m.in. drobiowe. Polska jest znana. Mamy ten pozytywny

wizerunek. Wszyscy Kazachowie znajg z imienia i nazwiska polskich pitkarzy.

Jak zmienil si¢ Kazachstan od Pana pierwszej wizyty w tym kraju?

To bedzie juz szesnascie 1 pot roku. Bytem woéwczas z delegacjag Ministerstwa Budownictwa
na targach Kazbuild w Atmaty jako organizator logistyczny. Wtedy na ulicach styszatem
glownie jezyk rosyjski. Juz wtedy reklamy z twarzami Europejczykow zaczety by¢ wypierane
przez twarze Kazachoéw. Wida¢ bylo, ze firmy zagraniczne uznaly, ze Kazachowie
identyfikujg si¢ ze sobg coraz bardziej niz z Europg. Ludzie byli biedniej ubrani, mniej byto
samochodow. Teraz w Polsce nie ma takiego miasta gdzie bylaby taka ilos¢ drogich
samochodéw jak w Kazachstanie. Miasta si¢ mocno wzbogacily. Znaczaco poprawila si¢
infrastruktura drogowa. Powstata sie¢ autostrad, ktorej wtedy nie bylo. Zmodernizowano
koleje. Wybudowano od nowa porty lotnicze, co wida¢ przede wszystkim w mniejszych
miejscowosciach. Powstalo duzo meczetow, cerkwi, kosciotow. Zwiekszyta sie populacja w
kraju. Teraz przekracza 20 milionow. Od Polski place i parki w Kazachstanie odr6zniajg si¢ o
wiele wigksza liczba dzieci i mlodziezy. Srednia dzietnoé¢ to 3,5 dziecka na rodzine.
Powszechny jest jezyk kazachski. Znajomos¢ jezyka rosyjskiego pozostaje. Z mlodzieza od

15 lat w zasadzie mozna si¢ porozumie¢ po angielsku.
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Co méwia Pana znajomi w Kazachstanie o trwajacym konflikcie w Ukrainie?

To jest bardzo trudny temat. Kazachstanskie spoteczenstwo w tym wzgledzie moze by¢
spolaryzowane. W Kazachstanie o tym za bardzo si¢ nie rozmawia. Wielu Kazachow wspiera
uchodzcow. Na Ukrainie dzigki kazachstanskim aktywistom powstaly tzw. jurty
nieztomnosci, w ktorych ludzie mogg si¢ ogrzac czy zjes¢ positek. W Kazachstanie mozemy
si¢ spotka¢ tez pogladami diametralnie odmiennymi. Kazachowie przyjeli Rosjan
uciekajacych z kraju po wybuchu wojny. Dyskutowatem o wojnie zarowno z jedng jak i druga

strong, nawet z radykatami. Bylem zaskoczony jednym i drugim.

Polaryzacji sprzyja fakt, ze Kazachstan zamieszkiwany jest przez wiele narodowosci — okoto
130. Duzo os6b narodowosci ukrainskiej bardzo otwarcie wspiera Ukraincow. Wielu
mieszkancow Kazachstanu dostrzega fakt, ze Ukraincy zostali napadnieci i musza si¢ bronig.
Zdaja sobie tez sprawg z tego, ze ich kraj nie ma prostego potozenia geograficznego i musi
umie¢ funkcjonowaé. Kazachowie nie chcg u siebie mie¢ postaw, ktore moglyby wywota¢ u
nich w kraju konflikty miedzynarodowosciowe, miedzyetniczne. Z wlasnej inicjatywy nie
poruszam watku wojny, poniewaz moja misja jest pozyskiwanie 0so6b przychylnych do

wspotpracy, przyjaciot. Wrogéw mozna sobie dosy¢ tatwo znalez¢.

Jak w wymiarze praktycznym konflikt wplywa na relacje Polski i Kazachstanu?

Z jednej strony utrudnito to wymiang gospodarcza. W przypadku towaréw tanszych, a
jednoczesnie o wigkszej masie lacznej — np. jabtek koszty transportu powoduja, ze taka
wymiana handlowa jest nieoptacalna. Cena nie bedzie konkurencyjna wzgledem
analogicznego towaru z Chin czy Uzbekistanu. Przez Biatoru$ nie wszystkie towary przejda.
Przez Morze Czarne i Kaspijskie koszt transportu znaczaco podnosi cen¢ towaru dla
konsumenta. W przypadku produktow farmaceutycznych czy kosmetycznych, jakkolwiek
wzrosly ceny to nie na tyle, aby rzutowato to na spadek popytu. Kazachowie dali sobie radg.
Znalezli mozliwo$ci wykorzystywania portow battyckich. Ich wegiel trafia do Polski przez
porty battyckie, ale rowniez przez Morze Czarne. Zwigkszony jest popyt na wiele towarow,
ktorych Rosja nie moze juz dostarczy¢ do Kazachstanu, badz ktore nie moga by¢ przewozone
przez Rosje. W zwigzku z tym zainteresowanie polskim towarem wzrosto. Pozostaje tylko
kwestia , w jaki sposob go dostarczy¢. Wbrew pozorom, gdyby nie przeszkody transportowe
wojna mogtaby zwiekszy¢ wymiane handlowa, nie jezeli chodzi o wielkos$¢ ich masy, ale w

ujeciu wartosciowym.
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W Polsce zmienia si¢ wlasnie ekipa rzadzaca. Jak wedlug Pana powinny wygladaé

modelowe relacje polityczne naszego kraju z wladzami tego kraju?

W ostatnich latach te relacje oprdcz kilku incydentalnych zdarzen byty dobre. Na szczescie
w Polsce mamy dobre nastawienie do Kazachstanu. Sg jednostki, ktore niezrgcznie si¢
wypowiadaty chociazby w mediach spoteczno$ciowych czy zachowywatly w Kazachstanie.
Warto, zeby polscy dyplomaci przyjezdzajacy do Kazachstanu nie méwili jedynie po rosyjsku
badz angielsku. Kazachowie starszego pokolenia nie znaja angielskiego. Wazne jest dobre
przygotowanie dyplomatow w zakresie znajomosci tamtejszej kultury, historii i mentalnosci.
Wazne jest, aby mieli pozytywne nastawienie do Kazachéw. Chociaz w stopniu
podstawowym powinni wilada¢ jezykiem kazachskim. Prosze sobie wyobrazi¢, ze 100%
Kazachow pracujacych w ambasadzie po kliku miesigcach w Warszawie rozumie po polsku.
W tym wzgledzie mozemy braé przyklad z Kazachstanu. Kazachowie bardzo szybko i dobrze
si¢ ucza jezyka polskiego. Warto szuka¢ przyjaciot w Kazachstanie nie narusza¢ ich
stosunkow z sasiadami, nie poucza¢ ich. Oni sami wiedza jak maja postepowaé. Zyja w
innych realiach, maja inne geopolityczne uwarunkowania i muszag w tych warunkach
funkcjonowa¢. Warto jak najwigcej mlodziezy 1 studentow z Kazachstanu w Polsce
wyksztalci¢, a pdzniej utrzymywaé z nimi kontakt. Wtedy bedziemy mie¢ w Kazachstanie

0soby nam sprzyjajace.

Sam mialem mozliwo$¢ uczestnictwa w kolacji organizowanej w zwigzku ze spotkaniem
prezydenta Andrzeja Dudy 1 bylej glowy panstwa kazachstanskiego — Nursultana
Nazarbajewa. Zaprosita mnie na nig strona kazachstanska. Co ciekawe jestem bardziej
rozpoznawalny ws$rdd Kazachow niz Polakow. Wowczas prezydent Kazachstanu
zaproponowatl uruchomienie bezposredniego polaczenia lotniczego pomigdzy naszymi
krajami. Takie polaczenie wkrotce zaczeto funkcjonowac. Jezeli prezydenci, premierzy nie
popra wspolpracy to na nizszych szczeblach bedzie zle. Niezwykle wazne sa relacje
pierwszych osob w panstwie. Jezeli oni nadadza sprawie wymiar priorytetowy to ma ona

szans¢ na sukces.

Czy wladze polskie powinny co$ poprawié¢ jezeli chodzi o wykorzystanie potencjalu

Polonii we wspélpracy z Kazachstanem?

Tamtejsza Polonia jest dosy¢ aktywna. Jest niedofinansowana w poréwnaniu na przyktad do

tamtejszych Niemcow czy Koreanczykow. Warto p6j$¢ w tym kierunku jak na przyktad Korea
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albo Niemcy wzglgdem swoich rodakow w Kazachstanie i podnie$¢ Poloni¢ w wymiarze
gospodarczym, zeby tamtejsze firmy byly silne i znaczace. To jest obszar, w ktérym mamy
sporo do zrobienia. Gdy przygotowywatem misje wyjazdowe zawsze staratem si¢ angazowac
w to Poloni¢. Koreanczycy czy Niemcy w Kazachstanie w pewnym momencie zostali zasileni
przez ojczyzny. U nas raczej ktadlo si¢ bardziej nacisk na kulture, histori¢. Poza tym to byto

dosy¢ spdznione i bez szerszej koncepcji.

Dzigkuje bardzo za czas poSwiecony Instytutowi Boyma.

Piotr Guzowski
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SZANOWNI PANSTWO,

Po swietowanej w ubieglym roku 30. rocznicy niepodlegtosci kazachskiego
panstwa, obchodzimy w 2022 roku wazny jubileusz trzech dekad nawigzania
relacji dyplomatycznych miedzy Polskg 1 Kazachstanem. Jest to doskonata

okazja nie tylko do podsumowan, ale takze do Smiatego spojrzenia w przysztosc.

Losy Polakow i Kazachow wielokrotnie w historii splataly sie ze sobq. To duzy
kapital, ktory mozemy wykorzystaé. Szczegdlnie dlatego, Zze tegoroczne
wydarzenia na arenie miedzynarodowej stawiajg nasze kraje przed
niespotykanymi od dekad wyzwaniami. Pilna koniecznos¢ wyjscia z
ogolnoswiatowych perturbacji gospodarczych, w tym walka z inflacjg,
zaburzeniami na rynkach rolnym, transportowym, pracy, energii, zasobow

wodnych to tylko niektore z nich.

Jestem przekonana, Ze niezwyklg role w radzeniu sobie z tymi wyzwaniami ma
szanse odegra¢ wspotpraca podmiotow na co dzien dziatajgcych w pozornie
odleglych swiatach. Wierze, ze kooperacja migdzy przedsigbiorstwami,
administracjq publiczng, organizacjami pozarzgdowymi oraz wszystkimi innymi
podmiotami i osobami, ktorym na sercu lezy rozwoj dwustronnej wspolpracy

gospodarczej, pomoze nam przeplyng¢ ten wzburzony ocean.

Ze swej strony jako Instytut Studiow Azjatyckich i Globalnych im. Michala
Boyma obiecujemy dalej wspierac¢ wspotprace polsko-kazachskq ekspertyzq i
rekomendacjami. Chcemy informowac polskq opinie publiczng o przemianach,
jakie zachodzq w Azji. Mowimy i piszemy o Kazachstanie oraz ich sgsiadach
regularnie, nie tylko wtedy gdy ten niezwykly region skupia wzmozong uwage

mediow swiatowych.

Dziekuje Panu Prezesowi Piotrowi Guzowskiemu, ktory od lat petni niestychanie
wazng role integratora i lidera wspoilpracy polsko-kazachskiej na roznych

polach. Jest zrodlem szerokiej wiedzy 0 Kazachstanie oraz innych panstwach
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Azji Centralnej. Wnosi tak potrzebng dzisiaj fachowq ekspertyze, ale tez
maqdros¢ zyciowq i doswiadczenie. Dobre relacje gospodarcze naszych krajow

wymagajq witasnie takich osobowosci.

Zycze Panstwu nadziei, wielu inspiracji do tworzenia nowych wspolnych
projektow, a nade wszystko wiary w ludzkq zdolnos¢ do przezwycigzania nawet

najtragiczniejszych kryzysow.

Z wyrazami szacunku,

Dr Magdalena Sobanska-Cwalina
Czlonek Zarzqdu Fundacji Instytut Studiow Azjatyckich i Globalnych im.
Michata Boyma
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