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SŁOWO WSTĘPNE 

 

Szanowni Czytelnicy, 

 

Z ogromną przyjemnością prezentujemy Państwu najnowszy numer naszego Kwartalnika 

Boyma. W tym wydaniu skupiamy się na trzech fascynujących tematach, które stanowią ważne 

elementy współczesnej polityki i relacji międzynarodowych. 

 

Rozpoczynając naszą podróż po globalnych wydarzeniach, sięgamy do problematyki konfliktu 

na Morzu Południowochińskim. Analiza chińskich działań w regionie oraz filipińskie 

podejście do międzynarodowego rozgłosu w sprawie agresji ze strony Chin, ukazuje nam, w 

jaki sposób słabsze państwa próbują przeciwdziałać potężnym rywalom. To ciekawy przykład 

asymetrycznych działań i roli mediów w międzynarodowym rozgrywaniu sił. 

 

Następnie przenosimy się do Azji Centralnej, gdzie Rosja odgrywa kluczową rolę. Analiza 

sytuacji geopolitycznej w regionie oraz wpływu rosyjskich działań na stabilność polityczną i 

gospodarczą krajów azjatyckich pozwala nam lepiej zrozumieć dynamiczne zmiany w 

obszarze Azji Centralnej. 

 

W dalszej części Kwartalnika prezentujemy wywiad z Lauren Johnston, która przygląda się 

zmianom demograficznym w Chinach. Zrozumienie, jak Chiny adaptują się do wyzwań 

związanych z procesem starzenia się społeczeństwa, ma kluczowe znaczenie dla analizy 

długofalowych perspektyw rozwoju tego kraju. 

 

Mamy nadzieję, że niniejszy numer Kwartalnika Boyma przypadnie Państwu do gustu i 

dostarczy nowych spostrzeżeń na temat współczesnych wydarzeń międzynarodowych. Mamy 

nadzieję, że ta lektura dostarczy Wam nie tylko ciekawej wiedzy, ale także inspiracji do 

refleksji nad dzisiejszym światem. 

 

Przyjemnej lektury! 

Redakcja Kwartalnika Boyma 
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FOREWORD 

 

Dear Readers, 

With a great pleasure we present the latest issue of Boym Quarterly. In this edition, we focus 

on three captivating topics that constitute crucial elements of contemporary politics and 

international relations. 

Embarking on a global exploration, we delve into the conflict in the South China Sea. An 

analysis of Chinese actions in the region, coupled with the Philippine approach to 

internationalizing Chinese aggression, sheds light on how weaker states endeavor to counter 

stronger adversaries. This serves as an intriguing example of asymmetric actions and 

underscores the role of the media in international power dynamics. 

Our journey then takes us to Central Asia, where Russia plays a pivotal role. Examining the 

geopolitical landscape in the region and the impact of Russian actions on the political and 

economic stability of Asian countries enables us to gain a deeper understanding of the 

dynamic changes in Central Asia. 

And finally, we feature an interview with Lauren Johnston, who explores demographic 

changes in China. Comprehending how China is addressing the challenges posed by an 

ageing population is crucial for analyzing the country's long-term development prospects. 

We trust that you will find this issue of Boym Quarterly enjoyable and insightful, offering you 

new perspectives on contemporary international changes. May this reading not only impart 

interesting knowledge but also inspire you to reconsider the complexities of today's world. 

 

Enjoy your reading! 

The Boym Quarterly editorial team 
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Over the past couple of months, China has continually harassed the Philippines in the South 

C      e  ( C ),  e            e     er’   eg      e ex     ve e           e. C   e e 

maritime forces, including coastguard and maritime militia, blocked Philippine resupply 

missions to the Second Thomas Shoal. China Coast Guard has loitered  e r V e    ’  

   r   r          ,  e            e     er’  EEZ,  e r V  g  r  B   . 

Until recently, Vietnam has been the most vigorous of all Southeast Asian SCS parties to push 

back against China. Lately, the Philippines has joined the fray, with a somewhat unique 

difference. While Hanoi has largely sought to avoid the limelight when pushing back against 

Beijing in the SCS, choosing instead to respond firmly on the ground against Chinese 

  r    e  r   gre                         e  f r e , M             e         re “p     ” 

tack. It chose to publicize Chinese behavior in the SCS, with the express intent to 

   er          e   e    p  e       r  g      r      e      Be    g’   ggression. 

This is a typical asymmetrical action that a smaller and weaker state can undertake against the 

strong. While there is no sign to indicate that the Philippine move to publicize Chinese 

behavior in the SCS has had any effect on Beijing, it is at least not presumptuous to make the 

pre      r     erv                “p        ”         ve    pe  e  C        re          e 

possible consequences to its own interests, and thus recalibrate future moves. The Philippine 

Coast Guard observed that Chinese forces  ppe re      e “ e    ggre   ve”       g      

media personnel were present on Filipino government vessels during the recent flareups, the 

first documented instance in July and September. 

        e           C  p r  e ’ “D v   ver           ”   r gg e  g  nst China, the first 

instinct of any interested extra-reg          e    er        e       p       e “  g g   ”, 

namely, warships to show the flag and hopefully, signal to Beijing that its actions are under 

            e  e    g g ver  e            g C    ’s weaker rivals in the disputed waters. 

T e U. . N v         e    “re  r    e pr     pe  per     ”,      e words of the Secretary 

of Navy Carlos del Toro, back in 2020 to support Malaysia during the standoff with China 

over oil drilling ship West Capella off Sarawak. That said, American maritime forces – both 

the navy and coastguard – cannot be omnipresent at any one time. 

Perhaps European naval forces would find this even more of a stretch given the present 

  p     . U  er   e E r pe   U    ’     r     e  maritime presence arrangements, only a 

handful of European powers are able to project and sustain naval presence in the Indo-Pacific 
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region at any point of time. Because the Indo-Pacific is such a vast geographical area, it is 

neigh impossible to expect European naval forces to be present in the SCS 24/7, despite the 

    ’  desire to do so. 

France maintains one of the most extensive naval presence in the Indo-Pacific, but its forces 

are scattered across a wide region, including the southernmost of the Pacific Ocean. The 

United Kingdom currently has a pair of offshore patrol vessels in sustained, years-long Indo-

Pacific deployment. But even these two warships, while optimal in undertaking low-intensity 

peacetime operations such as those typical of grey zone types in the SCS, are not always on 

station in the SCS. At best, these European naval forces, alongside their American 

counterparts (and for that matter, the other extra-regional powers such as Australia and 

Japan), maintain intermittent presence at best. 

I   r er      pe      C    ’  gre     e      e ge      e  C ,      e               r e    ve 

relied on a mixture of approaches. Diplomacy is the most preferred for regional governments 

that continue to stress upon the need for peaceful settlement of the disputes. The economic 

stakes at hand also mean that Southeast Asian SCS parties try assiduously not to rock the boat 

and not allow the SCS disputes dominate the much broader bilateral relations with Beijing, 

especially where it concerns trade and investments. At the same time, diplomacy is also a vital 

tool of the weak against the strong, as characterized by how Manila lodged a legal challenge 

against Beijing in The Hague back in 2013, and for which the tribunal handed a stunning legal 

victory to the Philippines three years later. In the wake of recent flareups, Manila is now 

considering a fresh legal challenge against Beijing. 

The second approach, which has until recently been kept so low profile, is Southeast Asian 

SCS parties deploying their maritime forces, even if they are outnumbered, outsized and 

outgunned by their Chinese counterparts, to put up counter-presence postures. These forces 

may not maintain sustained presence in the concerned areas of disputes like the Chinese do, 

but the very act of having even an intermittent, albeit not optimal, counter-presence is aimed 

     g     g    Be    g   e e      r e ’ re   ve          e    g   e r   vere g        r g   . 

These two approaches are only effective if certain prerequisite conditions are met. The first is 

       p                    e        ppe       e “     ”. Leg        e ge    ve     e 

supported by properly documented evidences of Chinese aggression in the SCS. The 

Southeast Asian SCS parties certainly need more offshore-capable maritime assets to maintain 
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a more robust presence that can counter that of China, but funding constraints often militate 

against the ability to induct sufficient materiel in time and at reasonable cost. In any case, one 

could argue that there is no way for any Southeast Asian party to match the Chinese ship for 

ship, aircraft for aircraft. Beijing has tapped its shipbuilding preponderance to outbuild its 

Southeast Asian SCS rivals combined. 

In order for Southeast Asian countries to maintain the option of legal challenge against China 

– like what Manila had done back in 2013 and is now thinking of doing again – and to 

optimize the employment of limited maritime assets as a counter-presence in the concerned 

waters, it goes without saying that maritime domain awareness (MDA) is critically important. 

MDA is not a panacea to Southeast Asian maritime security problems, whether one is talking 

about the SCS disputes or transnational crimes such as smuggling and piracy. It does not 

replace the perennial need for mobile assets to prosecute lawless at sea, or to assert maritime 

sovereignty and rights. 

However, while MDA has become a major itinerary for extra-reg          e    er ’   r    e 

security capacity-building efforts at sea, it has largely been confined to two broad approaches. 

The first concerns the transfer or sale of MDA assets, be it drones or radar systems. The 

 e       v  ve  pr v    g    e        e’  MD       . T e EU’  CR M R   pr  e   and the 

U.S.-led Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) are major 

examples. The party providing such access to less endowed partners such as those in 

Southeast Asia could avail the latter to a comprehensive array of tools to improve MDA, not 

just those based on automatic identification systems (AIS) so commonly utilized for vessel 

 r     g       e   f       ,     eve           e         e   re      “  r ”    pp  g ( r 

vessels that switch off their AIS). A recent agreement for the Philippines to gain access, free 

 f    rge,    C     ’     e    e-based MDA tool to detect and  r    “  r ”    pp  g      g    

example. 

   v e   f   e P    pp  e ’ re e    ppr        p       e C   e e  e  v  r      e  C , per  p  

MDA has to take on a new role. Based on the abovementioned second approach, which entails 

the contributor party providing beneficiary country access to requisite tools, the new role will 

  v  ve   e “ r      r   g”  f MD       e  C . T    “ r      r   g” MD             e 

different from the official institutions designed to foster information-sharing in the region, 

such as the    e  f   e   f r              Ce  re       g p re. T    “ r      r   g” MD  

platform can be an online portal that is made available for access to friendly institutions – not 
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just governments, maritime agencies but also the academia, media and civil society 

organizations (CSOs). 

Essentially this platform is targeted at promoting awareness of grey zone aggression. All 

registered users can contribute information –  e  e   e   e   f “ r      r   g” – that can be 

duly corroborated, validated and then shared on the platform. The user in question can be a 

coastguard vessel engaged in the thick of a faceoff with a maritime militia boat. It can also be 

a fisherman who observes and captures a photograph of a grey zone transgression in the SCS. 

The information can come in various forms – photographic, video footages, audio recording, 

etc. Government agencies that share high-fidelity information such as electro-optical images 

may be concerned about revealing too much of their capabilities to potential adversaries. 

Hen e,      p   f r              e  e v  r    “       e”   e e                e    e  v      e 

f r p         e         e.           ,      “ r      r   g” MD  p r     erve       rep     r  

of information that can serve real-time maritime prosecution purpose, or contribute evidence 

to help concerned parties build a strong legal case for international arbitration processes. 

One may ask, why not tap existing regional information-sharing centres? The problem is that 

geopolitical sensitivities often impede open-sharing of information pertaining to grey zone 

aggression. For example, the IFC based in Singapore is able to draw its strengths on a 

multitude of international liaison officers. This very strength, which fosters maritime security 

information-sharing, constitutes a weakness as well – it becomes sensitive to share grey zone 

aggression which may be perpetuated by a certain member country of the centre. Moreover, 

  e    g p re   C’  reg   r MD  pr                        e   gre     e  ggre     , 

instead mainly transnational crimes and navigational accidents. 

T eref re,      “ r      r   g” MD  p   f r         e   e        v  ves a wider pool of 

stakeholders, both within and outside government bodies. Tackling grey zone aggression 

requires a whole-of-society approach, and should not be the exclusive province of government 

organizations. This platform thus also serves as a check-and-balance of sorts; for example 

should governments choose not to publicize the said instance of grey zone aggression due to 

geopolitical sensitivities, other organizations such as the academia and CSOs can help shed 

light on such incidents and bring them to international public attention. 

T e EU        e   e        e           e      p e e        “ r      r   g” MD          ve, 

tapping its vast pool of expertise, financial means and technological capabilities. It is also less 
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encumbered with geopolitical   gg ge    ge    g    er “   -  ”    reg          r ,      e   e 

U.S. for example which is embroiled in a tense rivalry with China. As a reflection and an 

extension of its strategic autonomy, the EU is better positioned to helm this initiative. 

In a way, enabling and empowering concerned Southeast Asian SCS parties especially the 

ability to stand up against grey zone aggression is a more sustainable long-term solution. It 

also fits nicely with the preference of regional countries to police their own waters and 

customize approaches in manners that suit their national interests. It is also much more helpful 

than having European navies dispatching assets to show the flag in the region – especially if 

such presence is at best intermittent and hence not taken seriously by the prospective grey 

   e  ggre   r,            e C    . T    “ r      r   g” MD          ve  e p  exp  e  gre  

zone aggression, involves much wider stakeholdership across segments of the society, and can 

potentially serve as a credible tool to deter such malign acts and to prevent escalation of crisis 

situations at sea. 
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     R        U r       e  e       ą     e  e   e    fer e         r    eg  

 e p e  e        e           pr        e   łe  E r p ,   e r    eż     ,   ł            e   e  

   ś  ,      re  r       e  pł     ą    ąż     e. T          re   e    e   ą p e         

Ce  r    . P  ć   ł    rep      r    e     ,    re   1991 r          ł    ep   egł ść,    24 

lutego 2022 roku       ł         r   r ż . P  p     30             ł       p er   eg  

    e    e p e  e     ,      ł        e  r  p    Z  ą    R    e   eg ,     reg   e  

     p     ł       e    epe   ś     gr ź   p  e      e   e             p         -

ekonomicznej. Pozimnowojenna architektura  e p e  e      reg      eg  er     ł    ż    

         e           ,   eg  p    er  e  e    ł  pr ż    p      f       er         

 fg        . T    ż               ł      p er   e r       r          g  r                 

Ce  r   e ,        ą e    r    p       f       e        ś        peł  e               r e  p  

U  .         pr p g       Kre   p  egł  e       ł      e p  p            

p            pr e ł                U r    ,    r , p      ,  e      p ł  r  r    p   e  

  ep     e ,      g r      r      ś  e    ą     r      ą  r   . N      reg    e   e    

  ż  ą p    ś  , że                   e   e p e  e     ,    reg  f     e  e    ł   r    

 e er        eż     pr e  ł ś  .     r e p       e p     e,           er          e 

e       ł      re p       (    p      )      e          f   re     e   r    e   r  

 e p e  e           Ce  r   e . N e   e , R         e   e     er   g    ć       p r ż ą 

   er     ą        ć     e . N  Kre     r   ą     e  pr  e          r      e     eg  

    e    e p e  e     ,   p       ą e     p ł  e               reg           

g        . N e    e              e    –  e  r       śr    e   ł        e         p      ć 

Kreml. 

 

Rosnąca nieufność Azji Centralnej wobec rosyjskich gwarancji bezpieczeństwa 

N e        gre       U r      p       ł  spadek zaufania do Rosji, jako gwaranta 

reg      eg   e p e  e     . P er   e    p       gr że     e   r    Kre    p     ł      

  ż    eś  e    p        gre            ł         e  r    e   e    ref e  pł     ( r    , 

Kr  , M ł     ,            p           r    K r     ),     e f  ść p gł   ł    ł       

  e      ść Kre         peł  e    „    r ”   reg             e  e  e p e  e      p  

    f           er          fg        . 



14 
 

            fer e  e p e  e      p     eg       rep        ł     e        e  r ż  cowana. 

C           e               ść           e  eg    pe   e     e p e  e         e  

  gr że   e    r      (   f      gr      e,  err r   ),   e r    eż p           eż  e    

     ł       , gł    e R       C   . W re       e     ep  e           jest Tur  e      ,    r  

1995 roku       ł        p        e  r   eg ,        pr e   NZ.          p            

      r   rep        r  ł  pr e    e e    ,   e    r  e     f        p          ł       ł   

  rg            pr e  R     ć    eniach wojskowych Kaukaz 2020 rok. Ten prorosyjski 

  r     p      e  e p e  e           ł              p   e   ą M          p r        

r              er          r  e    e  f    . N  e   r       ł    ć  e            e   

      Pe er   rg ,     e    e          B ł   ,    re         p   ł   ł  1.5     U D. 

W              U r    e pr e reś  ł  e       e p    ,   pr        e       ął    e     

     e     re        .  e         g ż     e R       T r  e       e        e          e   

  że         ć   r  ą pr e  rep               p        e  r lnego. 

Z      e   r   e      p       e  ą re    e R       U  e      e . W   re  e r ą           

K r      rep         ł     e    ł    e   rg         U ł      Be p e  e     e 

Z   r     ( UBZ),    r   p ś  ł       e    e   2012 r   . D  ś  er   K r        2016 

roku                      r        ł           e    ł   e,   p          gr        

 e     ł        e   e   r   ś  ą,   re       e   e  e        er        e     R    . 

N  eż    p    eć, że         re  e U  e       peł  ł   r          ą r        er         

P ł              D   r          (NDN),    r        r    e   ł     p  r e  e           

     ą        fg        e. P  p r ż e       f            fg         W     g      r   ł  e  

 e  r              pr     łe ,   e   ł       p  e    e  r       r e    eg      skania. 

  e   e r ą  ą   pre   e           M r     e    p łpr    e   U      fer e 

 e p e  e     ,                e e    e    Kre   .  e       pr e        er          

 ąże       r           ć   rg          pł       reg    e   ł          e re  r         

Anth   ’eg  B    e     K rg      e, T  ż  istanie i Uzbekistanie w 2021 roku,    re  

 e   e  pr e         ł    e   e  e p e  e     . R         ł   e       e    e   ż  e    

   e          e     ł  f      eg                   pr e  eg             e     .     e   est, 

że W     g      e   że      ć       łą          er   r       e    ,     e           ą    

pr ep    pr   e rep      . Tr e   p   reś  ć, że   er         e re  r      e         

Ce  r   ą reg   r  e,  .  .    e      ą     p            f r    e C5+1 (     

Ce  r    +U  ). T         ść  p       ł , że Wł     r P           e    ł    ł 

   e   eg  pre   e         ł           E r          e  U       p   r  e  (EU ),    ą  
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  pe  e            p       p  r   rep           UBZ.  e            ą r       e    p ś   

na U r     T    e   pr e   ł   ć      ere           że  e    R   ą      ć  e          e   e 

p   p ł  gre   ,   reś   ą      e                 „ e  r   e”   „           e”,     f       e 

  g ż  e       p         U r    . 

W     e  e            e   T  ż       ,    r  gr         C          fg       e . P  

pr e       ł       K      pr e                          r    e                      e     . 

    f       r       eg , pre   e   E       R      p    ł       gr ż    p  e         

  r   e      r     re  g          p łe  e     e,         e  e       r  ą  ł    . W r      

pr  p    eć, że    ż      e     r      r       e       ł   g r ż                  2    5 

   .       e   T  ż        , K rg         U  e       ,    r   p       e  r                

       . P   r  e   że           ć, że                    ł  p       R    ,   r     ą e  

  ł         rep     e 201. D       Z e          ą,    re        e   e      e p e     e 

 fg     -   ż    e  gr         r e e P   ż. T   e        e   ł   ś      ż         ł 

granicznych nie zapo  eg ł  pr epł              fg         (  e    e    e        ą     

  gr że  e,     e         ść              e    er  ). P                 p   e      

  peł  e           reg             e  e  e p e  e     , R          ł        e          

r e       eg  peł  e     e  r   . Pre   e   R        ść          r e     ł                  

      ł       r ą           er     C             Z e          . Efe  e    ł  pr        e 

  p       e R          rg  e  p         e p e  e     ,     e    e  e   ż   ą    e    ą, że 

201.          e   pr eż r     r p  ą,    e  f           r  ść         e     r         .        

    r        C        ,    r                  r         r                     

    ł               g . Pe     f        ł            p   że  e 14 p   er          

   ż    e    r ż  gr      e ,      że 3  e  r         e   ,  e  r    re   g  eg ,      że 

p er   e                  eg                ere  e      Ce  r   e . Z    e    er     e 

 rg      ą   T  ż        e   r    e (   2004 r   )    e r  W p łpr    Reg       ,   

   r       e      ą  eż       ge      K          , K rg      , M  g    , P           

Uzbekistanu. 

 ą      ą     T  ż       e  K rg        e   gr             e ż   e  r          e  e 

 e p e  e           Ce  r   e . T     g  rep            e   ł       r   e  pr r         

p     e  reg             e        e,       ł            e  ć. W           e  e     gr ż    

 e              e    r   ,       że       ą               ą e       re        r    

pr  gr      e   T  ż       e ,   p  ł ż     r     eż  pr e  eg gr     ,   reś   ą   
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  r  e       p         p   e . N        e         ł    ż   e   r    e       rć     ł    

   ż      ,   e     e          e  r eś    2022 roku i to podczas obrad Szanghajskiej 

 rg         W p łpr    (  W)   ł   e pre e e     . B    e       ł    r   e   ą r    

M               f     e    p śre      e   pr     e      ł  UBZ,   e     pr e     ł. 

R         ł      e   e     f        „     e  ” gr       ,     e   gr że  e     ł       

   e         e           ą p     . Kre     pr p     ł    pr     (  r       UBZ) 

 e      ,   e ż      e   r     e       ł       ere         ą pr p     ą. Z p          enia 

pre   e    R         gr      e   gr że  e  pr        egr      p łe  e          ł  ł    , 

   r    że   pe   ć     e p e  e     . T       e    ś e     e      r   er             

           pr             r   r    . Z    e  pre   e       r Ż p r             , że 

p      pr r       e  p       B    e   M           e p    r   e D      e,    ą     e  

 p     p      ć pr        ść T  ż        . T            e   ą p e           ł     rą 

K rg       pr       ść R                  gr że   ,    ć   e    eż     e    ć   głeg  

  r      p      e  e p e  e      rep           er      ą  e      C   . W r   jeszcze 

  p    eć, że   2022 r    p  r   p er        p   ł      UBZ   e     ł      ć    e    

       e  e   rg        .     g  p   r e     ł   ć K rg     ,    r   e     9 p ź   er    , 

         e  pr e      r  p      e ,        ł ć    e   . N e f         p    e    ł 

   f       T  ż       e ,         r     ż    ś    p     e        ere  rep         ł 

   ż      . T    r           ś  e    ą    UBZ          p      e       r       r   ł      

 pł    Kre       e    K rg      e. 

W     r    e   e           ge p        e    g   e  R            e     K         . T  

                  g      rep       reg      e        e p   ą       R   ą g  p   r      

politycznie. Dodatkowo skuteczna i wi                  ł  UBZ  e        pr e  

prezydenta Kassyma-Ż   r   T    e   p       r  r                 2022 r    p gł   ł  

    eż  e  e           M            ż ł   r    e    r  e   p    ś   p      . N e   e     

 ł ś  e K           e                r     e  p        Kre   ,      g  p   r        

ramach EUG, j     p           .   ż   2014 r    pre   e   P          ł   e   e            

     ą                  e     Kr   . N e       ł  eż  p    e   eg  p p r    p           

U r    ,                . rep      ł g     e        e   e .     e   e  , że K          

   r    ł     p       gł            NZ     p   p e  e  R    ,   e   e          , że p  

         ep   e     ł     Kre   . Wr    pr e     e, K        e         e     e     ą 

 pr   , że p  U r    e   gą   ć    e          re ,       r   R     „     e         ” 

      r        e     e    ś   (p     30-pr  . p p       rep      ). W         łe           
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         e   że     e p      ć        r e p   p e  e R    ,              ł       f       

p ł        ą    e ,       r  rep         e  e   g           reg           ł    

  e   ep      e. Z       „p  ś          r  e”, pre   e   T    e     r ł   r  

  e   e   r  e  p          gr      e    r     eg e pr       e  p         e p e  e     ,   

   re         ą r      gr    ą C      r   T r   ,     pr    ł ś     e         e, że 

r    eż U    E r pe    . 

 

Kazachstan koryguje militarny kurs 

W marcu 2022 roku pre   e   T    e   gł   ł pr gr   N    K         ,      r   

   reś  ł r            ref r   e    r     ,   r        fer e  p łecznej, administracyjnej, 

g  p   r  e ,        e p e  e     . Pr ż        ć            e   e     e  e     r    

R    ,       p      e            ef     e pr    ł    r        . K          r  p   ął 

  er       r    ą   e   e   r  ą        ść p        ą,    re  gł       p         ą 

    r , Pe      Br   e  . T       e ,       ł           p   r eg       g    e    

 e    r  eg     e    r  eg   e p e  e     . D   R     K           e     e     e   ż  , 

     rep            g             r   e  r          e          e,    ą   „ r     ”         

Ce  r   e       e      er     p ł        ,     r           . W             p          e ą 

 ł gą    6500    gr     .           ś       ść   gr że        e   e  e  ą  e        

niestabilnym i nieprzewidywalnym mocarstwem nuklearnym i   e   e  e  ż ł     r eże  

         ł  destabilizacja Gruzji w 2008 roku           Kr   6     p ź  e . 

Jednak d p er     r g e  p ł   e 2022 r   ,                e      p        R        

U r    , K                ł   re         ej doktrynie militarnej z 2017 roku,        ł      

    „ ł ś   ą   p   e   ą       e   gr że      r     ”. Z           ł   f       e 

 gł     e   p ź   er     pr e        er       r      p  p    e pr e  pre   e    T    e  . 

      ś  e   e                 f       e         e p   r eg     p ł    eg   ą        

g  r      e p e  e        r       UBZ    p  e      eg   gre  r . N  e     r     e 32 

    r    p     ł       p  , że „Rep       K             e      e ż   eg      re  eg  r ą   

      r g ”. M     e    e    e     e       „  r ś  e     e   ś    r         eg  r że   ” 

  „   r e     r         eg  r że                       f         ”. C         pr e e 

              gr że  e    er       ,    re   gą     e    e   er  ć   p  e    ł 
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ekonomiczny i militarny republiki oraz rozpowszechnianie dezinformacji i wrogiej 

propagandy. 

Wł   e K                   e     ą     e  pr   , że   ł  pr    p        e    gre    

      r      e      e      e  rep            Ce  r   e ,     e      p    ł             rą 

re    ą Pe    . Z r  e   e     M       e   f            gr że  e              ś   

f              p             e     ł     f r         . N e pr e r         e    ż    ś   

Kre          e  e          ep r                         śr      e    ś   r       e    

p ł       K          e. B ć   że pr                ł     ż    ł    e   e,     e        

  e     ś      p       e  pr    p   ł     pr e             „r         e ”,    r   gł   ł    

P e r p  ł          r e  e K        e               e  Rep       R       e . „Rep      ” 

     ł                      pr e  p      ,    r e     ł      „r         e ”  r f ł     

 re    . Teg    p      ł      p    ą        ef               f r      e       er      . W 

 e   pr e       ł                  gre       r     e 13     r    p     ł       p     

cyberobronie a w artykule 18 p   ł    „      ł    er e      ”. C ł ść     ł     

f               rg          e      r      pr e  K    e  Be p e  e      N r    eg . 

 

Zmierzch OUBZ? 

K           r     e        r        pr e  R      pł            Ce  r   e    ł  

p   ł   e    ż       2003 roku  rg         U ł      Be p e  e     e Z   r     (r  . 

Organizacija Dogovora o Kollektivnoj Biezapasnosti – ODKB). Od 2006 roku   ł       

 UBZ   ł     er  rep       reg    ,  pr     e  r   eg  T r  e       ,   e U  e       

     e    e   p   e    ł         2012 roku. Przez prawie 20 lat istnienia OUBZ 

p        ł           e      e        r   ,    r    e     g ż   ł           r  e   ż  e  

   f    ,  gr       ą      ą        ść      r        ć    e              r   

p  gr e           fer      ł      e     rg         pr e   re      ą „  er       ”. 

     ą    pr       eg   pr    e     pr    ś           ł    p      e r  r       

K          e.             r e   rg                  p         ł re g        per     eg  

(ros. Kollektivnye Sily Operativnogo Reagirovaniya – KSOR), utworzonych w 2009 roku, 

p    er   ł  reg      ą p  r e     r              eg                 eg ,     r  e  

       ł  p       R       reg    e. T           ł   eż  e    e  e e       r – Moskwie 

  r       eż ł                   e  pr   e     e       eg   fg            r    p    ł     
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 e   r    . B   e     R     pr e       gł   ł     ł        e    ś    p     e     fg         

pr e   r      er      ą   g     ś      pr e      pr e   UBZ r    g  r     

bezpiec e     .      e  r eś    2021 r    Waszyngto       e    e     f ł        eg  

p      ,      ł     , że R       e  e       g           e        e             pe   e    

 e p e  e        reg    e. 

 pr     fg           e   ł  p er   ą,   e   pe  e    p   ż  e   ą     ą       er     

 UBZ. W  eś  e  R         e    e        ł      e     e  pr        g ż         ł 

 rg            e   pr   r  e     p        K rg      e,     re   ą f        e  p     ł      

    r          er e           r e   UBZ                     gr że     e    r  eg  

p         ł        eg . Tr    e    ł      ś  ć    f      r e    -  er        r    

K r     ,   e      ł          f           Kre              e   gr       . P      e 

potraktowano wspomniane starcia kirgisko-   ż    e. W            e   e  e      UBZ 

 ł  ł       eż  gre    e     ł     R        r     (  e    P ł       )     U r    e (Kr  ), 

    ą    r             ep     rep       e  r               . W    e    , że ś  er e     

    e      r     rg           ł         U r    . Ż   e   p        ł             e p p rł   e  

 gre   ,    ć     e p   p ł .   e    er  e  R    ,      g  r      e p e  e                     

  reg    e      ł    p e   e  r        ,    r             e     e   ł   e    ( eś    e    e 

    eś p      ł )     e        f         UBZ. 

Potwierdzeniem bankructwa Rosji i OUBZ     e      e p e          ł    p      e 

anulowanie przez Kirgistan zaplanow         10 p ź   er     2022 r    ć    e  

                 e  p        f      e  pr       . W e e  eż        ł  e re        rg    -

r                r      e         pre   e    Ż p rowa w nieformalnym szczycie 

W p       N ep   egł    P       r    r                ż   e      pre   e  e  P        

okazji jego 70-      r     .  e     eś  e    epre  er E  ł B    ł     p     ł, że 

  ł         K rg          UBZ  e            e   e  r      e,       ł   e ć    e   e   

 p        e    ąż  r   ą       f    e  gr           T  ż       e .             

    r     ł pre   e   R     ,    r   p    ł       Wł     re  P    e      pre e   e 

 r    ł     r er    Z  ł g                        . Tr                   ć        

B    e      e  r    ść e e          r    r  g   ć  p r ,    reg  p      e pr e  Kre   

  pr p     ł   ef r       eg  M Z   erg e  Ł  r  . 

W r       ć, że   ć    e  N e          e Br  er     2022     f ł       eż  r e   ,   

   ą         f    e  gr             er e  ż  e . De              e       ć   r  e  



20 
 

 e  pr      Er             p      e     eś  e    er  ś    UBZ    e     f        

  r     K r      . P        UBZ    r e      e           eż f   , że R      e   p r   

 pr e   e  r          ś         r    . P        rg         (R    )     ł ł     r e    

    e e    e  p łe   e,      r            ł              p     e  e  rg        . 

     e    e p          e                        r          ą       re  g          ł         

 p       ł    g   e  e  e    . R      r e   pr     ć    pr     ć  r e    e             

 e p e  e      Le        Ner         ,    r      er   ł, że Er       e p r     M      

„  e    ą  re   e     er                      eg                  e   e     ”. C  ć 

f   e   e  , że R       e   p rł   r e             f     e,     e     re  g        

 fer    eg  pr e    ą „p r       e p e  e     ”   ł      r   e           ,   gł    

    e         ć   er e  ż      e            f     . 

       K rg         rg           ć    e    ł     r e  e   e  precedensu w historii 

  ep   egłe       Ce  r   e . Pr r        rep      ,            ł         g , p      ł      

R                      re      ł     f r   ś          UBZ. M      pr     ł  

r     ć                   ą       e  e ć    e    ł       eg  re g wania OUBZ Granica 

2022,    re   rg       ł T  ż       .  e           p    ł  R         e       er       

p r ż  ,    ć   e      pe       r  . W  r    e ć    e     D      e pr       pr e        e e 

U      e               r          e      r  eg          e     e p e  e         gr        

 fg       e . Tr       e  pr eć      r że   , że pre   e   R        rg       ł 

ć    e   ,         ć pr e  g  p        ą     pre   e  e  Ż p r  e ,   e    e     ł        

      e      e p e  e      rep      . 

P         e p e  e      T  ż               r   er   r ź  e   e   e   r   ,   r        e  

 UBZ      e     r   e    e  e   . K         pr e  ć    e       r      2022    rep       

pr    ł           pr            eg            e    gr         fg       e ,    r  

Waszyngton przekazuje Duszanbe w ramach Rezolucji ONZ nr 1540 (Narodowy Plan 

D   ł   Rep       T  ż        ).   er     e    p  r  ą    ż       p gr             

         r ,  pe     ą     eż    r   ą,   p   że  e    pr     e     per           r       

g r   ,      że pr          e        ł       g r            r e p        p   er   e, 

        e           . D           er         pe     ś   pr     ą      e         ł g  

 pr      ł      ą eg     r     e pr e       e eg                  ( p.  p     )  r   

   er  ł   r            h. 
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T  ż         e       eg    e   gr ż            err r        e           ą  e    r  ą  e 

  r    f     e                          .     f       r       eg   r    rg         Te r  -e 

T       T           (R    T          T  ż        e).  e       e e e      e p e  e      

g  r       eg  pr e  R   e   r       UBZ  e     p        201.          r   ć    e    

       e. W    e      e    , że D      e   r     r   e              per        e   fer e   

Pe   e    W     g   e ,   ż   M    ą. P    er       r   ą e     g ż     e C     e 

          e    e p e  e    gr      T  ż            fg       e   r   r   ą         

  er       e  p             e . T   pr    , że   r      e p        UBZ   rep     e, 

   ć    ąż        e ,   że   r   e    ć         Kre    pr   e       e. 

Pre   e   P       pe  e    ł ś       ść, że       ą  U r       pr                e     

                 e   rg                Ce  r   e . N e  e                  ą   , że       

B  ł r ś p p rł      ł     M     ,           p      łe rep        pr     e        ł  

 e  r   ą p          e     f          e p   p ł   gre   ,   e  eż   r ź  e            ł      

   M      p         e        e      ż   e    r           e, r    eż g  p   r   .  eś        

              Kre        ł      p r  e  UBZ        e pr e      U r    e     r   e     

pr e     ł. N  e    rr       r         Kr   e          e  e, że         p ł   ep      e 

r                   e      e er    ,      ł    g  r    e pr e  p      łe p       

  ł        e. T  p    er       e  e  e   e. P er   ą  e        ą e   euznawanie w Azji 

Ce  r   e            er   r        R       U r    e,          „           e”.   p      ą  e  

p        e     e  r   e p      g    ż    ś                 r . 4,    r   e   p      ą    

   er e      rg           pr  p       gr że     e  eg    p        ł          . Dr gą   ś 

 e     r     r   e      e  e  e  że  e      e     UBZ      f     e    reg      eg  

    e    e p e  e     .         e   r g e   e  e      ą   ż    r   e    e e p e   e     

R    ,     e               r   p      reg         er            gr       gą     

       ć p      e  e p e  e             Ce  r   e . W pr     e  e          że  e   

C      , T r  ą   U  ,             e    e       re            Kre      pr egr  e  p      . 

 

Dlaczego nie SOW? 

Dr gą  rg       ą                g    ą      pe        reg      eg   e p e  e       e   

  p            g        rg         W p łpr   ,       re     eżą    er      r     

atomowe – C    ,     e, P          R      r      er    p       e  r                rep blik 
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(bez Turkmenistanu). Fundamentem do powstania w 2001 roku tej teoretycznie 

   p   ż  e   e   rg               r e    g  p   r  e     ś  e  e   ł  p   ł   e    ż       

1996 roku    .     g      e  p ą    (R    , C    , K         , K rg        T  ż     an). 

Ce e   e    ef r    e  gr p    ł  pr e e            reg       e  pr    gr            

rep       r     pr       e    e    e p e  e      reg      eg     p r            er   ą 

  p łpr   . 

   p   ą        eg       e      W       ś e pr            ł    ć f larem 

 e p e  e      reg      eg ,        eg      ł   ł   r       R       C   .    p   ą    

  ł   e          e, że   g    e  e  e p e  e           e   e       e   e r       e pr e  

M        Pe   . T ,    łą   ł      p      ,      e   ć                  er          

 pł       reg    e.              e   W      ł   p r e     r e   gł       f   r   : 

  pe         e p e  e      reg      eg , r            p łpr    g  p   r  e    re         

  p                        ł       e    p           . 

Przez kolejne lata, aż    2017 r   ,   W p grąż ł          r    e  p           

p gł     ą        r   ź     e          ąże      C      R    . P        r     

  e        e prefer   ł      r       e  rg                eś         p łpr    

g  p   r  e , p       ą  R          ść        e      ł      e  fer   e p e  e      

reg      eg . W       e Kre     ł   r   e       ere         r        r      łą   eg     er  

polityczno-      r eg    reg    e,        pr e       ł    ł         C   . W  e           

M           ł        pr     ć  UBZ. Pr eł             W    ł   ć r   2017, g   

  ł               ł         e  e     r           e – Indie i Pakistan. W istocie te 

per   e    e   ł    e  r  e,         ą e    gr               p r   K     r,   e     ł  

ż   eg     eg    pe   r       eg   rg        . R    eż pr      e   p   e    ł      

Iranu w 2022 roku    ł       e  e           e    ł ż ł   e    e    egr           e         

      p       ą eg     p                 Z e          . 

     R        U r       ł       W     r e  e   e pre e e      . P  raz pierwszy 

p         ł        e  e p        e          ł     e p      ,     ł  ą  peł        ą 

     . N e             ś  e      e          r    r          reś        p ść.       ś  e   

p          e    Kre      e   ą p         e        ą   ł    peł e p p rcie ze strony 

p      ł      ł        W     r              ł  . W       e ż   e   p        ł           

  e p p rł  R    ,    pr     r    eż   e p   p   ą   e      p          e         ą  peł e 

re er       ep    e  e   łą        ą. Tr e        r   ć    g   a pewne prawne implikacje 
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r       e   gre   ,   r      e      r fe         gł   e    pr e  Kre             er   r    

        ś   R    .  eś        pr   ąć r          rr          er e  e  r      r      e     Kr   

                  ł       W          p      ł      ł             e e      p r   . W 

      e pr   e  „ per      pe     e ”   U r    e  f       e       W   e      e e. W    e    , 

że ż   e   p        e pr e                r  p        „ fe     ” pr e      R      e e  

     e     e       pr e           ł  . D   ł     p        ł            gr      ł      

 e    e              p   eg                 zczycie w Samarkandzie w 2022 roku 

  r ż  ą eg   r         ep           e  e   e  e             r     e erge     eg    

ż    ś    eg        łeg  g    . 

Szczyt w S   r      e p    er   ł  e     p gł     ą       r   ź            R   ą   

C      . Pe    gr     p   r      e R     „    r p    e”,    p  r e   e  e        e 

g  p   r  e    p        e   e         Z e          . N e             e    , że      e     

g    ł      ż ą       r    ą       pre   e    P     ,   ł          ą,    r    er     

       e p    .          ł      p           U r    ,    r    pr      ł     pr     e    

           R       B  ł r ś  r     e           ł               e,        e            e  

ekspansji gospodarczej w ramach Inicjatywy Pasa i Szlaku (BRI). 

N                  e,    r      ł       2023 roku     ł p er     ,      r      e       

            ł   r      e (  -   e), R     pr     ł  pr ef r    ć f r  ł  p śre   eg  

  p r                   ł  ,       e ś  e                       e    p łpr    p      

  ł          . Pre   e   P                 ąp e    p   reś  ł       ą r   ,    ą   W 

p         gr   ć   pr e       ł     „ pł      e    r    ”,       pr e e           

„ e    r             , pre      pr         ”. Z r         e,       C       e       ł  

 e     e                p er     R    ,  gr       ą             er  e      p  r e  e 

              p łpr           e     e      g    e   r   p   ą    g  p   r     . W 

pr     e            f      pr                      W     ł R    ,           r   e  

      eg   p  e       e             „pr        ”,    rą  re   ł  erg e      g     

 p              r     r    p        ł nkowskich SOW w kwietniu 2023 roku. Szojgu 

p   reś  ł               ż        e p e  e      reg      eg  (     Ce  r   e )  e   

   ep                    r                  K rg      e   T  ż        e  r   „r          

 e                    f r         p     e p e  e            r eg   e  ą r    W”. 

P       gł       gr         W,     r    eż  dystansowanie czterech centralnoazjatyckich 

rep         r          pr  e     p gł   e          r e     per     pr        e pr e reś   



24 
 

e e       ść p            p r      W                ł     U r    e.       ł ś  e Kre   

               p     pr     ł pr ef r    ć,    ą  ś       ść p    p  ą eg    ł   e    

      r eg     e    p er  e                    eg   pr            eg  U r    e. C  ć 

                 C          ąż p    e   e   ć,      pr  p       W        ere    ą 

p   r  e    eż e – potrzeba przeniesie    śr        ż  ś   f               rg          e 

sfery militarno-p        e       p łpr    g  p   r  ą.       ś  e    r    eż     r       

R               pr        e     ś    e  re   pe       e   r   g  p   r      

spowodowanych zachodnimi sankcjami, ale   r  e  p         ł   e ,  eś       e     e  

 e    e Kre      ł,    p er         e    e p e  e           W            e      e  

    ą e  r       e   fer e. D        ,   er  e      ł   M         f r    rg         

p    er     e  p    p  ą ą  ł   ść g  p   r  ą, p        ą         r ą,    r   p    p  ,   

   e  regre     fr    e   r       , pr        e  p          rg  e  pr  e    p      

       ą       ł   e   W. C r    r    e       e     eźć R       e   e    rg        ,    r  

p    pł  e  Pe        p         e          gr     reg      eg    g      eg .      ć 

      e   p   e  ś      e  e   ł                e     r      e     er    p   e ś  e 

 eg     e               e                       ł ż         R    ,      pr     e   e 

  e  e      e    ą żą      pr e ł  e     p        p  e           r        e      . 

 ś      e  e       eż  r   e           ć        g  ł    ł    W     g       pr e  Pe   , 

że     e     e   r     gr       ą e             ł    ś   g  p   r  e  p     e pr e  U   

   e  P        r      p     ą      e   e          p   p e  e    ł       rg        , 

ge er  ą     40 pr  . ś      eg  PKB. 

 

Kreml wobec wyzwań w sferze bezpieczeństwa regionalnego 

We  r eś    2022 r       ł    e   e  p      e pre   e    P        pr e       ą    X  

Jinpingiem p                 W       r      e. We ł g  f      eg             

r       eg  Ur     Be p e  e      r             pr                ł  p gł   e    

  p łpr           e ,   ł          re   ć    e              r   reg   r               

na wysokim szczeblu. Se re  r  Ur     Be p e  e     , M   ł   P  r   e , p    er   ł, że 

„   e   r      g    ł  p gł   e  e   p łpr           e ,   p       ć    e    p  r   ,   

   że        e                     e            ge er      ”.   r              ł  

  r   e  p  ś  ąg  wa w wydawaniu oficjalnego komunikatu z tego spotkania, co zapewne 

  e   gł       ć pr e     e    Kre   . Z ł       p    ść  p   r   ą        P      
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   ł                  e  repr  e       X     p  g ,    r    r   ł  r               e 

skutki wojny w Ukrainie       łeg  ś     . 

Z r   M          er     Pe         e        e p e  e        ł   g  łe , że Kre   

    e       r     r   e                gr ż      r  ą  pł       reg    e. D           

U r     R      r      ł    g    e  e  e p e  e      reg      eg           ą   łą   ą 

   e  ,   e      e g   ą             g ż     e P        r    .     C           e 

wykazywali zbytniego zainteresowania aktywnym uczestnictwem w kreowaniu systemu 

 e p e  e      reg      eg . Te       status quo     ął      e        e   ć, gdy USA 

     e    e     f ł         fg        ,   R        e   ł  U r    . Te        r e    

        ł  pr           Pe    e        Ce  r   e , że Kre     e  e           e        e 

peł  ć r    f   r   e p e  e      reg      eg ,    r      że        ć re   e   gr że  e     

reg    . W  e           Pe         ł             p r   e    r      er eg     er    r    

pr             e  e r    g  r      e p e  e      reg      eg . Z ł      , że     e   ł 

pr   e     e p e  e                           re         BR    C       e   gł      e 

p      ć    p r ż  . 

Kre   pr   ął p           r  ś       łą  e  e C      pr  e   re          eg ,      eż 

   er                    eg      e    e p e       .  p    ł      e         ść 

            ą p     ą X     p  g ,    r     pe  e    ł         e, że  f r      

  r         re        R            e ź e   e r    pr e  p       reg    ,     ep      e 

    ł       M     .   e  eż         pr          e   r       ł p                    

r       e   pre   e       er e    ś  ,    ż          r   e do oszacowania koszty, jakie 

p     ł          g  p   r        ą       gr     e  e                       C       

Europy. 

P       Pe       e    ł     g  Kre   ,      ł   ł  P         p        pr    pr   r  e    

    r     eg          R       reg    e   „   eż eg ”  e    e           e  e 

 e p e  e      reg      eg . P er      r   e    pr  e  e  eg   re         ł      r e  e 

reg      eg      e     r    p   e r  e ,    reg  r  e  e     ł    ć       ś  e r       e 

  ł  p   e r  e. P    ł  e    e   ł     ,     e    ż p r         eś  e  M         ł   ł  

 eg      r e  e   r         per         ł    p   e r                   ł      W p       

N ep   egł    P      (WNP).  e         ąg     e          e  p r    ł  p  p     e   2022 

roku p r     e      K rg     e ,      r                  ą r       e    oloty w 

   erż     e     2027 r        e K   . U        erż        er             
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              pr e ł ż           e  e 5    ,  eś   ż      e   r     e   p   e      . 

    e   e  , że   r    r        r   f     ł     p r    ienie dopiero w kwietniu 2023 roku, 

   ć pre   e   P       ż     p   2022 r      e  ł             r     r       pr   

  gr          pr     e  e r       e          rg         p   e            e    

rozszerzenia zakresu dotychczasowej obrony powietrznej ustanowionej w 1995 roku w 

ramach WNP. 

  e  ą   r    r   eg      e          ą  r        r :          e r pe     (B  ł r ś), 

         ( r e   )    e  r              (K         , K rg        T  ż       ). W       e   ł  

system funkcjonuje tylko na papierze, bowiem jeg    p e e         p     eg       

  r g      e     ł  p    f    pr  e   . W         ż       rep        e    p    e     

        e ,         e     pr e                gą       egr ć f       ą r      pr  p     

p     e          gr że    p   e r  eg . K rg         g  e   e                      ,   

T  ż        p       4   e   e  er  L-39      r  ,    r    pr                   p       e  

   egłeg    e        re          e   e  ą                    ,              -

 re   g     . K     r f    e   g ą   r    eż          e    pr e             . K rg      

   p    e         g     e       e         ł r           e       e   -powietrze 

Peczora-2BM.     e      ż    e p       ą            e    e       Z RR. T      e    ł  

r       e,       r     p er ł           r    r ,              e   ą   r    ł    e        e    r   

p             U r    e,      r    r        g  p   r   (pr e   ł         )   e  e     

     e re   pe     ć. 

 e    e pr e   gre       U r           ł     , że R       r    ł    pre e   e    

W     g        ą    ą        pr e         e   p      f  ą            fg         

  er       . W  e   p           ł            ą p        e   eg  g  r     

 e p e  e             Ce  r   e                    r e  e   er  eg           eg        

obronnego. Kluczem do realizacji tych pl       ł   e     p r     e  e   K    e . T  

      e,      g        ąż ż  ą,          e    e   ć  fg            R      p   gre      

latach 1979-89,       ł        ł  re   e. D         p  pr e       ł       K      pr e  

                                    .     f       r       eg , r       e p        

  p         e   f r      ł      p  e          e e             . P           

   p       , Kre     e      ł        p      e    p   ą       e     2023 r    akcji 

  p         e ,        ą      ł że   , że  r g    R      ą                   ,           

        e p  r e   ą    e   eg    p r     eś      ą   r    ć        ł    .  e      e   e  
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r               r  D   r    Ż r         efe   fg     eg  M Z    re  C    M        

  ł    e        pr     e p e  e     ,   e r    eż        ge p                p łpr    

gospodarczej. 

N  Kre                e  pr              e    . P er   ą   ł  „pr ż   ”       e  e 

 e p e  e      p      f       er      ,    re  R       e    ł        peł  ć p      

           p   e   . Dr g    ł         U r    ,    r  pr        e   ł      e p      ł 

R        f      e   r    rep       e  r               .  r    e   r     eg      e   

 e p e  e     ,    r       er  e   ł                   ge p        e      g ł       

wzmocnienia wizerunku Moskwy w kategoriach militarnych, stopniowego odzyskania 

   f     p r  er    r                  e  peł e  p r że          U r    e. P   e  ż 

 UBZ     W                 eś  e  p         e       ł          eg   e  ,   C     

     ł       p r e      p łpr      R   ą,       e   ą  p  ą     Kre      ł  p      e 

samodzielnej inicjatywy budow      eg      e  .   ż    2014 r    Rosja organizuje 

reg      e           e p      e       ą e  fg        ,      r       e      ą   ef   e 

M Z     r       .  e p e  e       fg        , C   ,  r   , R    , T  ż        , 

Turkmenistanu i Uzbekistanu. Na ostatnim spotkaniu w Samarkandzie uczestnicy wydali 

  p   e  ś      e  e       ą e r ą    K           peł  e          ą     pr e  

pr e       ł    ,     r    eż  e                   e  e                 r że            

          U  . W r     r   ć    g , że   pr         pr e  M      pr  e  p          e 

  g ż  e     P       ,    r          2023 r          ł    e            e    r         

  e    r           e    pr    ł ś    fg        ,      ą   e      ło konstruktywne i 

f        e   e  e e      ą e    pr  e   p      eg . 

W wydanym w marcu 2022 roku dokumencie o kierunkach polityki regionalnej, Kreml nie 

  r   ł, że f     e        e e e  e   e p e  e                ś     reg    e  e   

 fg       .       eż zawarta w dokumencie sugestia o potrzebie budowy partnerstwa i 

   egr     e r          e ,    re  f     e         ą  UBZ,   W   EU . T         r      

          r ź        r R             ł         r    e   r     eg      e     

    r       e     ąg   ć       rg        ,   e  eż pr e e                      e  p       

R             er . W r    eż   r   ć    g     pr   e         e  „  e      ś  ”     r   e  

         90.      p   ą    XX   .  r    e   r   e p e  e     . W                        

   ł    e   e ge p        e       ,    re pr       ł         p                       

reg            g         ,       re żą     e   p           rg           e   ł  
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przygotowana. Chodzi tu nie tylko o niestabilny Afganistan, zamieszki w Kazachstanie, 

      gr      e         r e        er e  ż  e    K rg     e    T  ż       e . P     ł  

        e    peł  e    e   gr że   ,    e     r     e r      e   p  e    ł       r     W 

     UBZ,     e         ą   e  e                    :   r     r   e           e 

niedobory wody pitnej,  ł g  r  łe     e    pr e        gr       p            p. T  

       e   r     ż                p łe           e       r                       źr  eł 

e erg        r   f r      g  p   re      er               e   e  r    ś  . K   e  e   ą 

   ą       ś  e   p       e    r  e  r     r      ś  e   r   gr      e. W         e ś  e 

         e r             e   e p e  e     ,  p r         e       r e ,               

 pr     ć,   e      e     e    e ł g   e  e          e  e                        ł  ą     

negatywne zjawiska. 

N       re           e    e p e  e      R      e     peł  e   epr  g       ,    

p    er    ą   p      e    eś  e     f       r e    -azerski i kirgisko-   ż    . 

D                 e     g ż     e       r e   U r    e pr        e   rg        e 

zdol  ść M               eg  pr e       ł                 r     ą     e p e  e        

        ść      Ce  r   e . R       e   r      że  eż      ć      p r  e  e   r    rep      

 e  r                pr   re rg             e    e p e  e     ,     e  p        e    ć 

 f       e            ł                  U r              ł   e  r    ść    f r    NZ,    

     ł  p   r eg ć M           re   e   gr że  e.       ś  e p       p     eg       

rep         e  Kre     e    r ż        ,    p e  g                 re      (Kirgistan), po 

  e   ć                e (U  e      ). 

Z p          e    reg      e    r  eg   R          ż  e   ą rep     ą  e   K         ,   r     

 gr   eg   er   r   ,  e p śre   eg   ą  e     , re      e      ż  ś           eg  

poziomu rozwoju gospodarc eg   r  ,      r          e, pr   e 20 pr  .      ł     e    ś   

rosyjskiej w 18 milionowej populacji. Postawa Astany jest jednak dla Moskwy coraz 

         pr   e e . P er      gr       ł   e   e   2014 r   , g       e    pre   e   

N r  ł    N   r   e        ł           e     Kr   . R    eż  ść    ere           e 

p gł   ł            e          e    pr e       ł     pr e  K      -Ż   r   T    e  . 

W e   r    e K               ł p   prą  r       e  p      e   r      EU          ś  e 

      ł         „rep     ” ł g     e        e   e . W         pr e  r eg   e pr e         

                    r   p      e   ereg   r       er   ą       r        pr e   ł 

pr        e          ą    rep         gr                         pre   e    P     .      
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pomimo wsparcia jakieg      e  ł pre   e   wi Tokajewowi w styczniu 2022 roku, 

 ł          e  rg      ą        ł  ą        ge    UBZ,        ł  r   e   e        e 

r  r       p łe           gr że    p   e    ł  e p e  e     . 

R       e   że  eż      ć          ą   p łpr    p      ł    rep     . T r  e       

        e  e  r    ść,    ć     eś     e re      g  p   r          p łpr      pr e  ś e 

  r  e        ą            e     gr        r     eg         . Kre     e   że  e     

     ć    p r   e  e pr e              g   eg             r e    łą  e                 

   eg      e    e p e  e      reg      eg . T  ż         e     r        e  p   ą     

      r  e   C      ,    re  ą      ere     e   r      e              f    e     fg           

            ł      eg         g . W         D      e   r          e   r        p      

W     g    ,    r  pr    ł         e  per              ,  rg      e   p  r           

  r           e r             ,      że      r      p   że  e        e ( pr    

 r   ). N   ere  e rep         e  e  ą    pr     r       e   ł  – 201. Dywizja 

Zmechanizowana, optoelektroniczny kompleks Okno oraz grup lotnicza w bazie Ajni, to 

 r       e  ć     r e           r  ść      ą,   ł          e  p       ą           f r      

     p    e  re              ł   pr er               fr      r       (  ep    er        

 f       e pr e  Kre  ). K rg     ,    ć pr    ź  e               e  R    ,   e pr e        

      e    ł       e .  r      rg      e     ł     ł       r        pr e   r  ł   pr   . W 

          p ść g  p   r     r    pr        e e       e      e       er       . W        e 

 e           e  K rg          e        r e    ł     e  e        erż       r           ł   

p   e r            K   ,    ć    ą       ą pr e  e     re                       . 

Dr gą      K           rep     ą,    r    gł      gr   ć        ą r            

r             e  e  e p e  e       e   U  e      .   ł               e  r   e p ł że  e   

gr    e  e            rep          r    r  e ,      że           e r       ą       

g  p   r            sza populacja. Jednak od 2012 roku, gdy prezydent Karimow 

  e      ł        e       p     e     UBZ, re    e     p      p       ą   ść   ł   e. 

C  pr     Kre        pre   e             M r     e     r  ś          ł           EU  

i OUBZ, to w obecnej sytuacji gospodarcze    p        e  R    ,  e      ż       ć    

   r ż         e e    . M     e   r    p          gr        T    e     e          e 

       e     ąże  e      r          g    e  r      g   pł     gr     g         . N e 

  ł              ere  e pre   e    M r     e   p  p r ą       e     R         e       
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 e p e  e     ,      gł               pr eł ż ć    r ż e f r   p        eg    

gospodarczego nacisku. 

 

Konkluzje 

Re      ą ,                                 ąże      M           ł     e     eg      

niej wyzwania, j      e     r      e  pł       reg    e,      r   pr e  p     200     

 pr     ł    ep    e  ą  ł    .        e        f     ł    p        r   e    fer e 

 e p e  e     ,    e e            re   ł  R           ą  U r    . W     e  e     

              f r  ł   e p e  e      reg      eg   p r       UBZ   e pr      e       e  

r e        ś  . Pr   ł        eg        r e      ż      ż ć.  e             e     r    

   f        r   gr                   ł    e   UBZ:  r e  ą     p er     pr e  T r    

  er e  ż  e ,  r g   e      ą      f                    ł        UBZ, K rg     e    

T  ż       e . W     pr  p       R         ł         ep  e r    ą    e   e   g ż   ć     

     f    ,     eg      e     ł            er      rg        . 

Kolejnym obszarem jest walka z terror   e ,    r   e       r        gr p         

 ep r                 r    e     ł        . U     e pr e  R       ep   egł ś   

  p             eś  e  „rep     ” ł g     e        e   e      er  gr     ,     e     ł     

gr p  p łe           e            gą   ć      e     ep r         e,               ć 

  gr że  e             ś   p         ł        eg      ą  ć           e    ś  ą re      

 UBZ. K  e       er    ą      pr   e e   e    pr     gr p      err r          . 

R    ,    r          e  e      ł                nie ugrupowania za niebezpieczne dla 

 e p e  e      reg      eg        ł         r   e          , g      e  e rep            ł  

    ą    ć re    e   r ą  ą       K              .  e    e pre   e   R         ąż 

 e   r  e  r g ść    e              gr p      fg       . M       r      ł          

      r g  ,        e    e     e   r e  e   pr egr  e              e p  inwazji na 

Afganistan w 1979 roku. W obecnej sytuacji Rosja jest zmuszona do rewizji swojego 

                 ą      re               e ,  eś     e    e      ć   p             rg  e  

reg      e  p         e p e  e               e    p     ł     ł   e  UBZ. Z    ż  nym 

 e  , że     r eś    2021 r   ,        p     e     fg         pr e    er      , R       e 

  pr     ł  ż   e    r  eg      e   eg  p          eg     eg  r ą  .            e 
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pr epr      ł  pr                     r     e p e  e       UBZ       e    ą         

  r     . 

           pr   e      ł    ł , Kre     e      ł       p ść    U r    ,    e   

   ąg         e                    r  ś  . W       e  e  r     p       ł       r f  

  p         ą            R      śr        ż  e       gr     g          (    łą  e  e  

C           ),  r       Pe    ,    re             p      ł  re         g          p      

g  p   r       r     r       f     rep       e  r               . W     e  e    ,    ś 

R               e e  rg          e p e  e     ,    r    e  e          e re g   ć    

  gr że   ,      e                  e   ef      ,      r   e   p   r eg    pr e   e  

p      ł      ł      (  że  pr    B  ł r   )        gr że  e         eg   e p e  e     . 

 eże   R       e     e         p r  e  e p e  e      reg      eg       W      e      

      e pr       e        p r ż       e      ś      peł  e    r           e  eg  g  r    . 

Wzmocnienie militarnej roli SOW      e r          e  e   r  e  Kre        er     

        er   eg      e    e p e  e     ,      r   gł   ą r       ą   gr   ł  C    ,   

   że P       ,     e,  r  ,      e  T r   . T      r    r ,      re  M      peł     rg       

r         r     p      ł   ść  e    ł   r            e p      ł    gr      e         ś  e   e 

do zaakceptowania na Kremlu. 

R          pr e     e   e ,      ąż ć    re           UBZ,      eż   pr p     ć    ą 

  r    r   e p e  e     , p   ł  ą             e    ść    g     e              ł    e 

ge p             reg    e      ś  e  e. D      ,      ,       r              ą       

pr       ł . Re rg          UBZ      e       p   r  ł    e    ,     e  f     e    e   

przygotowany –      ,    re    r       ż            ć,      że   ś      e ie w 

 rg             p       ć    e              r       eg ,               r      eg  

 pr   . 

Re             r   f r       UBZ      ą  rg             g ł           e            

U r    e          ep e         łe   e         ł       e   rg        .       ś  e      ł    

     ć  peł    e  r          e   r    ,    re p       ą    ś    fer e     r     . P  p er   e 

U r          ł         g    ć       ą  e      , p   r g e R          ł        eć      

pr  e    p   ą     ć   p   r e  e M        ł    g            f nie z okupowanych 

     r   U r    ,   Kr  e   łą    e. T          e, że         Kre      e   p ś      

    eg   p   r e   . Z    ł  pr    p     e    eż   eż     ć pr e      pr e  M      r    
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lidera w budowaniu relacji politycznych i gospodarczych z Kabulem. Pr e     ą  e      

   ć    r        r  e    re  g   e       ,      że    ąż     e p   r eg   e M           

 gre  r . T            e  e           ge p        e    ż   pr   ąć, że R       e          

       peł  e  e r e       e  r       er    g  r         e    e p e  e     ,            e   e 

pr epr     e  e   e     e  ref r    UBZ. 

Z egr           er  e   UBZ   ł     r   e         r e       e   rg            gr      

   re ,         p    ,     R             gł    gr   ć     e         ą r   . T   e       

prakt  e        ł        e    ść  łą  e        rg            eg      r    ,    re 

          ł     pł    r       e,   e          ą     e  gr      ł ,             e   e   

pr  p       W. N   r                        ą      r           e,      r    R     

utrzymuje    re re    e,            re  e    per            e . Włą  e  e             e  

 r    e   r   e p e  e     ,    e     e     p        e  e  P           C    p     e  

  r    r      gł      eć  e     f     e        p        e     M     . W   e  e    r    

trudne           g  p   r  e    p        e , R              ł ć   r       r ż  e,       e 

  pr      ć       ł   e    re        C      . Pe    p  r e   e M            e  

r  gr   e  e         Z e          ,   e   e  ż       r   ,     M      p  r e   e Pe    . 

Ros      pr p         gł      ć     ą       Ne  De   ,     e   ł ż ł           e    

p          e  C      P        . Z r  e   e       ść r        ,    ż      że     e   e 

   ą  e p śre   eg       p     reg                e   e    p    ą pr     ł  e      

polity     ,     g  p   r    ,         e    e re       ć reg      ą p        

 e p e  e     .  r  ,    ć   e   e     eś    re    e g  p   r  e   R   ą   e      e       ć 

  p   e     p r  ere                  e    e p e  e     . Pr e e             e   

p     e    e          ge p         e,     f            e         Z e              r   ą 

        ą,     ł          f     p  e       -  r e    ,      że  e   g      re  g       

  ł  pr    p     e  e       r  e        eg ,  ł g   re   eg  p r     e      K    e . 

Azja Cen r     p  r e   e     e    e p e  e     ,    reg     ą      e         ,    r g     

p r  er,   e     ł         f          e     ł  ą      .       ś  e  r        ś       eg  

p r  er ,     e    r           Z e       e,       C       e  ą     e      r      

kre          f              re                p r      r        ere   . N e   e ,       

ś  e  e R    ,            śr       ą         p          re  e g      e ,  e     e        e 

      e  p żą      p r  ere . W          UBZ    r   e     łe      e    e        w 

  er        re       f     e    p            e   e p e  e     ,    ć    e   g        



33 
 

  r       f      e  r                rep     . W   W  pł    r       e  ą    p      

  rg          e,         rg              e     pr e    ć                   ł       er nku 

     r  g  p   r  eg . N e           , że    e  r   ą       gr że           ,    re   gą 

    pr er    ć      f     g       ,       r   f   r  rg           eg  e   r f  .  eś      e  

R       e     e            r e  e  r    e   r     eg      e   p   ą         eż  ś      

          ć           ł        p        ą             ą       ł  pr  e  pr e  rep      . 

Pr   ł  e             ł     ł     ć            e      ł         U  e          EU      

pr        r e    „g    eg   r     r   ” R       U  e      e    Kazachstanem. 

Kre       eż r   e    e  e   e      e              e     e  p           r   e 

p r     e              . P  p er   e     e p r     e  e   ł           e   e  e e      ą e, 

    e          e   e  ą        e     r     ć   łeg   er   r     fg        ,   e        ć 

            f       r       eg ,       p   e      p  e           p     pr e  gr    e   

p              Ce  r   e   r           err r         . P   r g e R             e   e    

       e e       fer              ,    r     e   e  ą   ł        p r     e        ż   , 

              ł   e               p           re  e         r    e . W       e M      

  że    fer   ć  fg             p r  e   p         r      e erge                

 gr             re  e      g      r         pr e  ł     . E e         r    ą    e ,   

   r    re   ą                Kre   ,   ł    f         p r    p     R             e 

r r   ąg  T r  e      -Afganistan-Pakistan-Indie, ale to inwestycja bardzo kosztowna i 

   r      r     e          err r            e   r     gr p      r gich talibom. Obecna 

        ,      re        ł      R            e     e     p    ą   rg                p r  er  

politycznego, gospodarczego i militarnego w Azji Centralnej. Azja Centralna zaczyna 

p        ć  ł   e   r g  r            ąg               ś      e p e  e     . P    er       

  e   e   r    p                         rep      reg    , K             U  e       . 

  ł       R       e  e          e     e    e pr e        ć          ąże    ,     

  pr p     ć    er      e r    ą    e. N e           , że Kre   p g             r  ą 

   e           r    e     eg  „        ”. P          p   ś    ą,   że   e      ć     

   re           e  r        r      eg    per   e   eg    r          reg            e 

 e            ,      ł       g r       ż        e  r    e  dla Azji i Europy. 
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The interview was originally published in Polish in Układ Sił Nr 41 (4/2023), and with the 

consent of Układ Sił and Lauren Johnston, we are now presenting it in English. 

*** 

Patrycja Pendrakowska: What is the present demographic situation in China? 

Lauren Johnston: The headline is that China is now in a period of population decline. But 

this is also a logical consequence and expectation of the reality that China imposed a One 

C     P      f r  e r   f  r  e   e , fr   1980. M re ver, C    ’   eve  p e     r  eg  

itself appears weighted for this period of demographic change, too. 

 

What are the roots of this strategy? 

In the times of Mao, in the 1950s and 1960s, the strategy was to populate the country with 

babies. However, by the time Deng Xiaoping came to power, he realised that if the children of 

the Mao era were also to have 3 to 4 (or more) offspring, there would be an even more 

immense problem with securing jobs and food for everyone in China. The one-child policy 

was first announced in 1980 and implemented until 2015. But there was much more that 

happened around it than just family planning – they designed a long-run economic 

development model to cope with this now relatively fixed demographic trajectory. 

Specifically, China realized in the mid-1980s that there was no feasible growth rate that could 

bring China to become per capita rich before it was demographically old. This left China to 

attempt to devise a strategy for long-run development that would account for this. 

 

So, how did they answer this challenge? 

First, in the 1980s incentives were introduced such that China would become the factory of 

the world. They had to provide jobs for all of those mostly not well-educated citizens, that is 

the Mao children born in the 1950s and 1960s. And this is arguably also one of the reasons for 

opening up to the world and encouraging investments from abroad. This is what begun at the 

end of the 1970s and unfolded in the 1980s and 1990s, when China ended its policy of 

economic autarky. 
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To sum up, what are the main factors steering the Chinese demographic policy? 

Well, mainly a desire for Chinese people to live a high-quality life. The overall goal is to 

transition from a large poor population to a smaller better off one. As in any country, a high 

quality life means food, energy, labour and social securities and the long-run demographic 

policy targets that all Chinese will enjoy these to a good standard. 

 

What does it mean in practice? 

      ,     e           e   e C     P     ,     e       C    ’          fr    er ,       e  to 

 e p  r         fr       ‘pe     ’ p re         e gr     e e g  eer  r     er. T         ee  

the broad process happening in China, even if the binary categories are not so clear or 

extreme. It may be that the next, smaller generation can read where their parents were not able 

to, as a more breadline example. 

T e   p r     p                M  ’      e  re  re,    e   ve   fr     e 2020 ,        e e   r  

     C    ’  e           e      ge     e    e   e     fe er pe p e  f   r   g-age to be 

able to realise their elevated productivity potential and hence compensate for the loss of 

working-age population numbers and share. What I want to emphasise here is that it was 

p    e ,     perfe    ,        e    ,         ’   ee        ere         r    .   ’           easy to 

bring about the change. But it has been known for decades that this would be the challenge for 

  e 2020 . B      e  gr p    pr  e       fr     e 1980      C    ’  re  re e    ge   ve 

pointed to this without much uncertainty. 

 

What does it exactly mean to get rich before getting old in the case of China? 

There are a couple of angles to this matter. First, Chinese policymakers looked at Japan, 

Singapore, Hongkong, where people got rich before they became old. And they got worried 

that maybe they will not get rich before they get old. But, they did not see a regional 
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precedent for a country that got rich after getting old. It was not clear this would be possible, 

but China would need to forge such a pathway. To be honest, there was just no way that 

China could get rich before they got old. So, they designed this whole program to try to work 

around it, so that the next generation could get rich before old. 

 

In other words, it did not come as a shock to Xi Jinping’s administration that people are 

ageing, and the population is declining. 

This is what I mean. China knew it would need a more modest social security system than 

perhaps even its per capita income suggested – because China would still need to invest in its 

own development and not just in hundreds of millions of pensioners. What this means is that 

today in China, when you are old, on average at least, with the exception of some well-off 

urban workers you will not get a generous medical system and retirement plan. This means 

that you must also save privately during your working life and hope that your kids can get 

high performers so that they will get money and can support you in difficult moments. The 

way to secure their retirement was to use the most of their working age and also hope that 

their child is a high performer, or even able to secure a sufficiently elevated income to 

compensate for your own lower income from earlier times. 

 

What is the current target for demographic planners? 

  r  ,   e     ’       C    ’        fer       r  e    f    into the low-fertility rate trap and so 

they are seeking to set up tax incentives and to implement workplace changes that better 

support family life – e pe        f C    ’  gr     e            e        ve fe er      re  

than those less educated. Otherwise, they also need to be creative to ensure that the needs of 

C    ’   f           f pe     er       e  e  f  r      ,                 r p   g  r  er     g 

the economic modernization drive. 

Supporting both of those agendas will also take economic reforms. China needs to ensure that 

its highest performing younger workers can realise their productivity potential – as engineers, 

as AI scientists and web developers, and so on. They need to make sure that talented young 

people from less-well-off backgrounds can afford a home near their workplaces, are able to 
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send their child/ren to good public schools, and so on. Vested interests in elite urban frontiers 

can make this tricky, but those interests are also challenging overall productivity. A political 

economy tightrope. 

 

Does the situation differ across China? 

Certainly, Shanghai and Guangdong, Beijing – the rich urban frontiers, in these places most 

 e   r    ve   ff   e   pe           e       erv  e ,            C    ’  p  r     er    . 

There needs to be redistribution but since pensioners seldom feel well-off it is difficult to take 

f          eve  fr   C    ’  r   er pe     er      e p   e ver  p  r   e . T e    er     g    

that a lot of the youth in the hinterland, rural areas especially, have moved to urban areas, so 

there are rural villages where elders are both poor and not well-serviced by any services like 

health and aged care. 

 

In every transition, there are winners and losers. In your opinion, who is the winner of 

the transformation in China? 

  ’    ff      to say because everyone can perceive themselves as having a problem. Let me 

g ve      p e  f ex  p e . Le ’  f r         e   e    er p p       . W e       re            

Beijing or Tianjin, there is a high chance that you are just fine. You probably have a middle-

class pension, a child that is successfully middle class and married with their own family. 

If you are a migrant millennial having moved to the city but your parents are rural and you 

need to support them, as well as house to buy – you sure have some pressure in modern 

China. 

In my opinion, the luckiest is the urban and coastal educated GEN X – people born in the 70s. 

They made a career when China was opening in the 1990s. This means they were young 

enough to succeed in a more middle class and internationalising labour market, and buy 

      g   e           e p    .      C    ’        fer       r  e fe    r                e 1970  

thanks to a deliberate family planning policy that was not as strict as the One Child Policy. 

This means that the people born in the 1970s have siblings so they are not as pressured in 
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context of taking care of their parents, but not as many siblings as those born earlier – and 

hence they also faced less competition for their parents resources and also in education and 

society at large. They were able to ride a nice economic wave. They were lucky, but only if 

they were in coastal China and the big cities like Beijing and Nanjing. 

 

So, what is the larger plan for China’s future? 

China has realised the basic literacy of its working-age population, but it will take until the 

2040s for the working-age population to be educated more like in a high-income country 

today. What that means, is that China plans to swap from a low-wage low-quality 

demographic dividend-led growth model up until recently, and now turn to capturing new 

human capital-related gains from its newly emerging more educated younger population. By 

the 2040s those educated gains will flatten out, and so by then they probably want a total 

fertility rate of closer to the replacement rate of 2.1. Then they will have something of a 

steady state economic – and demographic – equilibrium. 

      er   r  ,  ver   e  ex  20  e r , C           e    pp  g fr   ‘pe     ’ (    e        -

based factory worker) to a more educated technical and university graduate worker. By 2040 

      f M  ’  ge er             ve p   e ,     C           e          re e     e      

well-off population whole, even if the total population is a bit smaller. It will be a smaller 

population but a richer people and perhaps even a bigger total GDP too. 

 

Taking into consideration what you just said, what is the population target? 

           re   ere      e.    e e      e    gge        C    ’  p p                      800 

million or lower even. Earlier estimates suggested this number was the number of people 

C         e      pr v  e f     e  r    f r fr      e      gr      r   p  e     ,          ’   ee 

this as their intended target. Either way, as the population declines somewhat over the next 

few decades, they will need to adjust the system to cater to the cointegration of economic and 

demographic change. 
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What are the challenges of the reduction strategy? Where does the imbalance lay? 

At the margins there are some challenges that are a legacy of recent decades. First, due to the 

one-China policy, girl babies were discriminated against, which led to fewer girl births. 

Another problem is that boy children were most wanted by rural families and girl families 

were most retained by urban familes. The result is that while China famously is home to more 

men than women, what is lesser known is that the One Child Policy also was most strictly 

adhered to in urban areas – those that got richest and have the best schools – and these same 

areas were most likely to keep girl children. As a result, urban women in China today are 

          e     e      pr  per           f   e r     re    ve    C    ’      er    .        

have the two socioeconomic extremes – rural males and urban elite females that are a 

challenge to social norms and pathways. 

 

Does China plan to import migrants in the future? 

There is no way in the nearer future for China to import a significant number of people. The 

only people that China might import are women from low-income countries due to a still 

remarkable         e  e  ee     e       e ,        e            e  e     C        ’  

find a partner to start a family. That imbalance leads to importing women from neighbouring 

countries such as Cambodia or Myanmar, but some of these women are also victims of 

traffic   g. B      er   e   e     e p      f C    ’    e P                f    e p p        

toward a smaller, better educated and more prosperous one – not to suddenly import 

f re g er     rep   e   e ‘      g’ C   e e. T            r    r    r        . 

 

Is there something more that you would like to add? 

Yes. As I know this article goes to the Polish audience. I wanted to add a reference to the CEE 

example, which was closely observed by Chinese policymakers and gives a counterexample. 

Most Eastern European countries are today high-income countries – but only after their 

populations old. That is, they got rich after they got old – which means unlike Japan, 

   g p re, T          H  g K  g,   e  pre e        e           r r  f               e “    

Bef re R   ”    r  that China feared from the 1980s. They offer a precedent for the reality 
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          r e      ‘ge  r   ’  f er ge    g    .         e           r e        ee       r      

how to get rich – after – getting old in future owing to the fact that the total fertility rate is 

tending to fall at lower per capita incomes than in the past and life expectancy increasingly 

similarly – this might even be a bigger useful precedent again. That is, how Eastern European 

countries prove that it is possible to keep getting more prosperous even amid intensive 

population ageing, might set a more important precedent. 

 

Just to sum up, how would you conclude the current transition in China? 

  ’          v  g fr   q           q      . M re ver,        pe p e          er            e 

observe in China is a population reduction strategy paired with the socio-economic transition. 

      v e    ’         r    ,             ver       e g  g  r        . 

 

 


